ОН, YEAH, MOST CRITICS. 
ОМ THE INTERNET GO BY 


WHY WOULD ANYONE CALL 
‘ALIASES OR MAKE UP THEMSELVES “SPOONY"? 
CHARACTERS. LIKE “THE 

NOSTALGIA NERD", OR 


"THE SPOONY CRITIC", 


PROBABLY 


Оон. MAYBE YOU EVERY WORD YOU COULD 

SHOULD CALL YOURSELF POSSIBLY COMBINE WITH 

“THE HAMMER QUEEN". “GRUMPY” HAS PROBABLY 
BEEN TAKEN. 


SOMETHING, 


Several reviews from the interwebs later. 


WELL, THERE 


50. HAVE THESE GIVEN YOU TWO GAVE BEEN A 
ANY DEAS FOR YOUR REVIEWS? T OF cone 


АМ ABUNDANCE 
OF RAUNCHY 
HUMOR AND 
‘SWEARING. 


MORE DRESSING UP 
AND ROLEPLAYING 
THAN YOU'D SEE AT A 
COMIC CONVENTION. 


DECENT EDITING, SOME 
SPECIAL EFFECTS, AND 
ENOUGH CLIPS FROM THE 
MATERIAL BEING DISCUSSED TO 
PUSH THE BOUNDARIES OF FAIR 
USE TO ITS BREAKING POINT. 


GOING To Have 
ANY OF THOSE 
THINGS, ARE WE? 


GRØRAAARRROR 


CEASE YOUR MEDDLING! 50 SAYETH 


THE MALL GOBLIN! 


WELL. WE'VE WATCHED THE 
MOVIE, THE CAMERA'S READY, 
AND THE LIGHTING IS... AS 
GOOD AS IT'S GOING TO GET. 


1 GUESS we 
‘SHOULD GET 
‘STARTED. 


YOU SHOULD TRANSFORM 
FOR A BIT BEFORE WE DO 
THAT SO YOUR ENERGY 
ISN'T TOO BUILT UP. 


YES! BECAUSE 
TRANSFORMING 
WHILE RECORDING 
WOULD BE BAD. 


AH, 


NUTS. IM 
TALLER, AREN'T 1? 


ГУЕ BEEN TRYING TO 
GET THE HANG OF STAYING 
THE SAME HEIGHT. 


‘AND PICTURING 

EXACTLY WHAT I WANT IS 

WAY EASIER TO SCREW UP 
THAN YOU'D THINK, 


‘OKAY. UM... HIT 
тм ELLIOT. 


“AND WELCOME TO OUR 
REVIEW SHOW. WHERE 
WE REVIEW MOVIES. 


TODAY, WELL BE 
REVIEWING SPORKMAN 
BEGINS, THE MOVIE 
ADAPTATION OF THE. 
WEBCOMIC SPORKMAN BY 
RECLUSIVE CARTOONIST, 
JOHN TROUTMAN. 


AND, ASSUMING 
I CAN FIGURE 
OUT HOW TO 

EDIT IT IN LATER, 
HERE IS THE 

POSTER FOR IT. 


NOW, I HAVEN'T 

READ THE COMIC, 
BUT THAT ISNT 
‘SAYING MUCH. 


IF ГМ READING ለ 
COMIC, IT'S USUALLY 
FROM JAPAN AND 
INVOLVES PEOPLE 
PUNCHING THINGS, 


MY GIRLFRIEND, 
HOWEVER-- 
A 


WHO IS NOT YOU, IS A BIG FAN, AND SHE 
SAID JOHN TROUTMAN RELUCTANTLY AGREED TO 
RELINQUISH CREATIVE CONTROL OF THE MOVIE IN 
EXCHANGE FOR SEVERAL MILLIONS OF DOLLARS 
AND DESCRIBED THE MOVIE ITSELF AS. 


SHE, AH... SHE WANTED 

ME TO YELL THAT PART. IM 

NOT SURE WHY. SOMETHING 
ABOUT A SPOON, 


REGARDLESS, THIS SPORKMAN IS A BILLIONAIRE 
PLAYBOY WHO IS FORCED TO USE GAMMA 


RADIATION TO TURN HIMSELF INTO A HALF- 
SPORK SUPERHERO IN ORDER TO DIG HIS WAY 
OUT OF ል CAVE AFTER HE IS TRAPPED THERE BY 


YEAH, THERE'S А LOT OF STUFF IN IT 
THAT MIGHT BE COOL IN A DIFFERENT 
MOVIE, BUT YOU LOOK AT HIM, AND THE 
THE MOBSTER WHO MURDERED HIS PARENTS. DUDES SOT: SPORE FOR A HEAD! 
THE MOVIE 5 
POSITIVELY 
RIDICULOUS, 
WHICH MAKES IT 
ALL THE MORE A 
SHAME THAT IT 
TAKES ITSELF 50 
‘SERIOUSLY. 


ITS NOT EVEN a 
CONVINCING SPORK! 
IT LOOKS LIKE A. 
COMBINATION OF 
WHITE MAKEUP AND Д 

A WEIRD HELMET. 


IT'S MY UNDERSTANDING 
THAT THE COMIC IS SILLY OH. THEY. DID, FT WAS, 
COMEDY, AND THAT'S WHAT 


HILARIOUS. I DON'T THINK 
COME ДАНО THATS. WAT THAT'S WHAT THEY WERE 


GOING FOR BUT IT WAS: 


56 YEAH, THEY FAILED TO 
MAKE А GOOD SERIOUS MOVIE, 
BUT I THINK THEY ACTUALLY 
MADE А GOOD FUNNY MOVIE, 
50 ГМ GLAD THEY FAILED. 


‘ONE COULD ARGUE, THAT RIFF GUY 
HOWEVER, THAT SHOULD TOTALLY DO 
THEY SUCCEEDED. А TRACK FOR IT. 


YOU ARE? I 
WOULD HAVE 
THOUGHT YOU'D. 
PREFER A 
SERIOUS MOVIE. 


WHY? IF THEY'D 
‘SUCCEEDED, IT WOULD 
HAVE BEEN A GENERIC, 
BORING SUPER HERO 

MOVE. 


WELL, YEAH, BUT. 

YOU KNOW. YOU'RE SUCH 
А SERIOUS PERSON. I 
FIGURED SERIOUS IS 
WHAT YOU'D LIKE. 


You FIGURED 
WRONG. 


YES, I AM A SERIOUS PERSON. "AS SUCH, AN ABUNDANCE OF 
THERE'S A LOT TO BE SERIOUS | |/ SERIOUSNESS IN MY ENTERTAINMENT 
ыы ше 
TO OR МОТ, I TEND TO SPEND MOVIES TO HAVE FUN, AND RELAX, 
А LOT OF MY TIME THINKING AND FEEL GOOD ABOUT THINGS. 


ABOUT SERIOUS THINGS. 


YOU KNO\ 
I UKE STAR 


IT IS AN OPTIMISTIC, 
THE MAIN THING I SILLY MIX OF TECHNO- 
LIKE ABOUT STAR TREK 1S BABELE, GOOFY MAKEUP, 
THAT, FOR ALL OF THE SOCIAL COMMENTARY, 
BAD THINGS THAT HAPPEN FUN AND ADVENTURE, 
IN IT, IT'S ULTIMATELY AND IT. IS. BEAUTIFUL. 
OPTIMISTIC. 


IT DEPICTS A FUTURE 
WHERE THE WORLD IS 
PEACEFUL AND ALL OF 
HUMANITY'S BASIC NEEDS 
ARE MET. EVERY PERSON, 
HUMANITY AS A WHOLE, 
HAVE REACHED A POINT OF 
SELF-ACTUALIZATION. 


THAT WAS NOT 
FOR THE REVIEW. 


IT'S NOT? BUT. 

NOTHING WE COULD 

POSSIBLY SAY IS GOING 
TO TOP THAT. 


NO. I LIKED WHAT 
YOU SAID. I THOUGHT 
IT WAS GREAT. 


IT WAS HONEST, AND 
i OH. WELL... IT'S ОН... I GUESS 
ያ አ kapun STILL TOO PERSONAL TENSAIDED WANTED | / you REALLY 
FOR THE REVIEW. го US то FOCUS ON |( Uke WHAT 
IT WAS 6000. NEVER TOLD ANYONE NEW RELEASES, T AID? 
T LIKED IT. THAT BEFORE. ANYWAY. 


T HAVE THE 

WHOLE SERIES. 
WE COULD GO 
WATCH SOME 
RIGHT NOW! 


YEAH. HECK, I KINDA 
WANT TO WATCH 
EPISODES OF NEXT 
GENERATION NOW. 


BUT WHAT 
ABOUT THE REST 
OF THE REVIEW? 


OH. RIGHT. UM. 
IT'S BAD. YOU 
SHOULD WATCH 
IT. SUSAN OUT. 


I DON'T KNOW 
HOW I'M ABLE TO 
SENSE YOU. 


I DONT KNOW 
HOW I'VE BEEN ABLE 
TO RESIST MAGIC. 


т. DONT 

REALLY KNOW IF 

YOU'RE JUST IN 
MY HEAD. 


IF YOU ARE REAL, AND IF 
I CAN SENSE YOU BECAUSE 
THERE'S SOMETHING SPECIAL 
‘ABOUT ME, HOWEVER, 


THEN A POWER BOOST 
JUST MIGHT LET ME. 
"ACTUALLY SEE YOU. 


‘SAY HELLO TO МУ 
GAUNTLET! IN PEACE 
MODE, IT DRAINS A BIT 
OF MY MAGIC ENERGY 
AND STORES IT! 


MY MAGIC KEEPS 
REGENERATING, AND 
THE GAUNTLET STORES 
MORE AND MORE, BIT 
BY BIT, UNTIL IT HAS 
MORE POWER THAN I 
COULD EVER HAVE ON 
MY OWN! 


LET'S SEE WHAT YOU ARE! 


Å 


N 


СТА 
КА 
(7?) 


WE MUST BE BRIEF. WE CAN THIS "Q 
ONLY COMMUNICATE THIS WAY FOR OU EKNE 
LESS THAN ONE LITERAL SECOND. 


OUR KIND I$ BOTH IN TERMS YOU WILL JUST FLOATING AROUND 
our THERE? 


OF, AND NOT OF, COMPREHEND, WE FEED 
YOUR REALITY. ON EXCESS MAGIC ENERGY 
IN THE ENVIRONMENT. 


YES. NATURALLY, 
AND UNNATURALLY, 
OCCURRING. 


OUR KIND HELPS MAINTAIN THE HEALTH OF WE PREFER TO 
YOUR WORLD BY FEEDING ON MAGIC AND BE COMPARED 
PREVENTING EXTREMES IN AMBIENT MAGIC. 


WE HAVE OFTEN BEEN IN THIS GENERAL ‘THERE IS FAR MORE MAGIC ENERGY 
AREA TO FEED. WHEN YOU SOMEHOW IN THIS PART OF THE WORLD THAN 
NOTICED US, WE HOPED TO WARN YOU. THERE SHOULD BE, THERE HAS BEEN 

ин FOR MUCH OF YOUR LIFE, BUT IT 


WARN ME ABOUT. HAS RECENTLY GOTTEN WORSE. 
| WHAT? PSYCHIC ATTACKS " 
TO THE FACE? 


WE USED TO MINIMIZE KA FOR ONE, THOSE WATCHES OF 


ITS EFFECT. NOW WE ONLY [| мен MAG WHAT YOURS WOULDN'T WORK ANY- 
SLOW ITS CONTAGION. DOES THAT DO? WHERE ELSE IN THE WORLD. 


SPELL CATALYSTS THAT REGARDLESS OF WHETHER 
SMALL SHOULD REQUIRE A | THE CASTER IS AWARE OF 


LOT OF ENERGY TO USE. IT, THE SURROUNDING 
MAGIC MAKES IT EASIER. 


SPELLS REQUIRE LESS ENERGY, ENERGY " THEIR POWER. 

BUILDUPS ARE HARDER TO DEAL WITH, || ON HIS WORLD IT. | ALWAYS COMES 
MAGIC ARTIFACTS THAT SHOULD BE DOES NOT AFFECT 
DIFFICULT TO USE ARE USED WITH EASE... || ARE oF URYUOM 


SIMILAR IT IS NOT 
THE SAME. 


THAT'S WHY GRACE CAN'T THE MAGIC ENERGY WITHIN Å FEW SQUARE MILES 
USE THE WATCHES, HER OWN OF HERE HAVE REACHED Å PEAK. WE WILL DO WHAT 
NE WE CAN, BUT IT WILL GRADUALLY SPREAD. 
DOESN'T HELP HER. - 


AS IT DOES, MORE BEINGS WILL BECOME AWARE OF 
IT ON BOTH CONSCIOUS AND SUBCONSCIOUS LEVELS. 


MANY WILL BE DRAWN TO IT, THAT 18 UNKNOWN, BUT 


WE SUSPECT IT IS THE 
EVEN IF THEY KNOW NOT WHY. OF THIS? WILL OF ONE OR MORE 


BEINGS OF GREAT POWER. 


WE ARE OUT IF YOU KNOW SO MUCH, 
CAN YOU TELL ME ABOUT 

OF TIME. WE MY MAGIC? WILL I EVER 
APOLOGIZE FOR GET SPELLS OF MY OWN? 


THE HEADACHE. 


NO. YOU ARE NOT A 
SPELLCASTER YOU ARE A FAR ፳፲ WAT THE 
MORE DANGEROUS RARITY. 


50... A WHALE 
THAT EATS MAGIC... 


ል LENGTHY 
WARNING IN LESS 
THAN A SECOND. 


АМ EXPERIMENTAL 
DEVICE FULL OF 
‘ALL SORTS OF 

MAGIC USED RIGHT 
BEFOREHAND. 


፤ NO WAY TO $ 
PROVE IT REALLY 


HAPPENED. 


TIME LIMIT WAS 
SO IT WOULDN'T 
MELT MY BRAIN. 


GOT A.. BIT OF 
A HEADACHE. 


SUCK 
Suck? 


= 
COULD, TRYING 
TO MAKE 
CONTACT AGAIN 
COULD BE CRAZY- 
DANGEROUS. 


WE MIGHT 
BE IN TROUBLE, 


ста fur የን 
CAN'T PROVE AND THE WATCHES TO HAS HIS PARANORMAL 
THE WHALE, BUT MY DAD, HE'LL TEST IT GUYS UNDER ORDERS. 


T DO HAVE A 
CRAPLOAD OF I TO BE LAZY ASSES. 


MAGIC WATCHES. 


WELL, THEN 

WHAT THE HELL 

AM I LYING ON MY 
LAZY ASS FOR?! 


SOMEONE'S 

GOTTA BE READY 

TO STAND UP TO 

WHATEVER MIGHT 
BE COMING. 


AND IF IT'S UP 
TO ME AND MY 
FRIENDS TO BE 
'BADASS COOL 
GUYS, SO BE IT! 


MONTHS 
LATER 


There Be Whales Here - The end 


Monday, December 23rd! 


THEYRE OFFICIALLY CANON, BUT x DONT CARE THERE'S TOO 
т мекане you Ува POINTED OUT AN 
OR S YENY WHEN WE wares ТИЕ Ths ооо REUSS 


I NOTICED 
A PLOT. 
HOLE. ME. 


I PREFER TO THINK OF THEM 
AS TAKING PLACE IN ONE OF 
THE PARALLEL UNIVERSES. 


Зог слм лег I DIDN'T BELIEVE YOU WHEN 
IGNORE NEMESIS. 4 
VOU 340 vou were (ІІ 
TO WEAR меа ет 
18658 N A REVEN, 


IT IS PRETTY 
GOOD. I THINK 
YOU SHOULD HAVE 
ASKED ME WHY I 
WASN'T WEARING 
А UNIFORM FROM 
THE ORIGINAL 
SERIES. 


I THINK THIS 
15 OUR BEST 
REVIEW YET. 


NOT SOMETHING I 
NEEDED TO ASK. 


IF YOU'D 
TEASED ME 
ALITTLE BIT 
ABOUT IT. MY 

REACTION, 
AND YOUR 

REACTION TO 

MY REACTION, 
‘COULD HAVE 
BEEN FUNNY, 


Он. WELL, IF YOU WANT. 

TO DO A SKETCH LIKE THAT, МЕ TEASE, 
YOU SHOULD TELL ME. I EACH OTHER 

WOULDN'T NORMALLY JUST ALL THE ዘሮ! 
TEASE YOU LIKE THAT. 


NOT ABOUT 
WEARING SEXY 
‘OUTFITS! 


WELL, NO, OF COURSE NOT. 
NORMALLY TD HAMMER A FOOL FOR 
THAT, BUT IT'S OKAY IF YOU DO IT. 


WHY DON'T I JUST TELL 
YOU WHEN I WANT TO DO 
A BIT LIKE THAT. 


p те NOT SURE YOU 
р DON'T ACTUALLY OH? UH 
WHAT? WHAT 
WITH TE FR WANT ANYTHING FoR | Í Таслцу 
YOUR BIRTHDAY. ONE 


MY MOTHER ALREADY MAKES AND ELLEN CALLS ME I'M NOT BEING А 
EVERY EFFORT TO SPOIL ME, А STICK IN THE MUD. STICK. I WAS BORN 
AND MY BIRTHDAY REALLY YOU'RE GOING TO BE OLD ON NEW YEAR'S DAY. 
ISN'T WORTH CELEBRATING, ENOUGH TO VOTE! YOU IT'S POINTLESS TO 
HAVE A CELEBRATION, 


"AND EVERYONE'S ALREADY PARTIED. I STL сант, WELL. THEY DID SAVE 
AND VAVE S ALACAN PARTIED BELIEVE ELLEN AND THER MASCOT WHILE 
Kred M NANASE cor ዘርዐ | | SWING THE MYSTERY 
"A NEW YEARS EVE PARTY TO A PARTY WITH OF THE HAUNTED 
COLLEGE STUDENTS Locken ROOM 


STILL. THE WAY I SEE TT. 
YEAH, WELL, YOU'RE. YEAH, YOU ARE, BECAUSE THERE ARE TWO BIRTH- 
STILL HAVING Å BIRTHDAY WE'RE HAVING A PARTY FOR DAYS HAPPENING: THE 
PARTY, SUSAN, NEW YEARS EITHER WAY. PLANET'S, AND YOURS. I 
YOU'RE EIGHTEEN AS SOON DON'T THINK IT'S RIGHT 
AS THAT BALL DROPS. TO CELEBRATE ONE AND 
IGNORE THE OTHER. 


TECHNICALLY, I WAS 
BORN TEN MINUTES 
AFTER MIDNIGHT. 


тм NOT TALKING 
TRENDY ABOUT PRESENTE, EM 'SO YOU'RE SUGGESTING WE 
2 SHOULD DO WHAT WE WERE 
DONT WANT JUST SAVING THE GOING TO DO ANYWAY, BUT 
PRESENTS. CELEBRATION SHOULD BE, GONE epee Nir Ад 
YOU KNOW, SHARED. 
3 BORN AT SOME POINT. 


MOSTLY I'M SUGGESTING I BUY A 
CAKE AND WE BRIEFLY EMBARRASS 


THAT WOULD 
YOU WITH A HAPPY BIRTHDAY SONG. BE NICE. THANK 


YOU, ELLIOT. 


ЯВ. 


THAT'S REALLY NOT: 


YOU DON'T MIND A 
BIT OF CAKE AT YOUR 
NEW YEAR'S PARTY, 
RIGHT, TEDD? 


HM? SORRY, I WASN'T PAYING 
ATTENTION. I WAS OBSESSING 
OVER NANASE'S HAIR. 


ACCELERATED HAIR 
GROWTH IS DUE TO 
EXTRA MAGIC, BUT 
SHE'S STILL BURNED 
OUT. WHY? 


WHAT IF HER MAGIC 
KNOWS THINGS ARE 
ABOUT TO GET CRAZY AND 
WANTS TO MAKE SURE 
SHE HAS ENOUGH MAGIC 
READY WHEN IT HAPPENS? 


BUT WHAT'S THE ADVANTAGE OF Ү 
DENYING HER ACCESS TO HER MAGIC 
IN THE INTERIM? IT INCONVENIENCES 
HER AND ONLY GUARANTEES FULL 
POWER ON ONE OCCASIONI 


BECAUSE IT'S LIKE EXERCISE. THE LONGER 


IT GOES ON BEFORE SHE TRULY NEEDS TO 
USE MAGIC AGAIN, THE MORE MUSCULAR HER | 


CAPACITY TO STORE MAGIC WILL BE! 


HOW IS THIS 


RELEVANT TO 
QUESTION. SUNT. 


HOW IS CAKE. 


ON е саке. WE WERE ASKING IF YOU HAD 


ANY OBJECTIONS TO A CAKE AT 
YOUR NEW YEAR'S PARTY. 


YEAH WE CAN 
HAVE CAKE. CAKE 
[5 GREAT. WHY 
WOULD YOU EVEN 
YOU KNOW, ASK ME THAT? 

BECAUSE OF 
SUSAN'S 
BIRTHDAY. 


56 YOU STILL DARN RIGHT I AM, I'M NOT A I WAS, BUT I HAVENT 


BELIEVE THAT HUNDRED PERCENT ON THE SENSED ANY MORE OF 
WE SHOULD || COSMIC WHALE PART ANYMORE, || THEM BEING AROUND 
EXPECT BUT MY DAD TESTED THE IN SIX MONTHS. 
MAGIC USING WATCHES. MAGIC'S ALL SORTS 

TOURISTS OF 'OF CRAZY AROUND HERE. 


I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE 
CERTAIN ABOUT 
THE WHALE. 


you mer በፎ 
Eser: ፡ RER 
mE ID WII ME Ee A 

ENE ከያ ЕУ HAS, J | ses a 


WITH GIBBERISH. 


AROUND IN NATURE? AND PART OF THE ECOSYSTEM IS AN 
INTER-DIMENSIONAL SEA MAMMAL THAT EATS IT, BUT 


| HEY, UH, WHAT IF THERE'S JUST EXTRA MAGIC FLOATING 
NOW SOMETHING'S PUMPING EXTRA MAGIC INTO IT? 


OKAY, SO, NO. BUT IF 
THERE WERE SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT, YOU'D TELL ME. 


IF YOU ASK ME A QUESTION I 
CANNOT ANSWER, EITHER BECAUSE I 
DON'T KNOW OR CANNOT SAFELY 
SAY, I WILL SAY SO, OR CHANGE THE 
‘SUBJECT. OR FAKE A SEIZURE. 


WHAT I WILL NOT DO IS FEED YOU 
MISINFORMATION. YOU'RE IN TOO 
DEEP FOR THAT TO BE SAFE FOR 

ANYONE. IF I KNEW WHAT WAS 
HAPPENING. I WOULD SAY SO. 


‘OR PRETEND. 
ዘሃ PHONE 65 
RINGING. 


MY DAD'S NEVER HEARD 

OF THE WHALES. I KNOW 

HE CAN'T KNOW EVERY- 
THING, BUT... DUDE. 


You NEED 
TO RELAX, 
TEDD. 


ም THERE'S NO WAY OF KNOWING 
WHEN, OR EVEN IF, WELL HAVE 
TO DEAL WITH MAGIC JERKS. 


PARTICULARLY WHEN YOU 
CONSIDER THAT A POTENTIALLY 
IMMORTAL INTER-DIMENSIONAL 

WHALE'S CONCEPT OF TIME COULD 


DIFFERENTIATE GREATLY FROM OUR 
OWN PERCEPTION OF SPACETIME, 


"SUSAN, HOW MUCH 
'STAR TREK HAVE 
YOU BEEN MAKING 

ELLIOT WATCH? 


I MERELY PROVIDED THE 
NEXT GENERATION DVDS. 
HE'S THE ONE WHO 
INSISTED ON WATCHING. 
THE ENTIRE SERIES TWICE, 


ELLEN, DON'T YOU HAVE ANY 
TRANSFORMATION BEAMS WITH 
LESS... AWKWARD RESULTS? 


NOT IF YOU WANT "AMPING UP" 
AND RAPID FIRE. ALL MY OTHER 
BEAMS HAVE COOL DOWN 
TIMES BETWEEN SHOTS. 


DONT WORRY. 

IT'S EASY FOR 

ME TO CHANGE 
BACK. 


‘SEE? IMIN 
COMPLETE 
CONTROL OF my 
BREAST SIZE! 


‘SPEAKING OF WHICH, I'M GOING 
TO NEED A MINUTE IF YOU 
WANT TO TRY THAT AGAIN. 


HEY, SO LONG AS WE'RE 

TALKING ABOUT THEM, WOULD IT 

BE SMART TO JUST 60 TOTALLY 
FLAT WHEN FIGHTING? 


You KNOW WHAT? X... / тм GOING TO GO GET YOU 
YOU TWO NEED TO Y—I SOME WATER WHILE THINKING 
Stay HYDRATED. / 1 ABOUT BASEBALL AND OTHER 
VARIUS SPORTS 


IT'S PRETTY COOL 
HOW YOU CAN BLOCK 
THOSE BEAMS, GRACE. 


DONT BE SO HARD ON 
YOURSELF. IT'S AMAZING 
THAT YOU CAN DO IT AT 
ALL! AND IT'S COOL TO 

FINALLY SEE YOU USE 
YOUR TELEKINESIS AGAIN. 


THANKS, BUT IM 
NOT THAT 600D 
AT IT YET. 


UM, THANK YOU, 
BUT YOU'VE SEEN 
ME USE IT A LOT. 


EVERY TIME I'VE FLOWN. 
FOR SOME REASON, IT'S 
EASIER TO LEVITATE MYSELF 


I DON'T THINK I'LL BE ABLE TO SHIELD 
MYSELF WHILE FLYING, AND IT'S TRICKY 
TO USE TELEKINESIS WHILE RUNNING. 


THAN OTHER THINGS. 


MUCH AT ALL, 
Å REALLY. 


SO IT'S A SUPER 
COOL SHIELD IF YOU 
STAND PERFECTLY STILL 
LIKE A TARGET ON ል 
‘SHOOTING RANGE? 


ОН NO. THANK YOU, Y 


THANK YOU FOR SARAH, FOR THE PIZZA. 
MEETING WITH NOW WHAT DID YOU WANT 
ME, NANASE. TO TALK WITH ME ABOUT? 


UM, FIRST... DO YOU I PROMISE NOT TO 


PROMISE TO NOT TELL TELL HER IF IT'S NOT 
ELLEN ABOUT OUR SOMETHING I THINK SHE 


‘CONVERSATION? HAS A RIGHT TO KNOW. 


OKAY. SO WHY'S IT I WANT TO "JUST 
SO IMPORTANT THAT I FRIENDS" ELLIOT. 
МОТ TELL ELLEN? 


NO! T MEAN, YES BUT. I AND I DONT WANT TO 
you want то SONT WANT TO bare tam, | | W ፎላ ur Tre GROUP r UKE 
АВ UR MTT BUT I DON'T WANT TO LOSE HANGING OUT WITH TEDD, 
ило HIM, EITHER. I'VE KNOWN JUSTIN, YOU... I DONT WANT 
HI ALL NY ое HE'S ONE To LOSE ANY OF YoU! 
(OF TY BEST FRIENDS! 


EASY, SARAH. Y NOW, WHY DO YOU Wema Y HE'S ALWAYS BEEN Y] 
RELAX. WELL WANT ፐር... "JUST GOTTEN ANY. NICE AND HE TRIES. 


FIGURE THIS FRIENDS" WITH ELLIOT? THING. THAT'S TO BE CONSIDERATE, 
BUT HE'S JUST 50. 


ол. HAVE THINGS GOTTEN BAD SORT OF THE 
BETWEEN YOU TWO? PROBLEM. PASSIVE IN OUR 
RELATIONSHIP. 


НЕ NEVER WANTS TO TRY ANYTHING NEW. 
IT'S ALWAYS UP TO ME TO COME UP WITH Zeh PRETTY ВОВЕ HOT: 
STUFF TO DO AND GET THINGS GOING, HOW LOVEN Ен 

DID I JUST EVERYONE IN THE 
OND VEN WITH MG САД ALMOST ALL. SAY THAT? RESTAURANT HEARD THAT. 
THE SHOTS, WE'RE STILL VIRGINS! 


YOU SHOULDN'T TAKE 
ELIOT'S RESTRAINT 
PERSONALLY. HE JUST HAS 
MORE RESPECT FOR THE 


POTENTIAL CONSEQUENCES 
THAN MOST PEOPLE. 4 


pc 


ON BECAUSE OF, UM. 
YOU KNOW... "THE 
DIAMOND"? 


I'M TOO YOUNG AND TOO. 
MALE TO BE THE MOTHER 
OF A SEVENTEEN- 
VEAR-OLD FEMALE ME! 


HIS MOM? WHY WOULD 
YOU BRING HER UP WHILE 
TALKING ABOUT THIS? 


I WAS MORE THINKING 
ABOUT THE FACT THAT 
HIS MOTHER ISN'T 
EVEN FORTY YET. 


WHAT DOES THAT-- 


BECAUSE ELIOT'S 
EIGHTEEN, 


ELLIOT CAN'T HELP 

BUT THINK ABOUT 

THE POSSIBILITY OF 
А PREGNANCY. 


A 
መ 
የፈ መመን 


IS SOMETHING PEOPLE 
SHOULD KEEP IN MIND. 


BUT THERE ARE 
50 MANY WAYS 
TO PREVENT 
THAT. 


THE ONLY 


GUARANTEED WAY 
(5 ABSTINENCE, 


== оғ vou know. 
BEING THE SAME SEX. 


NO, OF COURSE NOT. I CAN WAIT. IT'S | | HE'S NOT EVEN WORKING AT THE 
ARE YOU SURE JUST SOMETHING THAT I'VE WANTED || VIDEO STORE ANYMORE, AND HE 
YOU REALLY WANT Û Û | To... ህዚ. IT'S  NITPICK. THE PROBLEM | | STILL SPENDS WAY MORE TIME 
TO BREAK UP WITH 15 А BUNCH OF LITTLE THINGS THAT || WITH SUSAN THAN ME MAKING 
ELLIOT? ADD UP, AND THAT ҮМ NOT HAPPY. | THAT REVIEW SHOW OF THERS, 


М (Соот 
ዝፍ ውዬ 


I DONT THINK HE'S HAPPY, EITHER, 
I MEAN, THAT BUT HE JUST GOES ALONG WITH 
WHOLE VIRGIN THING || | THINGS 50 MUCH THAT I'M NOT SURE 
ISN'T WHY-- HE'S EVEN THOUGHT ABOUT IT. 


በዚፍ ane алле no vir. 18] 

Бакты мет MNT 

ME. AND I'M NOT EVEN SURE IF A 
ን NT ተ 


WASN'T MY DOING THAT 

WITH ELLIOT AND YOU HOW YOU--WAIT. ELLIOT 

WE WOUND UP IN THIS MESS BROKE UP WITH 
IN THE FIRST PLACE? YOU... RIGHT: 


он. MY. GOD. YOU 
BROKE UP WITH HIM. 


WELL, NOW, I'M SURE HE 
WOULD HAVE BROKEN UP WITH 
ME IF GIVEN THE CHANCE. 


V 


N 


EASIER ON HIM AND I'D BEEN 

THINKING ABOUT BREAKING UP 

WITH НІМ ANYWAY, SO I JUST 
WENT AHEAD AND-— 


DOES HE DO ANYTHING 
WITHOUT BEING TOLD?! 


T'M SURE HE DOES... SOME 
THINGS. HE DIDN'T LIE TO 
YOU ABOUT THIS, DID HE? 


No, OF COURSE NOT. 
LIKE AN IDIOT, I ASSUMED 
HE TOOK THE INITIATIVE 
ON SOMETHING! 


HEY, I NEVER GAVE 
HIM THE CHANCE To. 
HE WANTED TO BE 
WITH YOU. 


CAN YOU HONESTLY TELL ME 

YOU THINK HE WOULD HAVE 

BROKEN UP WITH YOU IF YOU 
HADN'T DONE IT FIRST? 


NO, I CAN'T. HE WOULD HAVE 
BEEN TORN UP ABOUT HURTING 
ME. ГМ NOT SURE WHAT HE'D 
HAVE DONE IF ፲ TOLD HIM I 


WANTED TO STAY TOGETHER. 

| : | 
ХУ 

| Л ЕП 


ІСІ 


ELLIOT MEANS WELL, BUT HE 
IGNORES HIS OWN NEEDS AND 
AVOIDS MAKING CHOICES. 


I DON'T THINK HE'S. 
READY FOR A SERIOUS. 
RELATIONSHIP. 


THAT... WAS А 
LOT OF HONESTY. 


P OF COURSE HE MEANS 


WELL. THIS WOULD BE 
EASY IF HE WAS A JERK. 


OR RATHER 
INTENTIONALLY 
^ JERK 


YES, BUT THAT'S A 
боор THING. SO LONG AS 


YOU REMAIN CALM AND 

NICE DURING THE BREAKUP, 

TM SURE YOU'LL REMAIN 
FRIENDS. 


YOU'RE PROBABLY RIGHT. I 
JUST WISH I'D DECIDED ON 
THIS SOONER. THEN I COULD 
GET IT OVER WITH. 


THEN T'M RUINING NEW 
YEARS! ГЦ. WAIT UNTIL 
PEOPLE START THROWING 
‘OUT CHRISTMAS TREES. 
T'U DO THE LEAST 
DAMAGE THEN. 


(So you're STILL 
GOING TO SPEND 
NEW YEARS EVE 


YOU... CAN'T 
GET IT OVER 
WITH NOW? 


WITH HIM? 


TOMORROW'S CHRISTMAS EVE! I 

CAN'T DO THAT TO HIM. HE COULD 

WIND UP ASSOCIATING CHRISTMAS 
WITH BEING DUMPED! 


50... A COUPLE 
DAYS AFTER 
CHRISTMAS? 


I STILL CARE ABOUT 
ни. IM NOT GOING 
TO RUIN HIS HOLIDAYS, 


I'M SUDDENLY 
VERY GLAD I'M 
GOING TO THAT 


YOU DON'T 
THINK I SHOULD 
WAIT? 


THE FABLED 
LAST BOYFRIEND 
OF NANASE. 


ГМ NOT REALLY SURE 
WHAT WOULD BE BEST. 
NOW OR LATER... NEITHER 
SCREAMS "GOOD TIMING" 


6660 TIMING 
WOULD'VE BEEN 
ACCEPTING THIS. 
‘SOONER, BUT. 


THE ONLY ONE | | THE ONE SHE'S. 
GOOD ENOUGH RUMORED TO 

To STAY WITH | | HAVE LEFT ONLY 
FOR A WHILE, BECAUSE SHE'S 


А LESBIAN, 


THE ONE WHO, APPARENTLY, IS A 
DOORMAT WHO DOES AS HE'S TOLD, 
MIGHT HAVE SOME MINOR CELEBRITY, 
IS UNLIKELY TO PRESSURE ANYONE 
FOR PHYSICAL ROMANCE, AND IS 
ABOUT TO BE ON THE REBOUND? 


HE MIGHT. 
BE PERFECT 
FOR ME. 


56 WHICH DO YOU 
THINK I SHOULD GO WITH? 
BLACK OR BLONDE? 


I DUNNO. IS THE 
COLOR OF YOUR 
FEMALE FORM'S HAIR 
WHILE SLEEPING 
REALLY THAT 
IMPORTANT? 


IT'S NOT JUST FOR SLEEPING. 
I WANT TO SETTLE ON A FORM 
TO ALWAYS USE WHEN BURNING 
OFF ENERGY. THAT WAY, I CAN 
GIVE "HER" A COVER STORY. 


YOU KNOW, IF YOU JUST. 
WENT OUT OF TOWN FOR A 
FEW DAYS, YOU'D PROBABLY 
BE DONE WITH THESE 
‘ENERGY BUILDUPS. 


THE FACT THAT I 
STOPPED GETTING 
ENERGY BUILDUPS DURING 
THE MYSTERY OF THE 
WERE-GOAT STRONGLY 
SUGGESTS IT WOULD. 


YOU'D HATE BEING A Tm USED TO 
COUPLE MILES OUT OF IT. BESIDES, 
TOWN FOR A FEW THAT'S NOT 
DAYS MORE THAN GUARANTEED 
PERIODICALLY HAVING 
TO SWITCH SEXES? 


YEAH, TM STILL 
THAT WAS NOT SURE WHY HE. 
JUST A DUDE WENT WITH A WERE- 
IN A MASK, GOAT. TM GUESSING 
RIGHT? HE JUST ALREADY 

HAD THE MASK. 


SAME HERE. WELL, ТЦ. BE HERE FOR 
DINNER PHYSICALLY, AT LEAST. GRACE 
WANTS TO WATCH A BUNCH OF CHRIST- 
MAS SPECIALS FOR THE FIRST TIME. 


‘OH! WELL, WE'RE SPENDING THE. 
DAY TOGETHER, THEN. SARAH AND 
TEDD BOTH ROPED ME INTO THAT. 


МАН, SHE'S--OKAY, 
SUSAN сот ROPED IN, | | SHE'S NOT IMMUNE TO 

ІҢ ,፲66. WE NEED HER | | GRACE'S PUPPY DOG LOOK, 

ኤኤ SNARKY COMMENTARY! / | BUT SHE'S WORKING, SO 
THAT DOESN'T MATTER. 


НЕН. YOU KNOW, IT'S FUNNY. 
TM SO USED TO WATCHING 
STUFF WITH SUSAN NOW THAT 


WATCHING STUFF WITHOUT 
HER SORTA MAKES ME FEEL 
LIKE ТМ CHEATING ON HER. 


WHAT'S WITH 
THE LOOK? 


I THINK IT WOULD BE GOOD FOR 
YOU TO THINK ABOUT WHY YOU 
FEEL THE WAY YOU DO ABOUT 
SOME THINGS. 


NOTHING. I WAS JUST... I 


MORE INTROSPECTIVE, 


THINK YOU SHOULD TRY BEING 


I TOLD YOU, I HATE 
TRAVELING. AND I DON'T 
LIKE LOOKING INTO MY 
OWN HEAD. 


LIKE WHY 
YOU'RE NOT 
EVEN TRYING 

TO GET RID OF 
YOUR ENERGY 

BUILD UPS 
ANYMORE. 


„OKAY, FINE. I'LL TRY 
DOING THAT IF YOU CAN 
ANSWER ME ONE SUPER 
IMPORTANT QUESTION. 


ME 
Va 


т KNOW YOU DON'T LIKE 
GETTING INTROSPECTIVE. HELL, 
I KNOW WHY YOU DON'T. 


BUT REALLY, THAT'S 
ALL THE MORE REASON 
WHY YOU SHOULD. 


I WORRY ABOUT WHAT 
MOTIVATES ME. I MEAN, NOT 
ALL THE TIME, BUT. 


I USED TO GET 
INTO A LOT OF FIGHTS. 
THEY WERE ALWAYS 
WITH BULLIES AND 
JERKS, BUT. 


I KNOW VIOLENCE MAKES 
SENSE SOMETIMES, BUT IT'S NOT 
REALLY HOW YOU FIX THINGS, 
YOU KNOW? DID I REALLY NEED 
TO HIT EVERYONE I'VE EVER HIT? 


I GUESS WHEN YOU 


HAVE I IGNORED NON- 
VIOLENT SOLUTIONS BECAUSE 
I WANTED A FIGHT? 


GET DOWN TO IT. I DONT MAYBE тт 
LIKE THINKING ABOUT WHY А BAD GUY. 
1 DO THE THINGS I DO 


BECAUSE I'M WORRIEI 
THAT, DEEP DOWN? 


D 


TUKED 

FIGHTING THEM. 

I DID IT WITH A 

SMILE ON MY 
FACE. 


OR AM I JUST 
NOT SMART 
ENOUGH TO THINK 
оғ THEM? 


OR AM I 
JUST VIOLENT 
AND STUPID? 


DO YOU THINK I 
NEVER WANT TO 


IT MAKES YOU ANGRY WHEN 
PEOPLE HURT OTHERS. IT MAKES 
YOU WANT TO HURT THEM. 


IN MANY CASES, YOU 
HAVE DONE 50 IN ORDER 
TO DEFEND PEOPLE. 


YOU LIKE TO YOU'RE NOT 
HELP PEOPLE. IT BAD. YOU'RE JUST 
WASN'T JUST 
THE FIGHTING 
YOU LIKED. IT 
WAS BEING A 

HERO. 


WHEN YOU WERE YOUNGER, THAT 
WAS ENOUGH. NOW THAT YOU'RE 

OLDER. YOU KNOW THAT BEING A 
HERO ISN'T ABOUT HITTING PEOPLE. 


т клон ancer. I KNOW | CEA WH crs “ርር. 
PANT An SADNESS, цул» баг 
አ OP SUN N TO 
ето Те USED 
TUER TO CROW STRONGER 
HELP ርር 


I AM HISTORY'S 


GREATEST MONSTER! 


TM ZYAWNÉ PRETTY 
‘SURE YOU'VE GOT 
COMPETITION FOR 

THAT TITLE. 


T DREAMED ABOUT 
A GIRL WHO'S A 
FRIEND WHO ISN'T 
MY GIRLFRIEND! 


YOU'RE A TEENAGER 

WHO HAD A NAUGHTY 

DREAM. TRULY YOU ARE 
AN ABOMINATION. 


COULD YOU ar 
LEAST ТАУ TO 
TAKE THIS 
‘SERIOUSLY? 


I AM TAKING THIS I CHEATED 
SERIOUSLY. YOU'RE 2 
THE ONE WHO'S 
GONE GOOFY. 


МО YOU--IT WAS A DREAM, 

JACKASS! YOUR JOB NOW IS 

TO FIGURE OUT IF IT MEANT 
ANYTHING, OR IF IT WAS 


JUST TEENAGE HORMONES, 


OH! WELL 
TEENAGE HORMONES, 
OBVIOUSLY. 


i 


I THINK YOU OWE 
IT TO EVERYONE. 
INVOLVED, INCLUDING 
YOURSELF, TO FIGURE. 
OUT WHAT YOU 
REALLY WANT. 


YOU ESPECIALLY OWE IT TO 
SARAH, SEEING AS WE DIDN'T 
REALLY WANT TO DATE HER 
IN THE FIRST PLACE, 


ОҒ COURSE WE "LOVE" SARAH, 
BUT WE DIDN'T! WE ALWAYS CARED 
MORE ABOUT NOT JEOPARDIZING 
THE FRIENDSHIP BY GIVING IN TO 
THE LUSTFUL FEELINGS WE WERE 
HAVING ABOUT A LIFELONG FRIEND. 


THEN SARAH WENT AND SAID 
“LOVE”, AND SUDDENLY IT WASN'T 
ABOUT GIVING IN TO LUST. IT WAS 
ABOUT ROMANCE AND TRUE LOVE.. 


RATHER QUICKLY, AND, 
WELL, THAT'S BECAUSE. 
3 REALIZED... 


CRAP. I SHOULDN'T 
БАУ ANYTHING 
ABOUT THAT. 


NO, SORRY. THAT OTHER STUFF 
WAS SHARED FEELINGS AND 
MEMORIES FROM BEFORE 

THE DIAMOND. 


THIS IS 
SOMETHING 


THAT MIGHT 
JUST BE ME, 


WE'RE VERY SIMILAR, BUT 


FE THINK I'D. 
BETTER, YEAH, 


бо! 
IT AT THAT. 


MO-OM! ELLEN'S 
WITHHOLDING RELATION- 
SHIP ADVICE! 


YEAH, MOM! 


WHAT DO I WANT. THAT'S 
ል STUPID QUESTION. I 
KNOW WHAT I WANT. 


OF COURSE, I ALTHOUGH... I GUESS THAT'S. 
GUESS I CAN'T MAKE THE ONLY TIME I'M THERE. 
EVERYONE HAPPY. WHEN I HAPPEN TO BE 
AROUND OR SOMEONE ASKS. 


I WANT EVERYONE 
TO BE HAPPY. 


THIS SHAMPOO SMELLS REALLY 
FRUITY. WHY DO WE GET THIS TYPE 
OF SHAMPOO? IS SMELLING LIKE 
FRUIT PUNCH A GOOD THING? 


EJ 
BUT I DO MY BEST! I'M 
ALWAYS HELPFUL! WHENEVER 
T SEE SOMEONE IN TROUBLE 
OR SOMEONE ASKS FOR MAN. THAT MAKES ME 
HELP, ГМ THERE! SOUND SORT OF LAZY. 
WHAT WAS I GUESS I COULD BE A BIT 
I THINKING MORE PROACTIVE, BUT THAT 
ABOUT? OH, DOESN'T HAVE ANYTHING TO DO 
RIGHT. WITH MY RELATIONSHIP STUFF. 


THEY SAY You 
SHOULDN'T 
‘SHAMPOO 
EVERY DAY, BUT 
WHEN I DON'T, 
MY HAIR GOES 
ALL FLAT. 


THERE'S NOT 
EVEN ANYTHING 
TO THINK ABOUT, 
REALLY. SARAH'S 
МУ ONE TRUE 
Love! 


‘OKAY, YEAH, I DREAMED 
ABOUT SUSAN, BUT ELLEN'S 
AT LEAST RIGHT ABOUT ONE 
THING, AND THAT'S THAT 
ТМ A TEENAGE DUDE! 


I'VE GOTS THE 
OVERACTIVE TEENAGE 
HORMONES! 


WHO CAN BLAME ME FOR 
HAVING A SEXY DREAM ABOUT 
A BEAUTIFUL, STRONG, - B oo 
INTELLIGENT WOMAN WHO'S d 
FUN, AND CHALLENGES ME, 
AND INTRODUCES ME TO 7 
COOL NEW THINGS, AND. 


ELLIOT? ARE YOU READY TO он. YOU, TVE NEVER 

GO? IT'S TIME TO OVERLOAD АН... YOU GOT BEEN THIS 

ON CHRISTMAS SPECIALS! INTROSPECTIVE, CONFUSED 
THEN. BEFORE. 


REALLY. THE "SHE'S FAMILY. 
он, SURE YOU HAVE. SPONTANEOUS CREATION HELP HER." 
WHAT. ABOUT AFTER YOU OF A FEMALE TWIN WITH 
TOUCHED THE DIAMOND? ALL OF YOUR MEMORIES. NOT THAT 
THAT WAS SIMPLE. COMPLICATED. 


LISTEN, UH, NO. I NEED TO SEE 


IF YOU'D RATHER SARAH, AND GOD KNOWS I 
STAY HERE. COULD USE SOME CARTOONS 
RIGHT ABOUT NOW. 


okay. ELLIOT WILL BE | | тнат зномо | | vou wi wor. 
HERE SOON, BUT THAT'S | | BE Easy WITH [| BE THE SARAH 
OKAY. JUST KEEP IT COOL, || CHRISTMAS WHO STOLE 
BE NICE, AND FOCUS ON || SPECIALS AND |a| CHRISTMAS! 
OTHER THINGS. You, 


I WANT то SAY ITS OUT OF RESPECT AND A 
зми JUST MONDERIG N | REFLECTION OF PEOPLE VIEWING THE POWERS 

БҰТА мну PEOPLE Look ур WHEN, \|| ar BE AS BEYOND THEIR IMMEDIATE REACH 
REFERRING TO HEAVEN WHEN ||| „др LOOKING DOWN WOULD BE DISRESPECTFUL. 

ATH 18 A SPINNING SPHERE J| | BUT PEOPLE USED TO THINK THE WORLD WAS 

FLAT, SO ITS PROBABLY JUST A RELIC OF THAT. 


SPEAKING OF WHICH, I WAS CONSIDERING THE 
POSSIBLE BENEFITS OF HAVING SMALLER BREASTS 
IN COMBAT. DO YOU HAVE AN OPINION ON THAT? 


YOU ARE 
SUCH ^ GOOD 
DISTRACTION. 


WELL WHAT ELSE AM г p ENT 
нони Suse i ЖУЛА 
CLASSES THAT CAN a 

በረው TUNES TO Ny 

p da 


FOCUS ON THE HOLIDAYS. 
DARN IT! OKAY, HE 1S WAY FOCUS ON FRIENDSHIP! Å 
Stay EXACTLY TOO MUCH FUN CALM BLUE OCEAN OF FRIEND- 

WHERE YOU ARE ТО TEASE SHIP WITH А BIG SHIP FULL OF 

WHILE I LET PONIES TALKING ABOUT THE 


THEM IN! MAGIC OF FRIENDSHIP... 


OH CRAP ELLIOT IS HERE CALM 
DOWN CALM DOWN GOTTA 
PROTECT THE CHRISTMASES 


Ї САМ DISTRACT ALL OF OKAY! LET'S GET THIS 


} Us FORA BIT witht E CHRISTMAS SPECIAL PARTY 
$ METAPHORICAL SHINY £ / 
че за 


T THOUGHT 
YOU WANTED 
TO WATCH 
CHRISTMAS 
‘SPECIALS, 


GRACE, THAT MOVIE 
ONLY TAKES PLACE AT 
CHRISTMAS TIME. IT'S 
‘ACTUALLY ABOUT AN 

'OFF-DUTY COP 
FIGHTING TERRORISTS. 
| IT'S PRETTY VIOLENT. 


WHAT DO- 
WAIT, DOES 
THAT TERM 
NOT APPLY 
To movies? 


I KNOW. I READ THE BACK 
OF THE BOX. ALSO, IT'S RATED 
“R” AND CALLED "DIE HARD". 


UH... SORRY. IM JUST 
‘SURPRISED YOU'D WANT TO 
SEE SOMETHING LIKE THAT. 


IVE READ 
THE SEVENTH 
HARRY POTTER 
BOOK. I CAN 
HANDLE THIS. 


TIVE HEARD IT'S 
REALLY GOOD. I 
KNOW THERE'LL BE 
MOMENTS I WON'T 
LIKE, BUT THOSE ARE 
THE MOMENTS THAT 
MAKE THE TRIUMPHS 
OF THE GOOD GUYS 
50 SATISFYING. 


“AND DIE HARD (5 A MOVIE: 
I CAN ENJOY BAD GUYS 
GETTING CLOBBERED 
WITHOUT ANY OF THE 
HORRIBLE, HORRIBLE GUILT! 


pum “кеі 


THAT DOESN'T 
MEAN I DONT 
HAVE MOMENTS 
WHEN I FEEL 
UKE HITTING 
THINGS. 


AND YEAH, т/м NON- 
VIOLENT TO MAYBE A 
FAULT, BUT THAT'S 
BECAUSE REAL LIFE HAS 
REAL CONSEQUENCES, 
АКО I REALLY DON'T 
WANT TO HURT PEOPLE. 


December 26th 


неу WHAT авс 
pon 
тэгээл ES ecd 
conversation в once 222136 THANK You 
again being represented — 
by the chatters dressed : - 
Up as thelr avatars ET 
MARGOT Pron 
This is due to the петите 


undeniable fact that just 
showing people typing at 
their computers would ደ; 
be the worst thing ever. 


It has absolutely nothing “መ. 3 
to do with it effectivey [LPR ANS 

being the perfect excuse 

for Justin and Susan to = 

dress up like it was 

Halloween time instead 


of Christmas time. 


REMIND ME TO INTRODUCE PRETTY 6500; 
YOU TO THE FALLOUT ACTUALLY. £ SPENT 
GAMES SOMETIME. HOW || most ርዮ IT WATCHING 

WAS YOUR CHRISTMAS? af وی کا‎ 
AWFUL CARTOONS WITH 
му COUSINS. YOU? 


N 


"CET 

ть 
ети | | Tirs 
ER 


YEP. HEY, ARE YOU 


ALONE RIGHT NOW? 
YEAH. WHY? ARE YOU 
ATTRACTED TO 
САМ I ASK YOU ELLIOT? 
SOMETHING PERSONAL? I SUPPOSE. у 
WHAT IS IT? 


16 THAT A DIG AT || | NO. гм SAYING I'M A HETEROSEXUAL 
HIS TRANSFORMING? YOUNG WOMAN. AND LIKE ANYONE ELSE 
MY AGE, I HAVE OVERACTIVE HORMONES. 


OF THE THREE MEN MY AGE WHO I REGULARLY SPEND 
TIME WITH, ELLIOT IS THE ONLY HETEROSEXUAL WHO IS NOT 
TEDD. OF COURSE PART OF ME WANTS TO BE WITH HIM. 


56 YOU ARE ARE vou SURE? rue SEEN || WELL, YES. WE'RE FRIENDS, AND rm 
ATTRACTED TO HIM. YOU TWO TOGETHER, AND || NOT GOING TO RUIN MY FRIENDSHIP 
TVE WATCHED EVERY WITH HIM AND SARAH BY ACTING ON 
EPISODE OF YOUR SHOW. MINDLESS HORMONES. 
YOU TWO HAVE CHEMISTRY. 


I WASN'T SAYING 
YOU SHOULD. 


YES, BUT IT DOESN'T MEAN 
ANYTHING! IT'S PRIMITIVE 
INSTINCTS BEING PRIMITIVE, 


GOOD, BECAUSE I FULLY INTEND TO KEEP МУ 

FEELINGS UNDER CONTROL. I'VE EVEN CREATED A 

LIST OF THINGS TO AVOID DOING SO I DONT SO 

MUCH AS ACCIDENTALLY SEDUCE ELLIOT. "ACCIDENTALLY" DRESS UP 
— - AS COUNSELOR TROI? 

YOU SERIOUSLY MADE A LIST. 


8 A 

V YES. TLL SEND 
You A COPY. 

A 


ОР COURSE NOT. 

EVEN IF I WANTED 
то, 1 WOULDN'T 
BETRAY SARAH, 


E] 


AA 

ІЙ venn THAT WOULD BE WRONG. ви 

Г | WHAT IF THEY BREAK UP Somebay 
Ur መ 


N 


BESIDES, WHAT KIND OF PERSON 
LURKS AROUND LIKE A VULTURE 


" N 
SORRY, I WAS AWAY FROM THE 
KEYBOARD. STILL A BETRAYAL, 
AND I DON'T EVEN WANT TO 
THINK ABOUT WHAT THAT 
COULD DO TO OUR GROUP. 


WAITING FOR A COUPLE TO BREAK UP? 


Ц 

‘SURE. HOW 
MANY ELLIOTS WITH REVIEW 
‘SHOWS IN MOPERVILLE CAN 
THERE BE? 


YEP! ONE OF 
CATALINA'S FRIENDS 
IS THE CO-HOST. 


“ARE YOU EVER GOING 
TO INTRODUCE ME 
TO THIS “CATALINA” 
FRIEND OF YOURS? 


TVE BEEN AFRAID 

TO BRING THIS UP, 

BUT, UM... THIS 
MIGHT BE A BIT 


мо, вит NÅ 
THE OTHER 


A HAIRCUT, BUT 
REALLY, WHAT 
MAN KNOWS 
WHAT TO DO 
WITH THEIR 
OWN HAIR? 


T.. GUESS SO, WHAT? IS SHE 
DIANE, BUT THE COMPETITION? SHE UH, THINK SHE 
OTHER HOST. DOESN'T LOOK 50 

HOT TO ME. 


WHAT?! NO SHE... OKAY; 
HER FACE IS MAYBE A 
LOOKS ALMOST... || LITTLE SIMILAR TO MINE, 
BUT THAT HAIR IS TOTALLY 
А DIFFERENT COLOR. 


IDENTICAL... TO 
you. 


IT'S NOT LOOK AT HER. EITHER 
JUST HER HE'S A SHRIMP AND 
FACE. SHE, THAT'S А SMALL SOFA, OR 
THAT GIRL (5 DEFINITELY 
TALLER THAN ME. 


LISTEN TO HER. 
VOICE. SHE SOUNDS. 

1 DON'T SOUND 
JUST LIKE YOU! ONT SON 


ENOUGH ABOUT LANKY. HM. WELL, THAT'S 
"WHAT CAN YOU TELL ЧМ... WELL, CATALINA А COMPLICATION. 

ME ABOUT HIM THAT I SAYS HE'S А DECENT “JERKS UNTIL STILL, HE WOULDN'T 

WON'T LEARN BY GUY, AND HER ATTITUDE | | pROVEN NOT- BE ABLE TO BUG ME 

WATCHING HIS SHOW? TOWARDS MEN IS А JERKS?" AT SCHOOL... MAYBE 
LOT LIKE YOURS. THAT'S A PERK. 


SHE'D USE A DIFFERENT J-WORD, 
BUT YES. OH, AND HE DOESN'T GO TO 
OUR SCHOOL. HE GOES TO NORTH. 


Тт NOT SURE. I DONT 
REALLY UNDERSTAND 
WHAT YOU'RE LOOKING 
FOR OR WHY YOU WANT 
TO DATE HIM. 


SOMEDAY, RHODA? 
I'M GOING TO MEET THE 
MAN OF MY DREAMS. 


HE'LL BE RICH AND HANDSOME, 
KIND AND COMPASSIONATE, 
INDEPENDENT AND ASSERTIVE, AND 
DO EVERYTHING I TELL HIM TO DO. 


THERE'S NO WAY I'M GOING TO 

SCORE A MAN LIKE THAT WITHOUT WHAT IF YOU JUST FALL IN LOVE 

A LOT OF DATING EXPERIENCE. THIS WITH SOMEONE SOMEDAY AND 

“ELLIOT” MIGHT NOT BE THAT MAN, THEY FALL IN LOVE WITH YOU? 
BUT HE SOUNDS CLOSER THAN 

MOST. HE'LL MAKE GOOD PRACTICE. 


AND, IF NOT, HE 
COULD STILL BUY 
ME STUFF. 


MAYBE тт 
MISSING SOME- 
THING, BUT... 


мо, NO, YOU'RE 

RIGHT. THE MOVIE 
COMPLETELY 

UNDERMINES ITS 
OWN MORAL. 


I WATCHED WHAT YOU 
TOLD ME TO WATCH! YOU WATCHED 
ል SEQUEL! WE 
WERE SUPPOSED 
WHY DID THEY А ТО WATCH THE 
NAME THE SEQUEL Rena 
THE SAME THING AS 
THE ORIGINAL?! 


REALLY? OH MAN, 
I'M GIVING MYSELF A 
COOKIE RIGHT NOW. 


NOW, гм NOT 


STRICTLY ANTI- 


ОР COURSE NOT. 


VIOLENCE... JÅ YOU'RE A MARTIAL ARTIST. 


YOU PUNCH THINGS. 


I DO PUNCH 


THINGS. CHECK 


OUT ዘሃ ABS! 


TONED ABS 
BY PUNCHING 
THINGS? 


МІНУ DD WE YOU WERE THE ONE 
WATCH THIS?! Си жене THE OM 
KNOW WHY IT ONLY 
GOT A FOUR PERCENT 
WHY DID WE ‘APPROVAL RATING! 
PLAY GOD?! 


WHY SHOULD I 
LIE ABOUT THAT? 
SOME MOVIES 
MAKE ME CRY. 


|2 


б 
ሆ 
т 


DON'T WANT 
TO FEED THE MALE 
‘STEREOTYPES! 


I KNOW, BUT WE 
COULD'VE JOKED 


т DONT... WAIT, 
AM I FEEDING SOME- 
THING OR EATING 
SOMETHING? 


December 27: VIDEO GAAAAMES! 


WHAT'S WITH YOU 
TODAY? I USUALLY ‘SORRY, 
HAVE TO AT LEAST PAY || rm... ለ BIT 
ATTENTION TO BEAT || DISTRACTED. 

YOU AT VIDEO GAMES. 


WELL, 

OBVIOUSLY. 

BY WHAT? By. Å 
QUESTION. 


WHAT 
QUESTION? 


WELL, I MEAN... THERE ARE 
ALL SORTS OF WAYS TO UKE 
ዳ PERSON AND WANT TO BE 
WITH A PERSON, BUT WHAT 
TAKES IT BEYOND FRIENDSHIP 
AND MAKES IT LOVE? 


NO, 
‘SERIOUSLY, I WAS SERIOUS. 
WHAT IT BEING THE 
QUESTION? ) | NAME OF THE BEST 
SONG EVER IS A 
COINCIDENCE. 
WHAT KIND 
OF QUESTION 
16 THAT? 


I CAN THINK OF A FEW 
THINGS I HAVE NO INTEREST 
IN DOING WITH YOU. 


I DONT KNOW, MAN. THERE ARE 
CENTURIES WORTH OF POETS 
TRYING TO SORT THAT STUFF OUT. 
I CAN BARELY EVEN RHYME. 


WHEN GRACE FIRST I THINK г THEN WE GOT TO KNOW EACH OTHER 
SHOWED UP, I THINK SHE MOSTLY LIKED. BETTER, AND... SHE'S GREAT. SHE'S 
MOSTLY LIKED THAT I WAS THAT SHE WAS SMART, FUNNY, CUTE, KIND-HEARTED, 
А BOY HER AGE WHO WAS ል WOMAN AND AND SHE GETS ME. LIKE, REALLY GETS 
NICE AND WASN'T LIKE A IN MY HOUSE. ME. BETTER THAN I DO. 
SIBLING TO HER. 


THERE'S 

NOBODY I'D 

RATHER BE 
WITH. 


so IT WASN'T Love | | єн. I DONT KNOW How ro DESCRIBE THE Hows | | ууну АВЕ you 
AT FIRST SIGHT. IT | | AND THE WHYS. GRACE AND I FELL IN LOVE. I EVEN ASKING 
WAS SOMETHING YOU | | DON'T KNOW EXACTLY WHEN OR HOW OR IF IT ABOUT. 
HAD TO WORK AT. WAS AT THE SAME MOMENT OR WHAT. I JUST 
KNOW SHE'S AWESOME AND THAT WE ARE. 


ARE YOU 
THINKING ABOUT 
BREAKING UP 
WITH SARAH?! 


THINK SO. MAYBE? 


ТО SORT THROUGH. 


NO! I MEAN, I DONT 


IVE GOT SOME STUFF 


WHAT IF YOU 
DO? WHAT'LL 
THAT MEAN FOR 
OUR GROUP? 


I... DONT KNOW. 
T'M SURE WE'D ALL 
STAY FRIENDS! 


IT... JUST MIGHT BE 
SUPER AWKWARD FOR A 
WHILE. MAYBE. AT BEST. 


YES. WE'LL ALL STAY FRIENDS. 
NOBODY IS LEAVING FOR EUROPE 
AND THEN NEVER VISITING 
BECAUSE IT'S ТОО EXPENSIVE TO 
VISIT EVEN IF IT'S CHRISTMAS. 


ISSUES. SO, WHAT? 


NOTHING. 


Bare I DO LOVE HER! I'M JUST. 


NOT SURE IF IT'S REALLY ANY 
DIFFERENT FROM THE WAY I 


YO DONT тнек. LOVE YOU, FOR EXAMPLE. 


YOU LOVE HER? 


NOT ROMANTICALLY! LIKE, 
REALLY CLOSE FRIENDS 
LOVE. LIKE FRODO AND SAM 
FROM LORD OF THE RINGS. 


I NEED A HUG TOO 

BADLY RIGHT NOW TO 

MAKE THE OBLIGATORY 
GAY HOBBITS ТОКЕ. 


okay. 56. 
WHAT'S MAKING 
YOU DOUBT THE 
LOVE? 


L UM... I SORT 
REALIZED I HAVE 
FEELINGS FOR. 
SOMEONE ELSE. 


or 


SOMEONE ELSE? DO I 
WANT TO KNOW WHO? 


PROBABLY 
NOT. NOT YOU. 
OR GRACE. 


THANK GOODNESS 
FOR SMALL FAVORS, 


Ca 


DIFFERENT ABOUT HER 
THAN SARAH. IT'S... ГМ 
NOT SURE I KNOW 
HOW TO DESCRIBE IT. 
BUT IT'S... DIFFERENT, 
SOMEHOW. YOU KNOW? 


MAYBE? YOU'RE 
BEING VAGUE. CAN 


YOU DESCRIBE HOW 


YOU FEEL ABOUT 
SARAH? 


SHE'S MY OLDEST FRIEND. I VE 
KNOWN HER EVEN LONGER THAN YOU. 
SHE'S ARTISTIC, FUN, FAMILIAR, CUTE, 
AND I FEEL COMFORTABLE WITH HER. 


I DONT 
KNOW WHY 
TD HAVE 
THESE OTHER 
FEELINGS FOR 
‘SOMEONE 
ELSE AND 


I CARE DEEPLY ABOUT HER 

AND I WANT HER TO ALWAYS 

BE PART OF MY LIFE! I DONT 
WANT TO HURT HER! 


SHE'S LIKE 
A SISTER 
TO ме! 


I HAVE TO 
BREAK UP WITH 
SARAH. 


N 


HOW THE 
HELL DO 1 
DO THAT? 


I WOULDN'T EVEN KNOW. 
WHERE TO BEGIN IF I WAS 
BREAKING UP WITH SOMEONE 
I NEVER WANTED TO SEE 
AGAIN. THIS IS SARAH. 


HOW DO I 
BREAK UP WITH 
HER WITHOUT 
BREAKING OUR 
FRIENDSHIP? 


MAYBE YOU SHOULD TALK ТО 
NANASE? SHE HAS A LOT OF |f MAYBE SHE 
EXPERIENCE WITH DATING, АМО ¬ CAN TELL 
YOU'RE STILL FRIENDS WITH Д YOU WHAT 
HER AFTER BREAKING UP! то 00! 


НН 
Bose JUST DONE 
NT TO DO የ 


RUNNING OFF TO 
GET NANASE TO 
TELL ME TO DO 
IT WOULD JUST 
BE AVOIDING 
RESPONSIBILITY. 


па EE 
кта ТЕАТ DOESNT 
CHANGE ANYTHING. 


I NEED TO BE 

dl 
TELL SARAH HOW 

I FEEL, AND I VE 
NEED TO GET IT 
OVER WITH AS 
SOON А5 
POSSIBLE, 


ITS THE 


RIGHT THING 
TO со. 


YOU'RE NOT 
ING TO MENTION 
SENG ATTRACTED 


ARE YOU? 


TO SOMEONE ELSE, 


THERE'S NO WAY THAT 


RELATIONSHIPS GONNA 
HAPPEN, ANYWAY. 


A change of location and a little hesitation later. 


OH. H-HEY, 
ELLIOT. 
WHAT'S ÙP? 


YEAH, UH, I 
WAS THINKING 
MAYBE AT 
THE PARK? 


THE PARK? 
ELLIOT, IT'S 
LITERALLY 
FREEZING 
OUTSIDE. 


OH. RIGHT. UM. 
HOW ABOUT THE 
MALL? WAIT, 


ELLIOT, ARE YOU 
TRYING TO PICK 
OUT А NEUTRAL, 
LOCATION THAT 
OFFERS SOME 
MEASURE OF 
PRIVACY? 


WHAT? IM 
SORRY, I 
DIDN'T 
CATCH ALL 
THAT. 


THAT'LL PROBABLY 
х BE CROWDED. 
YOUR HOUSE. 


WE CAN TALK 


AT YOUR 
HOUSE. IT'S 
FINE, 
IT'S FINE IT'S 
FINE. DID You | 
WANT TO 
TALK SOON? 
Ve M 


AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE, 9 
BUT. 


I CAN BE 
OVER SOON. I 
JUST NEED TO 
GET CLEANED 
УР FIRST. 


THAT'S GOTTA 
BE WHAT IT IS! | 
А NEUTRAL ЕН 
LOCATION THAT | 
STILL OFFERS 
PRIVACY? 


HE MUST 
WANT TO 
BREAK up | -) 
with me! | | 


I WAS ALL 
WORRIED ABOUT 
HOW I WAS 
GOING TO DO 
IT WITHOUT 
HURTING HIM, 
BUT IF HE'S 
GOING TO DO IT, 
WE'RE BOTH IN 
THE CLEAR! 


ALTHOUGH, 
I GUESS የ 
iS A UTTLE 

ANNOYING THAT | 
HE'S TAKING 

THE INITIATIVE 

ON THIS AND 
DIDN'T ON 
OTHER 
THINGS. 


AND WHY DOES 
HE WANT TO 
BREAK UP WITH 
ME? WHAT DID I 
DO WRONG? WAS 
ТА BAD GIRL- 
FRIEND? WAS I 
TOO PUSHY? 


ENOUGH? IS 

THAT WHY HE 

HARDLY EVER 
TOOK THE 
INITIATIVE? 


HE TOLD 
ME I WAS 
BEAUTIFUL. 

WAS THAT ለ 

ШЕ? DOES HE 
EVEN WANT 

TO STAY 
FRIENDS? 


Some washing, dressing, and a drive later. 


DING= 
DONG 


OKAY, ELLIOT, 
YOU CAN DO. 

THIS. DO NOT 
WUSS OUT! 


THOSE EYES... DOES SHE 

KNOW WHAT THIS IS? YOU 

CAN STILL DO THIS, ELLIOT! 
YOU HAVE TO DO THIS! 


wee, FIGURED የ BE UH-HUH, So. 
TALKING WHAT DO WE NEED 
IN THIS ETTER TANTE TO TALK ABOUT? 
cu UM, BEDROOM. 


WE ØVE YOU'RE MY OLDEST FRIEND 

женл АМО YOU MEAN А (ОТ ТО ME, CAN'T KEEP 

irs AND I WANT TO STAY FRIENDS /”ገ DATING EACH 
FOREVER AND EVER. OTHER. 


WHY DO WE "HAVE" 
ТО BREAK UP? 


UH... WELL, I REALIZED 
THAT... WHILE I DO 
LOVE YOU, МА 

WAY, IT'S, UH. 


‘SORRY, I, UH, 
SORT OF MUMBLED 
THAT. I SAID... 


WELL, YES. I MEAN, 


MAYBE NOT EXACTLY : 
tinea Seren aur | (7 он тыят 

тишке AN || | меу Sealy ie aio 

ETT COUSIN, ለክፍር፤ 


Your! 


IT'S NOT LIKE I WANT 
ТО FEEL THIS WAY! I 
THINK IT'S BECAUSE WE 
GREW UP TOGETHER. 


HOW DOES THAT MAKE AND BEFORE WE STARTED 
SENSE?! WHAT, JUST BECAUSE || SCHOOL WE HAD ALMOST 

‘OUR PARENTS ARE FRIENDS | | DAILY PLAY-DATES, AND THEN 
AND OUR EARLIEST MEMORIES || WE WERE IN ALL THE SAME 
INGLUDE EACH OTHER. CLASSES UP UNTIL... JUNIOR... 


N 


NO, BUT IT MAKES 
SENSE TO ME NOW, AND 
THAT'S BAD ENOUGH. 


DO YOU NEED A 
MOMENT? I NEEDED A 
MOMENT. AND THEN I 
FELL ON THE FLOOR, 


YEAH, THIS ALL SORT 
OF HIT ME LIKE A TON OF 
BRICKS. ፲.. NEVER REALLY 
‘APPRECIATED THAT 
EXPRESSION BEFORE... 


SARAH, ТМ 
‘SORRY. I 
NEVER WANTED 
TO HURT YOU. 


YOU WANT 
To STAY 
FRIENDS. 


VES! yes YES 
YES. FRIENDS 


UM... WELL, 
VES. THAT'S WHY 
TM TELLING YOU 


AND FRIENDS 
SHOULD BE 
HONEST WITH 


I MET WITH NANASE ON MONDAY. I 
MADE HER SWEAR TO SECRECY BEFORE 
ASKING HER FOR ADVICE ON HOW TO BREAK 
UP WITH YOU WHILE STAYING FRIENDS. 


YEAH, THAT'S 
PRETTY MUCH 

WHERE I WAS 
AFTER YOU 
CALLED ME. 


YOU WERE T REALIZED I WAS HAPPIER WITH 
ALREADY GOING OUR RELATIONSHIP WHEN WE WERE 
TO BREAK UP JUST FRIENDS, IT DIDN'T SEEM 
WITH ME..? UKE THERE WAS MUCH ACTUAL. 
ROMANCE BETWEEN US, WHICH I 

GUESS MAKES SENSE NOW. 


፲ PUT OFF GOING THROUGH 
WITH IT BECAUSE I DIDN'T 

WANT YOU TO ASSOCIATE THE 

HOLIDAYS WITH BREAKING UP. 


ANO POSSIBLY BECAUSE 
I HAVE A TENDENCY TO 
PROCRASTINATE. 


‘OUR EMOTIONS HAVE THEIR I GUESS гм 
OWN SET OF LOGIC. IT'S OKAY REALLY NOT A 
FOR YOU TO BE UPSET WITH BAD GUY. 
ME. A LOT OF GUYS WOULD BE 
FLIPPING OUT RIGHT NOW. 


YEUGH.. I WANT ТО BE UPSET. BUT... 
I WASN'T VERY ROMANTIC. AND THIS 
WOULD'VE GONE WORSE IF YOU'D BROKEN 
UP WITH ME BEFORE TODAY. AND I'M 
ALREADY BREAKING UP WITH YOU. 


50. THIS IS በ. 
WE'RE BROKEN UP. 


AND WE'RE 
STILL FRIENDS. 


'NO ONE IS EVER. 
GOING To BELIEVE 
OUR BREAK UP WENT 
THIS SMOOTHLY. 


ЕН, SPECIAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES. 
WE BOTH WANTED 
THE SAME THING. 


NOBODY'S GONNA BUY 
THAT. WE SHOULD SAY 
YOU THREW STUFF AT 

ME AND CHASED ME OUT 

OF MY OWN HOUSE. 


WELL, WE CANT 
Say I THREW STUFF AT \ / HMH. FINE. 
You. IM A GUY. PEOPLE | | BUT ONLY IF WE 
WOULD FLIP OUT. SAY I THREW A 
COUCH AT YOU. 


A BIG ONE. T 
WAS POWERED BY 
FEMININE RAGE. 


YOU THREW A 
COUCH AT ME. 


“AND THEN WE CALMED 
DOWN AND TALKED IT 
THROUGH AFTER YOU 
THREW THE COUCH? 


NO. I THREW 
MORE COUCHES 
AFTER THAT. 


-YES I'M SURE. 


I FIGURED 


WE EVEN SPECIFICALLY || THAT WAS, LIKE, 
SAY IT IN SEVERAL OF 
OUR REVIEWS. 


"ME THINKS SHE 
PROTEST-ETH 


ELLIOT AND I ARE 
JUST FRIENDS. HE HAS 
A GIRLFRIEND WHO'S NOT 
ME, AND HAPPENS ТО BE 
ዘሃ BEST FRIEND. 


WANT TO RENT SOME- 
THING OR NOT? 


SARAH! WHAT'S UP? 


WELL, UM... I KNOW YOU 
WORK LATE TONIGHT, BUT. 
ARE YOU FREE TOMORROW? 
TD REALLY LIKE IT IF WE 
COULD HANG QUT AND EAT 


UH, YEAH, 

TM FREE. IS 

SOMETHING 
WRONG? 


IT'S STIL. 


After some exciting recapping. 


IT WAS A LOT OF 
LITTLE THINGS, BUT... 
YEAH. I GUESS I SHOULD 


BUT HE'S NOT 
LIKE A BROTHER 
то YOU. 


50. You WOW. UH... WOW. I 


KNOW. KNEW YOU WERE A LITTLE. 8€ GLAD, GIVEN THAT 
WERE STILL | | ANNOYED BY HIS Lack OF “LIKE А SISTER" THING. 
FRIENDS. INITIATIVE, BUT. 


7 қ YOU ONCE TOLD ME YOU FELT LESS 7, 
[/ sur you ҮГ um, ! ATTRACTED TO ELLIOT AFTER НЕ | 
} DO Have A | YES. STARTED HAVING TO TRANSFORM, / 
^. SISTER. 50? 


NO. GRANTED, I 

DON'T KNOW WHAT “LIKE 

А BROTHER" WOULD FEEL 

LIKE, SEEING AS I DONT 
HAVE ONE. 


WHAT IF. 
THE ACTUAL 
REASON YOU | 

FELT THAT WAY | 
WAS THAT IT ( 

MADE HIM FEEL | 
MORE LIKE АГ! 

SISTERTO | 


NOPE. NOT 
CONSIDERING IT. 


IT COULD 
EXPLAIN A 
FEW-- 


Г DAMN. Т'М IMPRESSED. I DIDN'T THERE WASN'T A GOOD 
EXPECT YOU TO IMMEDIATELY REASON TO PUT IT OFF. 
BREAK UP WITH HER LIKE THAT. 


WELL, EXCEPT 
MAYBE THE RISK 
OF RUINING 
HOLIDAYS, BUT 
፲ HADN'T EVEN 

| THOUGHT OF 


I EVEN IF I IGNORED THAT SARAH IS 
зо WHAT NOW? T ( ) 
(52 21 NOW? EN በረ KER BEST FRIEND. WHICH ГМ NOT. 


ASKING SUSAN OUT. NOT. 
| resen 


THE LAST FEW 
MONTHS THINKING 
IT WAS WRONG TO 
THINK OF ANY 
WOMAN WHO 
WASN'T SARAH IN, 
UM... THAT way. ДД 


TET 


FOR ALL I KNOW, NOW THAT 
EM UNLEASHED, Г. WIND UP ETM SORRY. гэ * NO, NO! TM JUST 
FEELING THAT WAY ABOUT SEVERAL JUST... "UNLEASHED"! SURVEYING FROM THE 
WOMEN. I NEED TO FIGURE OUT WATCH OUT, LADIES! TALL GRASS! IM NOT 
HOW I REALLY FEEL.. BEFORE I. ELLIOT'S ON THE READY TO POUNCE ON 
PROWL! ANYTHING! 


ANYWAY, AS FOR RIGHT NOW "WHAT 
NOW", ТМ EMOTIONALLY EXHAUSTED. 
TM TAKING A BREAK FROM MYSELF. 


YOU HAVE TO BE IN I'M BETTING IT'S PROBABLY NOT 

YOUR "PARTY" FORM | | VIDEO GAMES ARE WISE TO USE A MIND- 

FOR THAT? CRAZY FUN IN BENDING TRANSFOR- 
THIS FORM. MATION TO RELAX. 


THE WEREGOAT WAS 
WAS ALL BUT A WEREMAN?! ER. 


som 
AN INSURANCE SCAM! MAN. BUT А MAN. восо WORK. 
THANKS, GIRLS! LADIES. 


WELL, Al JANE 
I CANT BELIEVE THEY TRIED BELIEVE IT Я 
PLAYERS’ SUPER- ок NOT, RHEA? J| YOU nen GO YOU WO 
STITIONS WITH FAKE GHOSTS! E VE SEEN 


THANK YOU. IT'LL MAKE THINGS 
MUCH SIMPLER IF I DRIVE. AND 
THANK YOU FOR LETTING МЕ GO 
TO THIS PARTY AT ALL, MOM>* 


<JUST BE SURE 
TO HONOR MY 
CONDITIONS, 

ESPECIALLY WITH 
YOU DRIVING> 


I WASN'T PLANNING TO TRY 
ALCOHOL FOR THE FIRST TIME 
WHILE SURROUNDED BY A BUNCH 
OF COLLEGE STUDENTS, ANYWAY.» 


«REALLY? AND ARE 
THERE CONDITIONS 

IN WHICH YOU 
WOULD DRINK?> 


<IF I WAS SOMEWHERE I FELT SAFE WITH PEOPLE I 
‘TRUSTED, IT'S POSSIBLE I WOULD. ГО TELL YOU AND 
DAD IF I DID, THOUGH, AND IT WON'T BE TONIGHT. 


т BELIEVE YOU... I MUST 
SAY, I CONTINUE TO BE 
"ASTONISHED BY HOW... 

HONEST YOU'VE BECOME». 


«SHE'S UKE 
APPLETACK? 


8 


20 
Y 


e 
\ 


«NO, I COMPARED 
YOU TO A PONY! BIG 
DIFFERENCE> 


“AKIKO, GO PLAY. I NEED TO DISCUSS 
‘SOMETHING WITH NANASE> «а WANT YOU TO KNOW 
THAT I'M PROUD THAT YOU HAVE 

BEEN HELPING PEOPLE. > 


I'M GOING TO SAVE ALL 
ОР THE PRINCESSESI> 


«BUT I WORRY ABOUT < KNOW IT'S «VES, BUT YOU ARE MAKING 
YOU GETTING HURT. IT IS NATURAL FOR YOU TO ENEMIES AND DRAWING A LOT 
ADMIRABLE TO HELP THOSE WORRY, BUT WE'RE NOT OF ATTENTION TO VOURSELF. 

IN NEED, BUT YOU ARE DEFENSELESS, AND IT'S TT.. COULD BE DANGEROUS> 
DEVELOPING A REPUTATION> А GOOD REPUTATION> 


“PERHAPS, BUT IF YOU GET IN OVER YOUR 
HEAD, I WANT YOU TO CALL YOUR UNCLE. 


Че ANYTHING, 
OUR REPUTATION 


SHOULD KEEP TM... NOT SURE WHAT HE DOES AT THE 
PEOPLE FROM FBI, BUT ГМ SURE HE COULD HELP» 
WANTING TO 


MESS WITH US> 


“DON'T WORRY 
MOM. ELLEN 
AND I CAN 

TAKE CARE OF 

OURSELVES> 


«THAT'S. 


PROBABLY A 
SAFE BET> 


DO YOU THINK 
YOU'LL HAVE TIME TO 
STOP BY AT ALL? 


I DONT KNOW. то 
PROBABLY BE RUDE IF WE 
LEFT BEFORE MIDNIGHT, 
АМО BY THEN IT'LL BE, 


WELL... AFTER MIDNIGHT. SHE SAYS SHE 


POINT. STILL, IT'D BE NICE IF 
YOU WISHED SUSAN A HAPPY BIRTH- 
DAY SOMETIME TOMORROW. 


DOESN'T CARE, BUT 
I THINK SHE'D 
‘APPRECIATE IT. 


THAT'S GOTTA BE 
WEIRD, STARTING 
YOUR BIRTHDAY 
RIGHT AFTER THE 

BALL DROPS? 


TECHNICALLY, 
TEN MINUTES AFTER 
THE BALL DROPS. 


SAY WHAT NOW? 
SHE WAS BORN 
TEN MINUTES AFTER 


WHO KEEPS MIDNIGHT. 


TRACK OF THE 
MINUTE THEY 
WERE BORN? 


WELL, IN LIGHT OF 
SUSAN OLDNESS, WE 
MIGHT STOP BY. WELL 
SEE HOW THINGS GO. 


IS IT JUST ME, OR 
DOES IT SEEM WEIRD 
THAT SUSAN IS THE 
YOUNGEST PERSON 
IN OUR GROUP? 


50. UM, YEAH. SO. 
YOU'RE ELLIOT CAN DRIVE 
DRIVING. Аб HIS CAR. YOU JUST 

NOTICED THIS? 


TM JUST SAYING 
THAT ONE COULD 
SAY YOU'RE A. 
А DESIGNATED 
DRIVER? 


IT'S ILLEGAL, AND 
MY MOM SAID I 
COULD GO TO THE 
PARTY ON THE 
CONDITION THAT 
WE DON'T DRINK. 


እያ AND RUN AWAY F 
፡ WE SEE DRUG USE. 


HM. I GUESS I DID 
AGREE TO GO ALONG 
WITH WHATEVER HER 
‘CONDITIONS WERE... 


(Vel 
እ [ሠሪ 
WE SMOOCHED ON 


IT. NO BACKSIES. 


BUT WHAT IF I USED MY COPY SPELL TO 
MAKE ME LOOK LIKE SOMEONE ELSE FOR A BIT? 
TECHNICALLY, IT WOULDN'T BE ME DRINKING! 
IT'D BE, LIKE, A SECOND RHEA DRINKING! 


Т THINK THERE ARE SOME 
PROBLEMS WITH THAT PLAN. 


THEY WON'T! тц. 
ZAP HER WITH MY 
VS BEAM TO KEEP 
US FROM BEING 
IDENTICAL, 


Д 


ZENER 
APRA GNÅ G gur 
Cm, AN ce apartment BULDINGS 
vou SURE were PS) сев DOESNT. ра 
N THE mor Е 
BIG ASS RECTANGLES 
AAA WITH WINDOWS. 
6:7 nese ме В) 
TH ni 
APARTMENTS, 


EVEN SO, THEY MUST BE 
HUGE APARTMENTS. WHAT WAIT. ARE THESE FRAT 
KIND OF COLLEGE STUDENT HOUSES? ARE WE GOING 
CAN AFFORD A PLACE LIKE. TO A FRAT PARTY? 


IN PLACES LIKE THIS BEFORE. 
‘THERE'LL BE MORE THAN ONE 
APARTMENT PER BUILDING. 


6 NOW WHERE ARE THE 


APARTMENT NUMBERS ON 
THESE MONSTROSITIES.. 


RHEA'S A I'M FAIRLY 
WOMAN. SHE'D BE CERTAIN WE 
E NOT. 


ሥር 


59 


YOU'RE ACTUALLY THE FIRST 
TO ARRIVE, NOT COUNTING MY 
ROOMMATES AND SISTER. 


wow. 
APARTMENT 
STAIRS. 


ОН, YEAH. IF ONE WERE 

FEELING CHARITABLE, I GUESS. 

THEY COULD CALL THIS LITTLE 
ENTRYWAY OUR BASEMENT. 


ALL SORTS OF 
FUN! COMPLETE WITH 
TWO OF MY ROOM- 
MATES REPEATEDLY 
QUOTING ROSS FROM 
FRIENDS. 


“PIVOT!” 


“PIVOT!” 


STILL, CAN'T COMPLAIN. 
THREE BEDROOMS, LOTS 
OF ROOM. 


E ROO AT ire 
EE 
E | 
9 | 
Y | 
< А. 
> 
A ` 


ETE 


THREE ROOMMATES 
AND MYSELF, WE NEED 


HELLO0000. 


ІГІ 


WELL. YES. AS KNOCK IT OFF. ርቢ ርር 

OF TODAY. I AM NOBODY canes тама SUPER 

OFFICIALLY AN WHAT TIME T INTERESTING! 
ADULT, WAS BORN, 


WELL THEN! LITTLE OF CURSE NOY ARE 
DIANE HERE WAS 
BORN TEN MINUTES 
BEFORE MIDNIGHT. 


WHATEVER. IM 
GOING TO GO USE YOUR 
COMPUTER, SEE IF RHODA 
‘OR LUCY ARE ONLINE. 


У 


JUST BE SURE TO STAY 
OUT OF THE FOLDER 
NAMED "GENDER STUDIES” 

BEFORE ELEVEN-FIFTY! 


HEHE. I'VE GOT A COUPLE THINGS 
TO TAKE CARE OF BEFORE OTHER 
GUESTS ARRIVE. HAVE A LOOK AROUND! 
MAKE YOURSELF COMFORTABLE. 


‘SUSAN WAS 
BORN TEN MINUTES 
AFTER MIDNIGHT! 


THE AVERAGE DELIVERY TIME BETWEEN 
TWINS IS SEVENTEEN MINUTES. TWENTY 
MINUTES IS TOTALLY POSSIBLE. 


` 


BUT THEY CANT BE TWINS. THEY'RE TOO 
IDENTICAL TO BE FRATERNAL, AND SUSAN'S 
ТОО TALL FOR THEM TO BE IDENTICAL! 


‘SUSAN 
AWAKENED. 
N 


SAY WHAT NOW? 


WHEN SHE, SARAH AND GRACE 
WENT ON THAT ROAD TRIP. SHE 
HAD AN ANGST-INDUCED MAGIC 
AWAKENING! HER GROWTH SPURT 
WAS SOON AFTER THAT! 


TEDD THINKS HAVING 
MAGIC ENERGY CAN AFFECT 
APPEARANCE. IT COULD BE THE 
ONLY REASON WHY THEY'RE 
NOT THE SAME HEIGHT! 


OKAY, BUT... IF THEY 
ARE TWINS, AND DIANE'S 
‘ADOPTED, BUT SUSAN'S 
NEVER SAID THAT SHE'S 


THERE'S A POSSIBILITY 
THAT SUSAN WAS 
ADOPTED, HAS A TWIN 
SISTER, AND DOESNT 
KNOW ABOUT TT. 


REGRET AGREEING TO 
NO ALCOHOL. 


N / mm 


| 


‘And now, a fancy visual 


representation of Diane 
chatting on the interwebs! 


DIANE! HELLO! 
HOW'S THE PARTY! 


HASN'T STARTED YET. IS 
THAT CATALINA WITH YOU 
IN YOUR AVATAR? 


Because typing Is boring. 


он. YES. JUST BUDDIES JOKING 
AROUND IN A PHOTO BOOTH. 
YOU KNOW HOW IT IS. 


DIDN'T I TELL YOU? SHE'S 
ELLIOT'S SISTER. SHE'S 
PROBABLY YOUR BEST SHOT 
AT MEETING ELLIOT. 


THE LOVEBIRDS ARE STILL IN THEIR ROOM. I'M 
NOT SURE IF THE GEEK IS EVEN GOING TO 
COME DOWNSTAIRS, AND THE ONLY GUESTS 
WHO'VE SHOWN UP YET ARE THE MEDDLERS. 


‘OH! I GUESS YOU'RE 
GOING TO TRY AND BE EXTRA 
NICE TO ELLEN, HUH? 


SERIOUSLY? WAIT, I DON'T KNOW. 
IF THEY'RE SIBLINGS, GRACE ABRUPTLY 
WHY 00 THEY GO TO CHANGED THE 

DIFFERENT SCHOOLS? | | SUBJECT AFTER 


‘SPEAKING OF CHANGING THE 
SUBJECT, THIS REALLY IS AN AMAZING 
APARTMENT. IT'S LIKE A HOUSE WITH 


THAT'S NOT WHAT I MEAN. 


WHAT? YOU. 

DON'T WANT 

YOUR MAGIC 
BACK? 


BEST I CAN FIGURE FROM MY 
SPELLBOOK, THE ANGEL SPELL 
HAS... STRANGE RESTRICTIONS, 
IN ANOTHER 

BIG FIGHT. 


I CAN'T CAST OTHER 
‘SPELLS WHILE USING IT, WHICH 
ISN'T THAT STRANGE. IT'S 

GUARANTEED TO CAUSE A 


T' SURE YOUR MAGIC WILL COME 
BACK EVEN WITHOUT A DRAMATIC 


MOMENT TO TRIGGER IT. 


BURNOUT FOR AT LEAST A DAY, 
WHICH IS A LITTLE STRANGER. 


I WAS ALREADY A FAIRY 
DOLL SPELL AWAY FROM 
BURNING OUT THE FIRST 
TIME I USED IT. TM LUCKY 
I WASN'T HURT WORSE. 


IF I CAN CAST 

THAT SPELL? 

SOMEONE'S IN 
DANGER. 


STRANGEST OF ALL, 
THOUGH? I CAN ONLY USE 
IT DEFENSIVELY. I CANT 
JUST CAST IT WHEN I 
FEEL LIKE IT. 


THAT'S... REALLY STRANGE. THE OTHER 
STUFF. I FIGURE TEDD CAN TECHNO- 
BABBLE UP SOME REASONS WHY THOSE 

MAKE SENSE, BUT THAT LAST ONE. 


TE DOGS гут ME IN Som 
መው motes SORT = т мент IUST 
ЁС nacie N J] PEA BAD IDEA TO 


OF A FIGHT. 


OH. WELL, 
THAT MAKES ОР COURSE, THERE IS 
SENSE. THAT OTHER POSSIBILITY, 


IT'S A SPELL THAT REQUIRES 
SACRIFICE, CAN ONLY BE USED TO 
DEFEND, MAKES ME LOOK LIKE AN 
ANGEL, AND I GOT IT IMMEDIATELY 
AFTER ASKING GOD FOR HELP. 


I DONT KNOW, 
BUT I THANKED GOD 
ALL THE SAME. 


WHERE--OH. HIDDEN 


YOU TWO ARENT 
ALREADY GOING ALL WALL- 
IN THE CORNER. 


WALL- 
FLOWER, ARE YOU? 


TO BE FAIR, 
I CAN BE. 


BUT THEN I GET MAD 
AT MYSELF FOR IT AND GET 
ALL LOUD AND SNARKY. 


RIGHT, WELL... ТМ SORRY 5 
IF I WAS RUDE EARLIER. BOR TORRE! 
THIS PARTY ISN'T EXACTLY 


21 x 
pU 
ТЫМЫ Сата 
TODAY AND IT'S MADE. CAN BE WITH BUT THEN I DID, AND 


| 


I HAD A LITTLE TOO 
MUCH TO DRINK AT А 
PARTY. EVERYONE WAS 
DRINKING. YOU KNOW 
HOW THAT IT IS. 


IT'S CRUEL AND UNUSUAL PUNISHMENT TO MAKE 
ME GO TO THIS PARTY AND NOT LET ME DRINK. 
I'M GOING TO BE THE ONLY SOBER LOSER HERE. 


ако YOU SHOULDN'T LET 

ANYONE PRESSURE YOU INTO IT, 
BUT BEING THE ONLY SOBER 

PEOPLE AT A PARTY LIKE THIS.. 


LET'S TALK ABOUT 
SOMETHING ELSE. 
ELLEN! I UNDERSTAND 
THAT YOU'RE ELLIOT 
DUNKEL'S SISTER? 


NOT PERSONALLY, 
BUT I VE SEEN 
EVERY EPISODE OF 
HIS REVIEW SHOW! I 
THINK IT'S GREAT! 


А SUGHT 
RESEMBLANCE? 
YOU TWO ARE 
PRACTICALLY 


‘SORRY, WE'RE BEING RUDE. WERE 
FRIENDS WITH SUSAN, AND WHEN WE 
NOTICED THERE WAS A RESEMBLANCE 

BETWEEN YOU TWO, IT WAS SURPRISING. 


SOME PEOPLE JUST LOOK 

SIMILAR, HOWEVER, AND I KNOW 

IT'S NOT FUN TO BE TOLD YOU 
LOOK LIKE SOMEONE ELSE. 


sian ву 

pog I | (Буе ነጡ 

RHODA SAID I LOOKED GOT YOUR OWN 
LIKE HER, TOO. STYLE. 


GRANTED, IT'S A BIT WORSE WHEN 
YOU'RE BEING TOLD YOU LOOK LIKE YOUR 
BROTHER, BUT STILL. SORRY ABOUT THAT. 


THANK YOU. UM... PEOPLE 
HAVE ACTUALLY TOLD YOU 
THAT YOU LOOK LIKE YOUR 
BROTHER? 


REALLY? BUT STILL 


Back to Five Story Comics a Week, Mon-Friday 


EVERYONE Likes movies! | | x NEVER REALIZED rr COULD 

ANYWAY, RHODA \ / T DIDNT OKAY, MOST OF THEM ARE | | ВЕ FUN TO JUST LISTEN TO 
INTRODUCED ME TO |/ know you || | ABSOLUTELY TERRIBLE, BUT | | PEOPLE TALKING ABOUT 
ELIOTS REVIEWS. || HAD AN THEY'RE SOMETHING TO 


T REALLY LIKE H- 
RELLE Д INTEREST IN WATCH AND TALK ABOUT 


CAREFUL THERE, 
DIANE. THAT'S HOW NERDS 


ОН THANK 
GOODNESS. 
DON'T SCARE 
ME LIKE THAT. 


PEOPLE ARE WHO THEY ARE. 
WATCHING REVIEWS DOESN'T 
MAKE YOU А NERD. 


DON'T SUPPOSE 
IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE, 
WHAT WITH ELLIOT 
BEING YOUR BROTHER 
AND ALL, TO. 


TO, BUT WITHOUT COMPLICATIONS. 
LIKE BEING SARAH'S BEST FRIEND! 


I HAVEN'T SEEN ALL OF HIS VIDEOS 
UKE YOU HAVE, DIANE, BUT I HAVE 
SEEN A FEW. YOU WERE LISTENING 
THE SEVERAL TIMES HE MENTIONED 
HAVING A GIRLFRIEND, RIGHT? 


То SIMPLY LIKE TO WHY NOT ASK I DIDN'T KNOW 

MEET ONE OF THE | [ US ABOUT SUSAN? THAT UNTIL JUST A 

HOSTS OF A SHOW WE'RE FRIENDS MINUTE AGO. 
THAT I ENJOY. WITH HER, TOO. 


ላ 
7 SERIOUSLY, 
WHERE ARE 
THEY? 
OKAY THEN. ELLEN, I'M SURE 5 
I'M SURE WE холо ве WILLING то | ( ELLIOTS ON 
COULD ARRANGE ASK ELLIOT ABOUT-~ Jag THE MOON! 
‘SOMETHING. 


"x 


IS THAT A 

GOOD THING? DO 

WE WANT TO BE 
ADORABLE? 


YOU GOT BACK AN 
ESCAPED GORILLA FOR 
‘CRYING OUT LOUD! 


AS 


AH-HA! THE OLD 
1. AMUSEMENT PARK OWNER! I 
KNEW IT ALL ALONG! 


SO AT THIS POINT, IM 

NOT SURE WHEN T'LL GET 

TO MEET ELLIOT, AND TUL 
PROBABLY GET STUCK 
MEETING LANKY, TOO. 


HAVE ANY 
IDEAS, LUCY? 


STOP OBSESSING OVER SOME 
DORK WHO DOES A REVIEW SHOW 
WITH YOUR DOPPELGANGER? 


‘SERIOUSLY, WHY DO YOU 

LIKE THIS GUY? HE SEEMS 

OKAY IN THOSE REVIEWS, 
BUT NOTHING SPECIAL. 


PLUS, THAT VIDEO STORE 
GIG HE HAD? THAT WAS JUST A 
‘SUMMER JOB. YOU THINK HE'S 
GOING TO BUY YOU NICE THINGS 
WITH HIS ALLOWANCE? 


‘SCREW THE RULES. 
I'M DRINKING TONIGHT. 


SO HOW DO 
YOU TWO FIND 


THEY'RE DETECTIVES! 
MYSTERIES, 


WE PAY ATTENTION, AND NOW 
MYSTERIES FIND THEM. MOSTLY. IF WE THAT WE HAVE 
‘SOMEONE'S SO GOING HEAR ABOUT SOME- ል REPUTATION 
TO GET MURDERED AT THING AND CAN AND ADORABLE 

THIS PARTY. HELP, WE DO. FANBOYS. 
N 


Co 


“SOME PEOPLE 
CONE TO US, 
LIKE RHEA DID. 


|| [ተ 


TECHNICALLY, 
THAT WAS ME. 


TTA 


THE STAIRS. 
T AM AN AFICIONADO OF SPOOKY THINGS 
АМО HAVE BEEN FOLLOWING YOUR WORK. 
N 


1 ALSO FIGURED YOU'D BE A GOOD 
CHOICE IF THE GHOST WAS REAL. 
N 
T ASSUMED YOUR 
MEDDLING WOULD 
BE PERFECT FOR 
UNMASKING A 


You TWO ARE WAY 
‘OVERDUE TO DEAL 
WITH SOMETHING 
GENUINELY SPOOKY. 
FAKE GHOST. 


WE NEED A BETTER 
DRINKING GAME. 
NOT ENOUGH OF 
US HAVE ACTUALLY 
‘DONE THINGS, 


| UPSTAIRS? `; 


7" гм SURPRISED WE Y 
^, LASTED NG. / 


You're NOT 
THE ONLY ONE 
WHO CAN BE 
SNEAKY. 


IMPRESSIVE 
MOVES. 
THOUGH. 


YEAH, WELL, YOU LEARN WHEN 
YOU HAVE A NOSY FAMILY. 


WHAT DO 
YOU CARE IF I 
HAVE A DRINK? 


он, I DONT. го. 

ACTUALLY LOVE TO 

LET YOU DRINK THAT 
STUFF AND SEE 
WHAT HAPPENS. 


BUUUUT I 
OWE YOUR. 
SISTER A DEBT. 
50 I GOTTA 
LOOK OUT 
FOR YOU. 


НЕН. THERE'S NON- 
ALCOHOLIC PUNCH IN THE 

FRIDGE, KID. DRINK SOME OF 
THAT iF YOU'RE THRSTY. / 


THANKS. 
WHAT'D 
RHEA DO, 

LOAN YOU A 
TWENTY? 


BESIDES, I DOUBT 
YoU' LIKE THIS STUFF. 
IT'S GOT A WEIRD 
AFTERTASTE. BLEH. 


YEAH, SURE, 
WHATEVER. 


THANKS FOR LETTING 
US HANG OUT HERE FOR 
А BIT, CHARLOTTE. 


I DONT THINK GHOSTS ARE REAL, 

BUT THE UNIVERSE IS A VAST REALM OF 

ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES THAT DOESN'T 
CARE HOW WELL I UNDERSTAND IT. 


TAKE THAT, BOO! HEY 
CHARLOTTE, DID YOU REALLY 
THINK THE LOCKER ROOM GHOST 
MIGHT'VE BEEN REAL? 


| I FIGURED YOU 


WOULD AT LEAST EITHER 
CATCH THE CULPRITS, OR 
CONFIRM A SUPER- 
NATURAL ELEMENT. 


SO WE'D EITHER SOLVE 
EVERYTHING OR CONFIRM 
SPOOKINESS. GOOD CALL. 


JELL YEAH! 
SIX SPACES! 


I ALSO FIGURED YOU TWO WERE A 

GOOD CHOICE BECAUSE I GRADUATED FROM 

MOPERVILLE SOUTH LAST YEAR AND I HAVE 
А DOLL WITH NANASE'S FACE ON IT. 


IT WAS ON THE FLOOR OUTSIDE OF 

My CLASSROOM THE DAY EVERYONE HOW COULD I MADE TWO FAIRY DOLLS WHILE 

FELL ASLEEP. SHE... WAT. TRYING TO WARN ELLEN! WE NEVER 
GOT THE SECOND ONE BACK! 


I FOUND IT BY STEPPING ON 
IT, SO TM SORRY IF IT WORKS 
ОКЕ A VOODOO DOLL. 


THEY SAID IT WAS A GAS LEAK, BUT I DID. 

А LOT OF DIGGING. SEVERAL SPOOKY FOLKS BASED ON WHAT I'VE BEEN ABLE TO 
SAY IT WAS A SPELL CAST BY THE GUY FIND ON GUARDIAN FORMS, NANASE'S SUDDEN 

WHO SNUCK INTO THE SCHOOL, AND THAT HAIR COLOR CHANGE, THE DOLL, AND PEOPLE. 
HE GOT INTO A FIGHT WITH SOMEONE SAYING YOU TWO WERE MISSING WHEN 
WHO WAS USING A "GUARDIAN FORM' EVERYONE WOKE UP. 


TM GUESSING | 

NANASÉ WAS THE GUARDIAN. GOING TO WIN ANY MINI 
AND THE ATTACKER WAS AMES IF YOU DON'T LOOK 
AFTER ELLEN. uar ቡሮ በ 


FOR THE HYPOTHETICAL SAKE 
OF A CAUTIOUS ARGUMENT. 
LET'S SAY YOU'RE MAYBE ON 
TO SOMETHING. DO YOU WANT 
SOMETHING FROM US? 


NO. WELL, IT'S BECOME AWESOMELY 
YES BUT NOTHING 7 UNDENIABLE IN THE PAST YEAR 
NEFARIOUS. Д THAT THERE ARE GENUINELY SPOOKY 
- THINGS GOING ON, AND I DO MY 
BEST TO KEEP TABS ON IT ALL. 


THING IS, ONCE I DO FIND 
SOMETHING SUSPICIOUS, 
THERE'S NOT MUCH I CAN DO 
ABOUT IT BEYOND SHARING 
INFORMATION ON MY SPOOKY 
FORUMS AND SOUNDING LIKE 
А SPOOKY NUTJOB. 


WHAT I WANT 15 TO KNOW WHETHER YOU 
TWO ARE THE RIGHT PEOPLE TO CALL IF I THINK 
‘SOMETHING TRULY SPOOKY IS GOING ON. 


YEAH. I WE CAN'T GUARANTEE ANYTHING, 
GUESS WE BUT IT'S POSSIBLE THAT WE'D BE A 

“ARE. SUPER GOOD CHOICE WHO CAN EITHER 
HELP OR CONTACT OTHERS WHO CAN. 


1 


NANASE 
AND ELLEN 
ARE STILL 
UPSTAIRS, 


ЄН, I THOUGHT THAT 
MIGHT HAPPEN. GOOD 
OL’ CHARLOTTE. SHE'S 
А BIG OL“ INTROVERT, 
BUT SHE'S GOOD 
‘COMPANY. 


AND I BELIEVE 
DIANE IS STILL 
IN YOUR ROOM. 


POOR GIRL. STILL, 
SHE'S SUPPOSED TO 
BE OUT HERE, SEEING 
US WITH SOBER EYES. 


WHAT'S THE 
LOGIC THERE, 


WELL, TO SHOW 

HER THE SPECTRUM OF 

DRINKING! SHE SHOULD 

SEE HOW SOME OF US 

ARE HAVING FUN DRINKING 
IN MODERATION. 


YESH. AND HOW 
OTHERS HAVE HAD 
MORE AND WON'T 
FEEL GOOD AND ACT 
DUMB AND STUFF. 


UH-HUH. ARE 

You SURE YOU'VE 

BEEN DRINKING IN 
MODERATION? 


ee nen 
MET TER 
Lg 


YES, BUT I COME FROM A 

LONG LINE OF INSUFFERABLE 

PEOPLE WITH ABSURDLY HIGH | / I MEHT. 
TOLERANCE FOR ALCOHOL. 


HEY, CHARLOTTE? YOU SAID 
SOMETHING EARLIER ABOUT 
"GUARDIAN FORMS"? 


WELL... THIS GUY CALLED "TENGU" ON 
MY FORUMS WROTE THAT MAGIC CAN 
‘TRANSFORM SOMEONE INTO A GUARDIAN 
FORM IF THEY HAVE A RARE COMBINATION 
ОҒ MAGIC TALENTS AND SELFLESSNESS, 


HE CLAIMED THAT  / THE REQUIREMENTS TO 
THE FORMS VARY, OBTAIN THE NECESSARY 
BUT SHARE CERTAIN |] SPELL HAS LED SOME TO 
CHARACTERISTICS, BELIEVE THEM TO BE 
DIVINE IN NATURE. 


JAN 


I SUSPECT THAT IS WHY, IN SPITE 
OF ALL THE SECRECY, TVE BEEN 
ABLE TO FIND WORD OF SOMEONE 
HAVING USED A GUARDIAN FORM 


AS WITH GHOSTS, 
I CAN'T SAY WITH 
CERTAINTY. AS FAR AS I 
CAN TELL, IT'S MORE 
ASSUMPTION THAN 
TESTED CONCLUSION, 


HOW WOULD YOU 
TEST FOR THAT? 


YOUR HAIR LOOKS COOL, BY 
THE WAY. I ASSUME YOU DYED 
IT BACK TO RED AT ONE POINT, 


THAT DAY FROM SEVERAL SOURCES. 


THEN LET IT GROW OUT? 


EVEN THOUGH IT REALLY 
‘SHOULDN'T BE A BIG 
DEAL FOR ME TO HAVE 
А COUPLE OF DRINKS. 


тм JUST COMING 
OUT TO GET А SODA. 
АМО MAYBE A SLICE 
OF PIZZA OR THREE. 


TT SHOULDN'T? 
OKAY. ГИ. GET 
YOU A CUP. 


YOU... WHAT. 
ARE YOU DOING. 
ARE YOU MESSING 


T'M TALKING WITH 

YOU. WOULD YOU 

LIKE ME TO MESS 
WITH You? 


NEED TO BE 


BEST NOT TO 
SARCASTIC. 


BE, THEN. 


DID... DID THEY 
LOOK LIKE THAT 


I KNOW I HAVEN'T I MEAN. 

BEEN OUT HERE MUCH, WEREN'T THERE 
BUT I COULD'VE BOYS AT THIS 
‘SWORN THAT. PARTY BE-- 


IS THAT... RICK?! 1 
AÍ ако ELIJAH. 


IS SOMETHING N / yes. THEYVE 


eee 1 WRONG?! THEY'RE i. ALWAYS BEEN | 
7" WHATEVER. WHY i ‘WOMENS! WOMEN. i 
$ IS HE... THEY... WITH I || / 6 SOMETHING å 

THE BOOBS. ነ WRONG? / 


/ No 8ሀ፲፲ ^ 


THEY WERE BOYS 


(um nooo o Y on wien oo, || emet ТОМО evve if мо алт ነ 
THEY HAVENT?! } V, THEY CHANGE? 2 ||! ALWAYS BEEN BOYS DON'T 11 BELIEVE YOU. I 


M - \ УОИ REMEMBER?! 


MUSIC AND STOP TALKING ار‎ 


NEED TO 


Ж 


I'M NOT 
DRUNK! I DIDN'T 
EVEN HAVE ANY 
OF THE PUNCH! 


YOU DIDN'T? 
STEALTHY. 


I KNOW, BUT 
SOME BUSYBODY 
GOT IN THE WAY! 


BUT YOU'RE SO 


UM, CHARLOTTE? EITHER SOME 
NEW WOMEN WITH THE SAME 

OUTFITS AS THE MEN SHOWED 
UP, OR SHE'S NOT KIDDING. 


IT'S HARD TO 
TELL FROM UP 
HERE, BUT THE 
WOMEN LOOK 
DIFFERENT, 


I CANT SEE HER 
FROM HERE... MAYBE 
WE'RE WRONG. DID YOU 
NOTICE ANY PHYSICAL 
CHANGES WITH THE 


LOOK, I'VE BARELY BEEN 
QUT THERE. I WASN'T EVEN 
TOTALLY SURE ABOUT THE 
BOYS UNTIL I SAW RICK, 
AND THEN I TALKED WITH 
RHEA AND SHE AND THE 
REST OF THEM KEPT 
CALLING ME THEIR LORD. 


'OH MY AGNOSTIC 
OUTLOOK... THEY 
HAVE CHANGED. 


CAN YOU FIX. 
THIS WITH YOUR 
MAGIC, NANASE? 


DON'T BE COY! NOT NOW! 


HALF THE SCHOOL'S SEEN 


YOU FLOATING AROUND! / 


"S POSSIBLE I 
HAVEN'T ALWAYS 
BEEN DISCREET. 


‘SAY WHAT 
Now? 


LOOK UPON THESE 
BLACK ROOTS AND KNOW 
THAT I SPEAK TRUTH. 


ЇЕЕТ | 


IT'S TRUE. I COULD GET IT BACK AT ANY TIME, 
ESPECIALLY IF THERE'S A DRAMATICALLY 
APPROPRIATE MOMENT, BECAUSE MAGIC IS WEIRD 
AND APPARENTLY INTO THAT SORT OF THING. 


WHAT ABOUT 
YOU? ARE, 
YOU MAGIC? 


YEAH, BUT MINE WOULD 
JUST MAKE THINGS EVEN 
MORE ME: 


5520 UP. 


WE CALL MY UNCLE 
EDWARD, THAT'S WHAT. 
THIS SORT OF “SPOOKY 
STUFF" IS RIGHT IN HIS 
WHEEL... HOUSE: 


му PHONE OF COURSE. OF course we || мото. TRANSFORMING PERLE, 
CANT GET A SANT CONTACT терр оар ||| "ENE e жон. 
SIGNAL EITHER. WHEN SOMETHING BAD ው prnl 
HAPPENING! WHAT SORT OF 
SENSE WOULD THAT MAKE?! 


THE INTERNET'S GONE 
DOWN, TOO, AND WE DON'T 
HAVE A LANDLINE PHONE. 


WHOCVEN'S DOING THIS DOESN'T NEED AS FOR TRANSFORMING PEOPLE, I THINK HE 
MMSE Te dno саг BENE Sas СА || (об sometime то በፍ PUNCH. E NOT алс 
Screw UP SOMEONE'S INTERNET. He WHAT TAT MEANS IN TERMS OF "MOTO" 
IUST NEEDS THE BIGHT EQUEMENT AND 
A DISREGARD FOR LAW AND ORDER 


HOW DO YOU KNOW HE DID 
‘SOMETHING TO THE PUNCH? 
OR THAT HE'S A HE? 


I THINK THAT SECOND 
PART IS SAFE TO ASSUME. 


I DONT, BUT NOT DRINKING IS THE ONLY THING 
I KNOW WE HAVE IN COMMON THAT THE OTHERS IT DIDN'T MAKE THAT'S MY 
DON'T, AND THEY CALLED DIANE "LORD" WHEN ME THEIR MASTER. || HYPOTHESIS, ves. 
THEY SHOULD HAVE CALLED HER "LADY". THEY'RE JUST. I SUSPECT SOON 
REALLY SVBMISSIVE | | THEY'LL ONLY BE 
RIGHT NOW! LOYAL TO HIM. 


THERE WAS А WEIRD AFTER- | | CHARLOTTE'S GOT ‘ADD UP. RHEA'S MADE THIS 
TASTE TO THE PUNCH! IT RIGHT. LET'S GO PUNCH BEFORE. SHE WOULD 
FIND THIS GUY'S HAVE DONE SOMETHING IF 


THE BUSYBODY! HE SAID ‘SOUNDS LIKE | WAIT. THAT... DOESN'T. 
ASS AND KICK IT. IT TASTED STRANGE. 


o I DON'T KNOW, BUT HE WAS WEARING A 
YOU'RE RIGHT... THERE'S AND COME TO SANTA HAT AND NOBODY DOWN THERE IS, 
NO WAY RHEA WOULD TAKE LI THINK OF IT, I AND IT WAS LIKE HE APPEARED OUT OF 
А CHANCE ON THE PUNCH Г| DONT THINK THE NOWHERE? MAYBE HE ACTUALLY DID! 
BEING SPIKED! BY SOMEONE BUSYBODY'S 
ELSE, 1 MERN. STILL HERE. 


Д 


Ж 


j WOULD YOU 


STILL RECOGNIZE 
HIM IF HE WAS? 


HE SAID SOMETHING ABOUT C YES! WELL, HE SAID 
LOOKING OUT FOR ME BECAUSE HE “SISTER”, BUT WHO ELSE 
OWED RHEA A FAVOR, BUT MAYBE. COULD THAT MEAN? 


DID HE 
SPECIFICALLY 
БАУ "RHEA"? 


I DONT THINK 
THE BUSYBODY IS 
‘OUR BAD GUY. 


IF ГМ RIGHT, THAT "BUSYBODY" 
MIGHT BE THE REINCARNATION OF 
THAT SANTA CLAUS-LIKE IMMORTAL 
WHO PLEDGED A DEBT TO SUSAN. 


JARED, OR 
JERRY, OR. 


BUT FOR THAT TO BE TRUE. 
IE X нан 2) 


'HE STOPPED YOU FROM DRINKING 
THE PUNCH. THIS WHOLE THING 
Й COULD HAVE HAPPENED WITH YOU 
E] ENTHRALLED AND THE THREE OF 
US BEING TOTALLY CLUELESS, 


‘AND THAT'S 
THE ONLY 
REASON YOU 
THINK THAT. 


IT'S THE ONLY REASON 
I'M CERTAIN OF BEYOND А 
REASONABLE DOUBT, SURE. 
AND IT'S A GOOD REASON. 


ENOUGH DEDUCING. WE 

NEED TO FIND THIS GUY 
AND CONTACT TEDD'S DAD 
AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. 


ARE YOU SUGGESTING 
WE JUST WANDER OUT 
INTO THE SNOW AND 
SEARCH FOR A PHONE 
SIGNAL AND A WIZARD? 


IT'S EITHER THAT, OR WE WAIT TO 
SEE WHAT HAPPENS IF AND WHEN 
SAID WIZARD HAS FULL CONTROL 
OVER EVERYONE BETWEEN US AND 


THE ONLY WAY OUT. 


اف 


AS MUCH AS I WANT TO N / TLL ADD HIS NUMBER TO 
KICK THIS GUY'S ASS, MR. U YOUR PHONES. MAGIC OR 
VERRES IS OUR BEST BET || TECHNOLOGY, THERE'S GOT 
FOR HELPING EVERYONE. TO BE A LIMIT TO HIS 


SIGNAL JAMMING. 


YOU REALLY 
THINK THIS “MR. 
VERRES” САМ 
FIX THIS? 


EITHER 
DIRECTLY OR 
INDIRECTLY. 

то Say MORE, 

BUT. 


WHAT DO WE DO IF 

WE DO RUN INTO THIS 

GUY? I'M А SNEAKER, 
NOT A FIGHTER. 


NANASE AND I KEEP 
HIM BUSY WHILE YOU 
АМО CHARLOTTE 
CONCENTRATE ON 
CONTACTING VERRES. 


BUT HE'S А WIZARD 
AND NANASE'S MAGIC 
1S ON THE FRITZ! 


TECHNICALLY, WE DON'T KNOW THAT 
HE'S A "WIZARD", AND IF I NEED MAGIC 
TO HANDLE WHOEVER'S BEHIND THIS, I'LL 
PROBABLY GET IT BACK ANYWAY. MAGIC, 
FLAIR FOR DRAMATIC, ETCETERA. 


FRANKLY, I'M HOPING WE GET 
TO ONE OF OUR CARS FIRST. 
THEN WE CAN QUICKLY GET TO 
EITHER A SIGNAL OR AN 
AVAILABLE LANDLINE, 


OUR BIG HOPE IS 
TO DRIVE IN THIS 


UM... HM. WELL, 
DRIVING SLOW IS 
STILL FASTER 
THAN WALKING. 


YOU MUST I DONT! тм ARE YOU 


vow ው | долоо Кете 
መው || Alo some || ለመው 
ا‎ AS YOU ARE! SOMETHING? 


WHAT ТМ SAYING IS THAT 
SOMEONE MUST HAVE A. 
GRUDGE, OR INFATUATION, OR 
SOMETHING WITH YOU! YOU 
MUST HAVE A HISTORY WITH 
WHOEVER'S DOING THIS! 


WHAT? NO, YOU IDIOT! NANASE'S THE 
COOLEST PERSON I'VE EVER MET! IF SHE 
WASN'T, I WOULD'VE SUSPECTED MS. 
MAGIC USER HERE FROM THE START! 


THIS CHANGES NOTHING OF OUR 
ALSO WORTH OBJECTIVES BEYOND HOW OUTRAGED WE 


NOTING: CREEPY 
NOTING: ርመ ‘SHALL BE WHILE COMPLETING THEM. 


ALWAYS BIG ON 
INTRODUCING 


I WAS ALREADY 
ненцев. АТ ELEVEN, BUT 


YOU'RE RIGHT. 


I DO HAVE A LOT OF 
EX-BOYFRIENDS... BUT I 
CAN'T IMAGINE ANY OF. 
THEM DOING ANYTHING LIKE 
THIS. OR, MORE PRECISELY, 
BEING ABLE TO. 


OKAY, SO, WHOSE I USE 
Сав IS CLOSEST? | pusuic TRANS- 
МУ CAR'S A BIT PORTATION. 
FAR FROM HERE. 


А LOT OF SPACES WERE TAKEN 
AND WE WERE HAVING TROUBLE 
FINDING THE APARTMENT. WE 
‘SETTLED FOR AN OPEN SPOT 
АМО CONTINUED ON FOOT. 


оклу. so WW wiry оо 
WHERE DID I Ж you park so 
PARK? FAR AWAY? 


WEREN'T YOU PAYING 
ATTENTION WHEN YOU. 
WERE LOOKING FOR THE 
APARTMENT? 


WHAT IS IT WITH YOU AND 
FRENCH MONSTERS? 


“| 


ም AND YOU ARE THE | 
8 SPITTING IMAGE OF YOUR 
DEAR AUNT NORIKO. 011 


YOU ACTUALLY CHARLOTTE! FROM MY MESSAGE ОБЕ THIS 
LOOK LIKE THAT?! JÅ You KNOW || BOARDS! THAT'S TENGU! I EXPLAINS THAT ONE 
THIS GUY?! DIDN'T THINK HIS PROFILE POST HE MADE. 
IMAGE WAS REAL! 


I just found out that Ellen and | Î wart... DIANE'S IF WE CAN 
Nanase are going to be at my GONE! SHE MUST HER TIME TO 
roommates’ New Year's Eve | [] HAVE BOLTED WHEN FIND A SIGNAL. 


Party. Neat. TENGU LANDED! L 


MWUH-HAHAHAII! >:D 


Okay then. 


ARENT TENGUS Ñ| THEY'RE ALSO SUPPOSED 
SUPPOSED TO TO HAVE HUGE NOSES, 1 
HAVE BIRD-LIKE || REFRAINED FROM NIT- 


YOU WEREN'T LYING FEATURES? d PICKING ON THE FORUMS, 
BUT I SEE NO REASON 


ABOUT NOT DRINKING. - — 2 er NOT TO NOW. 
«mmm. . ክሮ : 
ЛІП 


5 


BUT TENGU 15 BUT 2 
A SCREEN name! wy | | № їй бооно) | 
TRUE NAME 5-- pe |. ЛЭ 


AS THOUGH 2 CARE ABOUT BUT AS 1 WAS SAYING, 2 
YOUR FORUMS! YOUR MY NAME IS NOT TENGL ХУВЦАГ EN 
SELECTION OF SMILIES WAS TAM INFAMOLISLY 
WOEFULLY INADEQUATE, AND im. МАМЕ IS! 
NEW POST NOTIFICATIONS X 
WERE FREQUENTLY DELAYED! 5 


7 en.) 
СУ; 


uud)” 


== 
VERY WELL. 
IT'S QUITE SIMPLE, 
REALLY. YOUR АЛ 
MAIMED МЕ AND 
ROBBED МЕ OF 


TO FORM А 
NEW ONE. 


А "CULT"? HONESTLY, 
SUCH INTOLERANCE OF OTHER 
PEOPLE'S BELIEFS. 
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М5 


I WAS PUT ON THIS EARTH ТО 
BE A RULER OF MINDLESS, 
OBEDIENT SHEEP. T AM Å 
SHEPHERD. NEVER BEFORE 


HAS THIS BEEN MORE... z] 


2 BARELY ESCAPED 
WITH 
FACT, MOST BELIEVE. 


ONLY FOR THAT DEVIL: 
NORIKO TO SWOOP IN AND 
UNDO ALL MY HARD WORK! 


TWAS BEIN FE AS I GOT CLOSER, 
ርን та ‘COULD FEEL MY POWER GROW 


GUIDED. AN UNSEEN 
FORCE LED МЕ TO. 
THIS CITY. 


ፍፊ AND CROW un! 


ELIMINATING: ፌራ SENSE OF 
PERSONAL IDENTITY BY 


50 I FLED TO THE STATES. I 
WANDERED, SEARCHING FOR 
RIGHT PLAGE TO BEGIN MY 
WORK ANEW, AND AFTER SOME 
TIME, I REALIZED SOMETHING. 


ET 
он MY GOD... HE WAS 
DRAWN TO THE EXCESS 
MAGIC ENERG: | 


AND woo You vou т? | = you 6655 тис | 1 COULD HAVE MADE THEM 
MY GUIDE LED ME RIGHT TO ALCOHOL AND MADE THEM ALL LOOK LIKE HER FIR: 
(ORIKO'S FAMILY, AND T NOW | | | ALL Look LIKE ME AS PART BORN SON, BUT THAT 

HAVE ENOUGH POWER TO OF. YOUR REVENGE Å THOUGHT DIDN'T REALLY... 
CREATE A NEW FLOCK IN A я 5, APPEAL... ТО МЕ. 
№ SINGLE MIGHT! Ñ 


AND BESIDES, YOU'VE MADE 
IT SØ EASY TO FIND REFERENCE 
IMAGES OF Y 


IT IS A SIMPLE STATEMENT 
OF РАСТ. IT SHOULD BE 
APPARENT THAT I AM HAPPY 
TO SIMPLY HAVE A PLEASANT 
CONVERSATION. T HAVE 

NOT ATTACKED У‹ 


WAS THAT MENACING? 
АМ I SUPPOSED TO 
FEEL MENACED? 


vor [| | COURSE, ONE оғ 
а V| | YOU INITIATES THE 
OFFENSIVE. 


DEFENSIVE! 
YOU WANT 
US TO 
ATTACK 
FIRST! 


ATTACK FIRST, 
DONT ATTACK, 
WHICHEVER. 


SPEAKING OF WHICH, 
IT'S BEEN FUN, BUT T REALLY 
MUST BE GOING. 


2 HAVE BETTER 
THINGS TO DO ON NEW 
YEAR'S EYE THAN 

A GUARDIAN. 


ANY E 
< 


THAT FELT LIKE YOU WERE THAT LOOKED 


TRYING TO ENCHANT МЕ. COOL, AT LEAST. 


SOMEONE WHO THINKS THEYRE | 
SMARTER THAN YOU. 


| NOW YOU CAN'T L 
FOR AT LEAST Å 
THAT FORM WON'T LAS 
euros || po T LOOK LIKE 1 NEED TO WORRY 
SRPA | ABOUT HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT?! 


GOD? IT'S ME, EL-- WAIT, YOU'RE GOD. 
YOU KNOW WHO THE HELL THIS IS. 


‘SORRY ABOUT 
THINKING "HELL". 
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I DON'T KNOW IF GUARDIAN FORMS 
REALLY ARE DIVINE, OR IF YOU CARE WHO 
USES THEM, OR IF YOU'RE EVEN THERE. 


BUT YOU KNOW WHAT IM 
FIGHTING FOR, BECAUSE YOU'RE GOD, 
AND YOU'RE COOL LIKE THAT. 


кы 
WOW. HIGHLIGHTING. SO. 

THAT'S HOW NANASE FOUND 

ME IN THE FOREST BACK THEN. 


u 


V 


THESE EXTRA INSTINCTS 
OF YOURS ARE SCREAMING 
AT ME NOT TO ATTACK HIM. 


Jr 


HITTING HIM IN a || 
VITAL AREA, BUT 


MY STRATEGY WAS ASSUMING THAT 
DIANE HAD FOUND A SIGNAL BY NOW 
AND THAT HELP WOULD ARRIVE BEFORE 
NOT-TENGU LOST HIS PATIENCE. 


THE PARTY? 


ТЕЙ | 


I DON'T THINK HE 


"M мноозн. 


ДА HER SISTER, HER 
CHILDREN... 


То RATHER YOU NOT DIE 
PRIOR TO UNDERSTANDING WHY 
WHAT YOU DID WAS WRONG. 


DID You JUST 


5 = — = 
Cory seu. rower ኣብ IW. тєров оло was Vi 
J Team ur. WHAT ARE YOU IN HIS KITCHEN WHEN J 
Ç 2| DIANE CALLED. 
ዖ 


MY INSTINCTS TELL МЕ HE'S 
NOT GETTING UP ANY TIME 
SOON, BUT STAY ON GUARD. 


THAT ENERGY TEDD'S 
WE USED UP THE AMBIENT 


BEEN WORRYING 
ABOUT? YOU USED 


ALL OF በ7 
ENERGY AROUND HERE, SO “2! 
WE'RE GOING TO LOSE EN 
| M 


| 


THIS GUY'S BEEN USING ЯГ ONCE THE AMBIENT 
ATON OF power TONIGHT, Ш] AMBIENT ENERGY то ENERGY WAS GONE. He DIDN'T 
BUT HE DIDN'T KNOW HE WAS p POWER THESE FORMS FOR |Д [Ñ ^ нду muci LEFT iN Нм. 
AUGNENTING His РОЖЕ [] A BIT AND GOT HIM TO 
WITH THE AMBIENT ENERGY. USE UP MORE, TOO. 


vw 


1 . ACTUALLY ENOUGH FOR SOMEONE 


THAT BIG AND HEAVY, SO WITHOUT 
MAGIC, HE PLUMMETED. 


YOU WERE ONLY N THESE FORMS ARE FREAKY LIKE THAT. WE 

га ee 

NERS WE can || AA СОН eg 
с ዱሬ TET E Д 


IT'S SORT OF LIKE CHEATING. 
AND GETTING AN "A" WITHOUT 


KNOWING THE MATERIAL 
ስ fy 


MAYBE IT'S THAT THING 
WITH MAGIC HAVING A FLAIR 
FOR THE DRAMATIC? 


— | 


I DONT KNOW 2 
BOUT T I THINK THAT WOULD 
ACTUALLY SUPPORT | 
Н” BLO} GRACE'S THEORY. ДИ 
m | S 


HE DOESNT 
HAVE THE POWER 
TO KEEP THE SPELL 


| GOING ANYMORE. IT 


SHOULD ALREADY- 


CHARLOTTE 

SAYS KILLING THIS 

THING WILL BREAK 
THE SPELL! 


VE ARE You SERIOUSLY. 7 you MSUNDERSTAND. 
ASKING I SHOW THIS GARBAGE T'M NOT ASKING YOU TO 


PROPER PRONOUN RESPECT?! SHOW HIM RESPECT. 


Yast was 
CLARIFYING. I DONT 


We WERENT: WELL, THIS 


‘SHOULD. 
‘COMPLETELY CERTAIN, 
BUT OUR ANGEL TECHWICALY, 


MAKE HIM 
FORMS THOUGHT IT 
piece EASIER TO KILL, 


v E | 
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YOUR ANGEL FORMS 

[rrr елү 


WHAT? SURE. WHATEVER. 


AS I WAS SAYING, WE SHOULDN'T NEED Е / AND MY SISTER 
TO KILL HIM. THE ENCHANTMENTS SHOULD AND RICK... THEY 
ALREADY BE REVERSING THEMSELVES, AND 

MORE HELP IS ON THE WAY. 


OH. SO... WERE JUST 
GUARDING THIS GUY UNTIL 
THEY SHOW UP? 


THINK SO. IF NOT, THE CAVALRY 
SHOULD BE ABLE TO HELP. WE WOULD IT BE RUDE TO You CAN 
SHOULD WAIT FOR THEM BEFORE POINT OUT THE FURRY WOMAN CALL ME 


CHECKING, JUST TO BE SAFE. 4 AND CHEERLEADRA? SHADE TAIL! 


|| = cues... CAN I KICK THIS 
JERK IN THE MEANTIME? 


SHE'S LIKE SOME SORT OF SHORTER 
‘ALTERNATE UNIVERSE VERSION OF 
SUSAN WHO MAKES PUPPY-DOG FACES! 


BRAIN! WHAT DO 
I DO WITH THIS 
INFORMATION?! 


‘OH, You NEVER 
KNOW WHAT TO DO! 


INTERESTING. COULD W T DUNNO. I'VE NEVER 


оо You TANK ҮГ, т DONT KNOW. EM 
YOU cou’ || NOT REALLY SURE How | || YOU.QUALFY voun нар access TO A буй 

MAG DEERE | | rowerku tam АМТ | || STRENGTH SOMEHOW? | Wene LIE THIS, AND т 

THAT MONSTER?) | DONT Have MUCH nea. | | BOW MUCH CA CAN MAKE MYSELF 


FIGHTING EXPERIENCE. 


STRONGER. 


YEAH, BUT I HAVEN'T GOTTEN 
THE HANG OF HAVING BEEFY MUSCLES A BILLION || ABOUT IT. I THINK I 
AND GOOD DEXTERITY. IT'S BETTER QUESTIONS JUST HEARD MR. 
TO USE A HAPPY MEDIUM. FOR YOU. VERRES SWEARING 

ABOUT SOMETHING. 


UNLESS THAT'S 
NOT THE BAD GUY, 
| IN WHICH case-- 


IM SORRY I TOOK SO LONG, BUT 
THE FASTEST WAY I COULD GET 
HERE WAS BY CAR, AND THE STREETS 

STILL ARENT CLEAR OF ALL THIS. 


HUH. I GUESS IT 
DOES MATTER WHAT 
HIS NAME IS. 


ABOUT THAT 
INTERNATIONAL FUGITIVE 
CULT LEADER OF UN 
KNOWN "ALIVE" STATUS? 


> ЕМЕМВЕВ THAT NOTICE | 
WE GOT AR | 


ЕО THAT 0065! 
HIS DESCRIPTION IS THE SC/ 
JUST HAPPENS TO 
WITH THE OUTCOME Of 

KNOWN ENCOUNTER WITH HIM. 


| 4 

IT'S JUST THAT THE LAST TIME ለ LEGENDARY MONSTER 

SOMEONE TOOK THIS GUY DOWN, HUNTE A LONG 
THEY WERE A POWERHOUSE! 


Shortly after the ambulance arrives. 


ONCE CRANIUM'S USED HER... 
“TALENTS” TO CONFIRM THAT 
EVERYONE IS BACK TO NORMAL, 
YOU MAY REJOIN YOUR PARTY. 


UNLESS HE SAID SOME- 
THING ABOUT AN ACCOMPLICE 
OR IMPLIED SOMEONE ELSE 


WAS IN DANGER, IT CAN WAIT. 


THE ILLUSION 
OF NORMALCY IS 
MORE IMPORTANT 

RIGHT NOW. 


WE'VE SEEN THIS SORT OF THING BEFORE. 
WHEN SOMEONE IS PREVENTED FROM NOTICING 
‘SIGNIFICANT CHANGES, THEY TEND TO HAVE 
LITTLE TO NO AWARENESS OF ANYTHING HAVING 
BEEN STRANGE AFTER CHANGING BACK. 


COMBINE THAT WITH ALCOHOL. AND THE ODDS 

ОР ANY AWARENESS PRETTY MUCH HITS ZERO. 

IT'S ACTUALLY BETTER FOR THEM IF WE DONT 
CHALLENGE THAT PERCEPTION OF REALITY. 


YEAH. YOU PRETTY 
MUCH JUST KNOW 
WHAT DIANE WAS 
ABLE TO TELL YOU. 


THAT'S IT? 
DONT YOU WANT 
TO ASK MORE 
QUESTIONS? 


50 WHAT'S IMPORTANT IS LYING 

TO OUR FRIENDS AND KEEPING THEM 

FROM KNOWING THE TRUTH ABOUT 
WHAT HAPPENED TO THEM? 


I DOUBT THEY'RE AWARE 
THAT THERE'S A “TRUTH” 
TO KNOW ABOUT. 


THEN, FOR ONCE, 

I GET TO BE GLAD 

THIS ISN'T MY JOB 
ANYMORE, 


AND IF THEY'VE 
BEEN TAKING 
PICTURES? 


IT WOULDN'T BE IF HOW 
IT DOESN'T FEEL RIGHT MAGIC WORKED WAS 
TO KEEP THIS FROM THEM, COMMON KNOWLEDGE. 


IT WOULD ACCOMPLISH 
NOTHING ТО TELL THEM. LESS zw 

THAN NOTHING. IT WOULD BE |( ረ дзен FOLLOW 
NEGATIVE ACCOMPLISHING. VE FOR А MOMENT. 


PEOPLE CANNOT POSSIBLY BE 
BETTER OFF KEPT IN THE DARK. 


YOU KNOW THAT MAN IN THE 
AMBULANCE RIGHT NOW? THE MAN 
CAPABLE OF, AND HAVING ALREADY 

DONE, ABSOLUTELY HORRIBLE THINGS? 


THERE 15 YOU WANT ለ REAL-LIFE, NON- 
SPECIAL HYPOTHETICAL EXAMPLE OF ሀሁ 
NOTHING THERE'S SO MI ርጾሮርሃን 


HE'S JUST AN AVERAGE JERK WHO, 
WHEN YOUNGER, STUMBLED ON A WAY 
TO GAIN USE OF MAGIC THAT ALMOST 
ANYONE ON THE PLANET COULD USE. 


IM NOT WHATEVER GOOD GENERAL 

SURE HOW I KNOWLEDGE OF MAGIC 

FEEL ABOUT COULD DO, THE POTENTIAL 
THAT. DAMAGE IS MORE. 


‘SOMETIMES WITHHOLDING 
INFORMATION IS THE BEST THING 


IT'S LYING IN 
THE BACK OF THAT 
AMBULANCE. 


IS THAT WHY YOU 

HAVEN'T TOLD TEDD THAT 

HIS MOM IS A LEGENDARY 
MONSTER HUNTER? 


I ASSUME TEDO 50 HE WAS HE WAS DRAWN TO. IT'S FOR HIS | 
DOESN'T KNOW THAT HERE FOR THE EXCESS MAGIC AND OWN GOOD WEN 
ABOUT HIS MOM. IT'S f nevenoe sur ЦИ ELLEN AND I ARE minor ЩЕ DOESN'T MATTER. 
THE SORT OF THING Ë “How 50 HE CELEBRITIES. NOW мну j Û YOU'RE BURDENED 

THAT WOULD'VE EVEN FIND— DOESN'T TEDD KNOW? WITH ENOUGH 


ЭШЕ Crue, r vou cane ar ዳሩ 
мно SAYS ты Î | ABOUT YOUR COUN YO 
sone To Keer jÎ i nor TELL «ከ ABOUT 
Sn secas HS MOTHER TELL M THE 
^ ATTACKER WAS OUT TO GET 
REVENGE ON NE, BUT DO NOT 
MENTION HIS MOTHER 


BECAUSE REGARDLESS OF WHAT ELSE YOU 

MIGHT THINK OF WHAT I DO, YOU KNOW I 

DO IT TO PROTECT PEOPLE. TEDD IS MY SON. 

YOU KNOW I WOULDN'T BE SAYING THIS IF 
I DIDN'T THINK IT WAS BEST FOR НИ. 


он, COME ON. VP REMEMBER WHEN YOU WERE 

HOW BAD COULD È YOUNGER AND TEDD WAS 
IT POSSIBLY BE Å so WITHDRAWN THAT YOU 
FOR TED TO THOUGHT HE WAS MUTE? 


LOOK, I DON'T KNOW WHAT 
EXACTLY YOU TWO ARE TALKING 
ABOUT. BUT I KNOW TRUTH-TELLING 
16 AT THE CENTER OF IT, AND. 


BUT IF IT'S TRUE THAT THEY HAVE 
а BECAUSE YOU'RE AO MEMORY OF ANYTHING BEING 
JOU MEAN WELL. дад, YOU. AND THAT'S WRONG, THEN THEY'LL JUST THINK 
WHAT YOU DO. WERE NUTS, OR THEY'LL FEEL SUPER 
CREEPED OUT, OR WORSE. 


IT FEELS LIKE THE ONLY 
Ц REASON TO TELL THEM IS TO 
MAKE US FEEL BETTER. 


NOW, NORMALLY, Го BE DOWN WITH 
THAT, BUT I'D RATHER WE ALL FEEL rol ዚር ALSO NEVER 

GUILTY ABOUT LYING THAN HURT RHEA. FORGIVE YOU IF YOU ТЕЦ. 
SHE'S MY SISTER, AND I LOVE HER. HER I SAID I LOVE HER. 


ድ SHE'S PERFECTLY HAPPY AND 
E TT Em 


HER? I WILL NEVER FORGIVE YOU. 


Not much later... 


I HAVE 
OBSERVED THE 
APARTMENT. 


VES AND NO. I HAVE WAYS 
(OF OBSERVING PLACES WITHOUT 
ACTUALLY BEING IN THEM, 


IN MY PROFESSIONAL OPINION, Ñ 

EVERYONE IS BACK TO NORMAL, 

AND WHATEVER ENCHANTMENT: 
WAS UPON THE PUNCH 15. 


YOU WERE IN 
OUR APARTMENT? 


THAT SOUNDS LIKE AN 
ABILITY THAT WOULD BE 
‘TEMPTING TO MISUSE, 


IF YOU'LL 
ALLOW IT, ГО LIKE TO 
MAGIC UP YOUR HAIR A BIT 
TO MAKE IT BROWN AGAIN. 


I'VE NEVER 
CONSIDERED IT. 


ARE YOU SURE 2 WE'RE МОТ 
оловен), (Тонеето? no; cone To 16 |W are you 
DA 
ፍወ RET T WHATEV "XM 315 


THAT? 


፲ DONT LIKE IT, BUT IF THEY 

DON'T REMEMBER ANYTHING 

BEING WEIRD, IT WON'T HELP 
ANYTHING, WILL IT? 


I AM 50 SORRY 
ABOUT ALL THIS. 


DONT BE. TENGU 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
AFTER YOU, BUT 
THAT'S NOT YOUR 
FAULT. DIANE FEELS 
THE SAME WAY. 


THING IS HERE 
BECAUSE OF 
NANASE! 


ОР COURSE IT'S NOT HER FAULT! 
ALL SHE'S GUILTY OF IS HAVING AN 
AUNT WHO SAVED PEOPLE, JUST LIKE 
SHE WOULD! IT'S THAT MONSTER 
WHO'S THE ASSHOLE! 


INCIDENTALLY, IM 
PRETTY SURE DIANE HAS 
А PLATONIC WOMAN- 
CRUSH ON YOU. 


ASSUME IT'S 
PLATONIC 


THAT'S... AN 
DIFFERENT REASONS, || INTERESTING 
THAT WAS SO CREEPY. 


= 
IT'S ALSO GOOD TO 
KNOW T'VE GOT A COUPLE so DOES 


OF ANGELS TO CALL ON IF 
I SUSPECT SPOOKY THINGS 
ARE AFOOT. 


- کي‎ 
w 
ps 


HELL, IF I 
WASN'T HERE, 
THAT CHICK 
MIGHT'VE TRIED 
COPYING THAT 
BEARDED BAT- 
JERK. 


ALL THANKS TO ME, 
THE HANDSOME IMMORTAL 
WHO GUIDED DIANE AWAY 
FROM THE PUNCH AND USED 
SNOW ANGELS TO ENSURE 
ELLEN WOULD USE HER COPY 
SPELL ON NANASE! 


WHICH, GIVEN THE SPELL'S 
SHORT RANGE AND THE 
FACT THAT IT WOULDNT 

HAVE WORKED, WOULD'VE 


30, YEAH! I SAVED 
‘SUSAN'S LONG-LOST. 
SISTER AND THAT BUSTY 
BABE WHO'S ALSO PART 
‘OF THE DEBT! 


I GUESS 
THE DEBT IS 
PAID AND I 


YOU JUST HAD TO 

T] GO AND START MAKING 

PROMISES BEFORE YOU 
DIED, DIDN'T You?! 


New Year's Day 


< KNOW YOU'RE 

TIRED, BUT YOU 

DONT WANT TO 
GET USED TO 
SLEEPING IN> 


«YOU MUST HAVE 5 A LEGENDARY MONSTER 

BEEN OUT REALLY LATE. I HUNTER WITH A LONG 

ASSUME YOU HAD FUN AT FAMILY HISTORY OF 
THE PARTY? FIGHTING MONSTERS. 


«YES, BUT YOU ARE MAKING 

ENEMIES AND DRAWING A LOT 

ОҒ ATTENTION TO YOURSELF. 
IT... COULD BE DANGEROUS 


WELL, OUR WEB OF SELECTIVELY 
THE WORLD NOT SHARED INFORMATION. IT'S 


IS ALREADY WORDIER, BUT SOUNDS NICER. 
SPINNING... 


WE MAY 
AS WELL 
TALK ABOUT 
OUR WEB 
OF LIES. 


YOU STICKING EITHER SHE KNOWS 

WITH YOUR MORE THAN SHE LETS OR SHE REALLY 
DECISION TO ON AND THINKS SHE DOESN'T KNOW ABOUT 
NOT TALK TO HAS A GOOD REASON [L| MAGIC AND HER SISTER 


YOUR MOM? TO KEEP IT FROM ME. FIGHTING MONSTERS. 


I WOULDN'T EVEN 
KNOW WHERE TO BEGIN 
EXPLAINING IT. Г.М NOT. 
EVEN SURE IT WOULD BE 
THE RIGHT THING TO DO. 


I'D ASK UNCLE EDWARD ABOUT IT, NOW NOW, HE'D BE 

BUT I KNOW WHAT HE'D SAY. “OF WE BOTH MUCH WORDIER Д AEA CHART. 
COURSE SHE DOESN'T KNOW ANY- KNOW THAT'S THAN THAT. 

THING! STOP BEING INQUISITIVEI" NOT TRUE. 


MAYBE I SHOULD JUST 
ASK HIM ANYWAY, THEN. I 
WANT. HIM TO GET WORDY. 

MAYBE THEN ТО LEARN MORE 
ABOUT MY FAMILY HISTORY. 


I'M ALREADY NOT 
TELLING TEDD SOMETHING! 
THE MORE I KNOW, THE 
MORE SOMETHINGS I'M 
NOT TELLING HIM! 


MAYBE IF 
we KNEW 
MORE, WED 
DECIDE THAT 
WE SHOULD 


I DON'T WANT TO 

TAKE THE RISK. I REMEMBER 

мору, SILENT NERD TEDD. 
HE WAS MISERABLE. 


"THEN HE GOT THE TRANSFORMATION GUN AND 
BECAME CHATTY NERD TEDD WHO WAS LATER 
ALSO A SNARKY, INAPPROPRIATE COMMENTS, KIND 
OF A JERK TEDD. THEN GRACE SHOWED UP AND HE 
GRADUALLY BECAME CHATTY NERD WHO'S STILL 
WEIRD AND MAKES INAPPROPRIATE JOKES BUT (5. 
MUCH LESS OF A JERK OVERALL TEDD." 


BUT NOW HE'S OLDER, 
HAS MORE CLOSE FRIENDS, 
AND A GIRLFRIEND WHO 
LOVES HIM. HE'S BETTER 
EQUIPPED TO HANDLE 
THINGS NOW, RIGHT? 


NEED TO Go 
THROUGH THAT 
CYCLE AGAIN. 


T THINK TELLING 
HIM WOULD BE LIKE 
KICKING А REALLY 
OLD BOMB. 


EVEN IF YOU'RE 
NINETY-NINE 
PERCENT CERTAIN 
IT'S NOT GOING TO 
EXPLODE, IT'S STILL 
NOT A GOOD IDEA. 


WE DON'T EVEN 
KNOW WHY TELLING 
TEDD WOULD BE 
SUCH A BIG DEAL! 


I DONT KNOW 
HOW MOST BOMBS, 
WORK! I STILL DON'T 
KICK THEM! 


RISK BREAKING TEDD, BUT 
T'M NOT GOING TO LIE IF 
HE ASKS ME ABOUT IT. 


AND SUSAN JUST 


WHAT ABOUT SUSAN? 
WE CAN RISK BREAKING 
HER, RIGHT? SHE CAN 
TAKE THE POSSIBILITY 
OF BEING ADOPTED. 


BECAUSE IF SHE IS 
ADOPTED AND IF SHE 
No. WE SHOULD HOLD || | ` DOESNTT KNOW IT. 


OFF ON THAT. THERE'S STILL THÉ 
POSSIBILITY THAT TO TELL SUSAN 


TURNED EIGHTEEN. IF 
SHE WAS PUTTING IT 
OFF, BUT INTENDED 


HER ADOPTED MOM EVENTUALLY. 


WILL TELL HER. 


RIGHT. IF SHE'S GOING TO "AND IF NOT; WE! 


TELL HER, IT'LL BE SOON, 


CAN TRY TO TALK TO 


re | ыт 
ars | 21-22 
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FRANKLY, IF SUSAN AND DIANE 
MEETING AND SWAPPING NOTES 
EVENTUALLY WASN'T PRETTY MUCH 
INEVITABLE, ГО QUESTION IF THIS 
WAS ANY OF OUR BUSINESS. 


5, 


NEVER HAS “MEDDLING” 
BEEN A MORE APPROPRIATE 
DESCRIPTION FOR US. 


А 


БЕТТІ 
BUSINESS 
BECAUSE 
SUSAN IS 

OUR FRIEND. 


I KNOW, IT'S JUST. 
FAMILY'S COMPLICATED, YOU 
KNOW? SUSAN LOVES HER MOM. 
IT FEELS WRONG NOT TO TELL 
HER, BUT IT ALSO FEELS WRONG 
TO STICK OUR NOSES IN HER 
FAMILY'S BUSINESS. 


WE DIDN'T STICK OUR. 
NOSES ANYWHERE. OUR 
NOSES WERE MINDING 
THEIR OWN BUSINESS 
WHEN DIANE GOT 
THROWN AT THEM, 


IT'S THE SAME 
WITH TEDD'S. 
MOM. HE SHOULD 
BE TOLD. 


TEDD'S MOM? WERE 
STILL TALKING ABOUT TEDD'S 
MOM? BUT YOU SAID "FINE"! 


ТЭМ NOT SAYING WE SHOULD RUN 
OUT AND TELL HIM. IM SAYING IT'S 
A SIMILAR SITUATION. 


WE SHOULD BE TRYING TO CONVINCE 
TEDD'S DAD TO TELL HIM, OR AT 
LEAST GET HIM TO EXPLAIN IN MORE 
DETAIL WHY WE SHOULDN'T. 


EITHER GETTING TEDD'S DAD TO DO OUR 
DIRTY WORK FOR US, OR MAKING IT CLEAR 
WHY WE SHOULDN'T TELL TEDD. 


GETTING NOTHING AND 
TELLING TEDD ANYWAY BECAUSE 


Å HE'S OUR FRIEND AND AN ADULT. 


So. UM... YOU ОН, UH, YEAH. I'VE 
GONNA KEEP GOTTEN USED TO IT, 
YOUR HAIR AND I CAN CHANGE IT 
THAT WAY? ANYTIME I WANT WITH 
МУ MAGIC, ANYWAY. 


I REALLY WANNA SAY "YES", BUT I'VE BEEN 


SITTING LIKE THIS FOR A WHILE NOW AND I 
x REALLY WANT TO CHANGE POSITIONS, 


Family Tree - The end 


Woo. 

WHAT'S OUR 

GIMMICK THIS 
TIME? 


YOU KNOW, WE 
HAD THE SHRINKING 
TEST, THEN WE HAD 

THE TALK SHOW... WHAT 
DO WE HAVE NOW? 


WE HAVE 

ANSWERS TO READER 

‘QUESTIONS... AND A 
GREEN SCREEN! 


50 WE HAVE 
THE BASIC 
CONCEPT AND A 
BLANK COMIC 
BACKGROUND. 


>T 
Кеда 

Sau Stuer ве 

RIDES vost See 


STUFF THAT 
WILL BE ADDED 
AFTER WE 


JUST PLAY ALONG. 
TM SURE THERE'S SOME 
THING COOL THERE. 


THERE, AND 
I BET ON YOUR 


(WHAT ARE ሃርህ-- 
Он. I PROBABLY 
THAT OFF AND 
NOT REPLACE IT 
WITH ANYTHING. 


See commentary for ways to send questions! 


АН, BLUE! THAT'S "WHY DID AGENT CRANIUM USE 
BETTER. ON TO TODAY'S | / ` MAGIC TO CHANGE ELLEN'S HAIR BACK TO 
p метна АМАМОА 4 (ALMOST) NORMAL AFTER ЕЦЕМ MAGIC 


QUESTION! 1 WOULD TAKE ዘሃ Я 9 
BOO BURNOUT, BUT DIDN'T FOR NANASE? 
МУГ SORRY, 


NANASE WAS ON THE VERGE OF 
BURNING OUT EVEN BEFORE SHE 

USED THE ANGEL GUARDIAN FORM 
АМО WAS EXPECTED TO REMAIN 

BURNED OUT FOR A LONG TIME. 


ALSO, UNLESS SOMEONE 
HAS AVERAGE RESISTANCE 
(AS IN “ALMOST NONE"), 
AN EXACT DURATION (5 
DIFFICULT TO KNOW. 


AGENT CRANIUM 
USES ENCHANTMENTS 
TO CHANGE HAIR COLORS, 
AND THOSE ARE, AS A 


KEEPING THE ENCHANTMENT GOING 
WOULD HAVE BEEN IMPRACTICAL. 


ELLEN MOSTLY USED AMBIENT DO YOU HAVE ANY- BASED 
ENERGY AND ONLY BURNED OUT THING TO ADD, LISA? ON OUR HAIR? 
DUE TO IT BEING A SIDE EFFECT ASK LEADING 

ОҒ GUARDIAN FORM USAGE. QUESTIONS, 
PLEASE. 


KEEPING UP APPEARANCES FOR 
THE PARTY WAS EASY TO DO. 
о 


À WELL, OBVIOUSLY NOTHING WOULD HAPPEN IF SHE USED IT 
TODAY'S QUESTION IS ON THE DOLL WHEN IT'S ACTUALLY A DOLL BECAUSE 


"WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF P 
aT WOULD HATTON IE i SHE CAN'T COPY INANIMATE OBJECTS. 


ON NANASE'S FAIRY DOLL"? 


/ во MUCH вой”, 


TOMORROW'S 1 
QUESTION. и 


AND, TECHNICALLY, WHEN NANASE IS USING THE FAIRY DOLL, | | BUT ELLEN'S COPY SPELL SUPPOSEDLY, 
ITS PHYSIOLOGY IS EXACTLY LIKE A TINY NANASE WITH AND THIS IS NEW INFORMATION, 
WINGS AND A TAIL (UNLIKE WHEN SHE ISN'T, WHEN IT'S SUPPOSEDLY DOESN'T WORK ON 
LIKE A COMMON DOLL WITH A NANASE-LIKE HEAD). ‘SUMMONS. SO SHE COULDN'T COPY 
50 YOU'D THINK IT WOULD WORK. NANASE'S "FOX" DUPLICATE, EITHER. 


# AND SO MUCH 'ነ 
FOR FRIDAY'S, 


zí 


BUT SHE DOESN'T THAT MIGHT. SOMEONE SEND 


SUMMON THE FAIRY DOLL. HM. YOU KNOW, ELLEN A MEMO TO 
SHE OCCUPIES ONE SHE'S ZAPPA THE FAIRY! 
ALREADY MADE. 


НУ МОО А SMALLER IN ADDITION ТО LETTING SOMEONE CAST 
mal Caiya REQUIRE SPELLS, SPELL CATALYSTS CAN STORE 
MORE ENERGY TO USE?" 
THE SMALLER THE 
CATALYST, HOWEVER, 
THE LESS ENERGY IT 
CAN STORE. 


THIS QUESTION REFERENCES A 
POINT BROUGHT UP BY AN INTER- 
DIMENSIONAL WHALE THING IN 
REGARD TO TEDD'S WATCHES. 


BASICALLY? TEDD'S WATCHES 
IT'S NOT THAT IT'S THAT LARGER CATALYSTS DON'T HAVE BATTERIES. WHAT- 
SMALL CATALYSTS MAKE | сам STORE MORE ENERGY, MEANING | | EVER ENERGY IS BEING USED IS 
SPELLS COST MORE. / THE CASTER DOESN'T NEED TO USE PROVIDED BY THE CASTER. 
AS MUCH OF THEIR OWN ENERGY. 


САМ MATTER, AND А WELL CRAFTED WAND CAN | | тоо SMALL TO HELP SOMEONE CAST A SPELL 


"WHEN GRACE REDUCED HER..." 


UM, MEASURE: 
NTS. 


NO, BECAUSE SHE WAS NEVER 
ENCHANTED IN THE FIRST PLACE! 
URYUOM MAGIC (AND ELLEN'S 
BEAMS) DON'T ACTUALLY ENCHANT 
'"URYUOMS AND URYUOM HYBRIDS, 


IT TRANSFORMS THEM 
AND GIVES THEM THE 
ABILITY TO REUSE THAT 
TRANSFORMATION, BUT 
THEY ARENT ENCHANTED. 


N 


"AFTER BEING ZAPPED BY 
ELLEN, WAS SHE CANCELING 
тне ENCHANTMENT?” J] 


THIS BRINGS UP ANOTHER POINT. URYUOM 
ENCHANTMENTS REPLACE EACH OTHER, MEANING 

YOU WOULDN'T GET COMBINED RESULTS IF YOU 
ZAPPED A HUMAN WITH ONE AND THEN ANOTHER. 


SINCE URYUOMS AND URYUOM HYBRIDS AREN'T 

REALLY ENCHANTED BY URYUOM MAGIC, HOW- 

EVER, YOU CAN GET COMBINED RESULTS FROM 
‘STACKING TRANSFORMATIONS WITH THEM, 


IT VARIES WHAT MAGIC WILL 
COMBINE, REPLACE, OR CANCEL 
EACH OTHER OUT. THERE ARE 
MANY FACTORS THAT-- 


WHO СА МАТ. 
GAH! QUICK! SOMEONE 
GET ME MY MORE 
‘COWBELL WAND! 


QUESTION 
WOULD THAT 


"IF ELLIOT WERE ZAPPED BY ELLEN 
OR THE ТЕ GUN, COULD НЕ JUST 
‘TRANSFORM BACK? WOULD HE STILL 
BE TRANSFORMED BY THE ZAPPING 


HE COULDN'T, ACTUALLY. WHILE ELLIOT CAN CHANGE INTO 
THE EQUIVALENT OF A VS TRANSFORMATION, IT'S NOT THE 
SAME AS BEING ZAPPED WITH THE TF GUN AND HIS FORMS 

ARE NOT REPLACED OR CANCELED OUT BY TF GUN BEAMS. 


IF HE ENDED HIS OWN SPELL?" 


ELLEN'S BEAMS, HOWEVER, ARE LIKE THE ТЕ GUN. 
THEY WILL REPLACE DIFFERENT URYUOM MAGIC 
MORPHS AND CANCEL OUT IDENTICAL ONES. 


ZAPPING ME ONCE 
DOESN'T REALLY 
DEMONSTRATE THAT. 


SORRY! LIMITED 


THIS IS BECAUSE THE DEWITCHERY DIAMOND GAVE 
ELLEN THE ABILITY TO MINIC THE DELIVERY 

METHOD OF ELIOT'S TRANSFORMATION, AND 
‘CONSEQUENTLY, IT MIMICS URYUOM MAGIC. 


‘OKAY, 50 HOW 
‘ABOUT NOW? 


YOU USED UP THIS 
PANEL BY ASKING! 


ELLIOT CAN REASSUME THE VS FORM, BUT THAT 
DOES NOT MIMIC URYUOM MAGIC. IT'S THE SAME 
ABILITY ANY “CURSED” INDIVIDUAL WHO USED 
THE DIAMOND WOULD GAIN. 


ELLIOT'S FORMS AND TF GUN MORPHS 
ARE ENTIRELY SEPARATE, AND CAN BEGIN, AND 
END, INDEPENDENT OF EACH OTHER. 


ТМ PRETTY SURE 
IT'S AN EXCUSE TO 
HAVE US BE SOME- 
THING OTHER THAN 

VS'D. AGAIN. 


VISUAL FOR THE 
LAST PANEL WAS 
AN ODD CHOICE. 


“WHAT DOES THE ONES WHERE THE SKIMPY FEMALE UNIFORMS, 
SUSAN THINK OF THE Y / ኽፍሃ PUT ALL THE WOMEN AND, IN FACT, SEVERAL THINGS 

77. ABRAMS STAR BACK IN SKIRT UNIFORMS? ABOUT THE ORIGINAL STAR TREK 

TREK MOVIES?” IS IT REALLY SAFE TO ASK SERIES SEEM OFF WHEN VIEWED 
HER ABOUT THAT? FROM A MODERN PERSPECTIVE. 


WHEN YOU CONSIDER THE ERA 
OF TELEVISION IN WHICH IT WAS 
MADE, HOWEVER, THE SHOW WAS 
GROUNDBREAKING IN TERMS OF 
EQUALITY AND REPRESENTATION. 


T HAVE A SOFT SPOT FOR 
THE ORIGINAL SERIES THAT 
INGLUDES ITS UNIFORMS. 


MICHELLE NICHOLS 
WORE THAT UNIFORM. I'M NOT 
GOING TO DISRESPECT IT, AND 
TM HAPPY THAT THEY WENT 
WITH SIMILAR DESIGNS. 


=) 


OH! so YOU 
LIKED THE REBOOT 
MOVIES, THEN? 


Т NEVER ЗАР THAT 


ОН, UH... OKAY 
‘THEN! MOVING ON. NEXT 
QUESTION. YES. 


“HOW MUCH CONTROL DOES GRACE HAVE OVER | | GRACE HAS А LOT OF CONTROL OVER THE MINUTE 
INDIVIDUAL PARTS OF HER BODY? I THOUGHT SHE | | DETAILS OF HER FORM, BUT YOU'RE RIGHT. GRACE 
HAD TO GAIN FORMS FROM THE GUN, BUT SHE DOES NEED THE TF GUN, OR ANY COSMETIC 
SAID SHE'S IN FULL CONTROL OF HER BREAST MORPHING DEVICE, TO OBTAIN NEW MORPHS. 
SIZE, AND BEHIND-THE-SCENES STUFF SAID SHE 

CAN LENGTHEN HER ARMS." 


YOU SHOULD MAD 
SCIENCE UP A WAY NOU HOW! 
FOR ME TO DO BOTH 


DOES THIS 
THOSE THINGS. MAKE ME 


WEALTHY? 


THING 15, THE TF GUN CAN BE TEDD AND SARAH HAVE BOTH HELPED WITH 
PROGRAMMED WITH PARTIAL MORPHS THAT DECIDING ON, AND PROGRAMMING, SUCH PARTIAL 
RESULT IN SMALL CHANGES, AND SHE CAN MORPHS, THE END RESULT BEING THAT GRACE 
MIX THEM UP WITH NO KNOWN LIMIT. CAN DRAMATICALLY CHANGE HER APPEARANCE 
USING COMBINATIONS OF THOSE ALONE. 


GRACE MAY NOT BE ABLE TO ASSUME ANY EXACT 

FORM SHE WANTS, BUT SHE'S AT THE POINT IN THEORY. ANYWAY. 

WHERE SHE CAN APPROXIMATE MOST YOUNG PEOPLE ARE PRETTY VARIED. 

ADULT HUMAN FORMS. 50 EXCEPTIONS CAN BE 
DIFFICULT TO PREDICT. 


NOT-TENGU WAS NOT AN ABERRATION. AT 
22463 NOT TEMA LEAST, NOT THE SORT OF “ABERRATION” 
Е WE'RE REFERRING TO, THAT BEING A PARASITIC 
NOT, THEN WHAT'S MONSTER THING THAT USED TO BE HUMAN. 
THE DEAL WITH 
 ABERRATIONS?" 


АВЕВВАТОМЕ VARY GREATLY IN FORM, ABILITIES, AND 
METHOD OF BEING ALL SPOOKY AND PARASITIC, BUT 
THEY ALL HAVE THE FOLLOWING THINGS IN COMMON: 


- Used to be human and chose to 
become aberrations, 


- Parasitic existence feeding on 
humans to lengthen lifespan. 


- Monstrous form, either all the 
time or just when using powers. 


- A complete lack of empathy for 
other living beings. 


= No known way to return to being 
а regular human. 


THEY'RE BASICALLY, BY CHOICE, THE WORST. GRANTED, NOT-TENGU HAD A MONSTER FORM не 
ОҒ THE WORST. IMMORTALS MAKE IT A POINT || CHOSE TO USE AND DIDN'T SEEM TO CARE MUCH 
То BE VAGUE AND INDIRECT IN THEIR GUIDING | | ABOUT OTHER PEOPLE'S FEELINGS, BUT STILL, NO. 

AND POWERING OF PEOPLE EXCEPT WHEN 
ABERRATIONS ARE INVOLVED. THEY'RE WILLING 
TO BE MUCH MORE DIRECT THAN USUAL WHEN 
TRYING TO GET RID OF THEM. 


I AM 500000 HAPPY WE JUST WOUND UP 
WITH LONG EARS WITH THIS QUESTION. 


АМО NOW THE QUESTION WE WERE GOING TO ANSWER 
BEFORE WE WERE INTERRUPTED: "WHAT DOES JUSTIN 
THINK OF THE 7.7. ABRAMS STAR TREK MOVIES?" 


WHAT. REALLY? HE 
PROBABLY FEELS THE 
SAME AS SUSAN. 


‘OH! UM, THE J.J. ABRAMS 
MOVIES. YEAH. THEY, UH. 


THEY HAVE 
A LOT OF 
LENS FLARES! 


ANNND THEY'RE 
NOT VERY TREK-ISH, 
ARE THEY? I HEARD 
ABRAMS DIDN'T 
EVEN LIKE THE STAR 
TREK TV SHOWS. 
А COMPLETE 
BETRAYAL, AND. 


YEAH, THEY FAIL AS 
STAR TREK, BUT THEYRE 
ENTERTAINING AND FUN AND 
CHRIS PINE IS ADORABLE! 


INTO DARKNESS HAS BOTH ZACHARY QUINTO AND 
BENEDICT CUMBERBATCH IN IT! I KNOW BENEDICT WAS 
MISCAST AND THERE'S CONTROVERSY AND STUFF, BUT 
HE'S SHERLOCK @#$%ING HOLMES AND HE'S DOING 
STUFF WITH KIRK AND SPOCK! I CAN'T HATE IT! 


* Translated from French 


<ABERRATIONS 
ARE UNIVERSALLY 
DIFFICULT TO HARM 
WITH PHYSICAL 
ATTACKS, BUT ARE 
WEAK AGAINST 
MAGIC WEAPONS!» 


‘YOU LEFT OUT SOMETHING VERY IMPORTANT 
IN YOUR ANSWER TO THE QUESTION ABOUT 
ABERRATIONS! SO IMPORTANT THAT IT'S THE 
VERY REASON SUSAN WAS ATTACKED, AND 

LIKELY WHY IMMORTALS RECRUITED US INSTEAD 

OF GETTING PROPER HELP FROM ADULTSI> 


«SUSAN HAS A NATURAL TALENT FOR 
«EVEN THE MAGIC MAGIC INVOLVING THE SUMMONING OF MAGIC 
HAMMERS, INTENDED. WEAPONRY, AND HAS A NATURAL ADVANTAGE 
ONLY To STUN MEN FOR || | AGAINST ABERRATIONS THAT MOST DO МОТ!» 
THE AMUSEMENT OF A 
ONCE IMMATURE 
IMMORTAL, ARE USEFUL, 
AGAINST THEM» 


men 


<THIS FACT HAS HAD А MAJOR “DID SHE KNOW тм PRETTY WELL IT'S 
IMPACT ON THE LIVES OF BOTH SHE WAS SPEAKING SURE THAT ALL GREEK 

SUSAN AND MYSELF. IT IS TO BE JAPANESE? WAS FRENCH. TO ME. 
‘ACKNOWLEDGED. GOOD DAY» 


ОН PLEASE. IT'S BEEN FORESHADOWED ALL OVER 

LL ane EVER DE. THE PLACE. AND BESIDES, I'M JUST CONFIRMING 
SHRINKING IN THE MAIN STORY 2 
PEEING IN THE MAN STORY PEOPLE WILL WIND UP BELOW, WHAT? SEVENTY- 
AS oe ድ ede NINE PERCENT SCALE, AKA HALF-SIZED WHEN 
YOU CONSIDER ALL THREE DIMENSIONS? THAT 

‘COULD IMPLY ANY NUMBER OF THINGS! 


LIKE MAYBE SARAH SUDDENLY GETS AND THEN SHE CAN'T UNDO 
MAGIC AND ACCIDENTALLY SHRINKS IT RIGHT AWAY, SO SHE HAS 
ELLIOT AND JUSTIN WHILE THEY'RE TO GRAB THEM AND CARRY 
THEM BACK TO HER HOUSE! 


THIS PRETTY MUCH GUARANTEES IT 
WON'T HAPPEN, BUT I DON'T THINK 
IT WAS ALL THAT LIKELY ANYWAY. 


IS CRAZY ATTRACTED TO JUSTIN! 


AND THEN A SIDE EFFECT OF BEING I WOULD POINT OUT THAT SAYING 
SHRUNK IS BEING ATTRACTED TO OTHER 
SHRUNKEN PEOPLE, SO SUDDENLY ELLIOT 


“WHAT ARE THE LIMITS OF 
THE TF GUN? CAN IT TURN 

PEOPLE INTO THINGS OTHER 
THAN MAMMALS? COULD IT 

MAKE SOMEONE INANIMATE?" 


IN ANSWER TO THE INANIMATE 
QUESTION, I HAVE BEEN 
INSTRUCTED TO HOLD UP THE 
FOLLOWING ENORMOUS SIGN. 


(T THINK 
DAN 15 
WEIRDED OUT 
BY THAT 
SORT OF 
THING) 


(BUT NOT 
CHIBIS, 
APPARENTLY.) 


IN RESPONSE TO THE "OTHER THAN MAMMALS” 
QUESTION, SORT OF. THE TF GUN WON'T GO AND 
MAKE YOU COLD BLOODED OR GIVE YOU HOLLOW 
BIRD BONES, BUT IT CAN BE USED TO GIVE 
SOMEONE SCALES OR FEATHERS. 


AS FOR WHY WE'VE YET TO SEE 
IT USED IN SUCH A MANNER, ГЦ. 
LET TEDD ANSWER THAT. 


HAVE YOU EVER TRIED. 
BEING COVERED IN SCALES 
‘OR HAVING FEATHERS 
STICKING OUT OF YOU?! 
IT'S NOT COMFORTABLE! 


YOU COULD 
PROBABLY GET. 
USED TO IT, BUT 


THE ANSWER TO THAT 
QUESTION. OF COURSE, IS 
“LIZARDS ARE COOL” 


HE'S NOT 
WRONG ABOUT 
THIS FEELING 
WEIRD, THOUGH, 
YÉESH. 


FRANKLY, THAT'S 


“AND Now, PERSONAL AND TT DID GO WELL, 
THE FINAL BEST LEFT TO THE [ 1 AND THERE WAS 


QUESTION IMAGINATION, BUT 
OF THIS I WILL SAY THIS: 


“ном DID 

AMANDA'S 

DATE WITH 
RAVEN 
662 


ASKED BY 

APPROXIMATELY 

SEVEN BILLION 
PEOPLE. 


DANCING. 


OF COURSE, DATING OUTSIDE OF CONTINUITY 
Is A LITTLE WEIRD. IVS UKE, Tr CAN BE SERIOUS. || (HECK T REMEMBER THIS > 
BUT የ መድ” OF NOT? THAT MAKES ANY | | ( ONE Time Lisa ASKED OU 

SENSE. WHETHER YOU'RE IN А RELATIONSHIP 
WITHIN CONTINUITY MAKES A DIFFERENCE 


IN ANY CASE, IT 
TAKES A LOT OF 
THE PRESSURE 
OFF AND CAN BE 
A LOT OF FUN. 


WHAT? SINCE ~~ "RUNNING Y ‘OH! RIGHT. LISA 
{ WHEN DO you cane)” RUNNING LIKES GIRLS? I AM 
WHO KNOWS. UNAWARES! 


SEE YOU 
WHENEVER 
THE HECK 
WE DO THIS 
AGAIN, 


Q&A #6- The end 


FIGURATIVELY, OF COURSE. 
LITERALLY WOULD BE ABSURD. 


BEFORE WE GO, I'VE 

MENTIONED HAVING A GIRL- 

FRIEND, SARAH, MANY TIMES 
IN PREVIOUS REVIEWS, 


I FIGURE MY SUDDENLY NOT 


DONT FEEL BAD FOR US, THOUGH! 
WE'RE STILL FRIENDS, AND OUR BREAKING 
UP WAS A MUTUAL DECISION. 


MENTIONING HER MIGHT START 
RUMORS, SO I WANT TO JUST 
GET THE TRUTH OUT THERE. 


OF US DID 
RECENTLY 
BREAK UP. 


[ But seriously, 
we did break up, 
it was a mutual 
decision, and we A 


are still friends. < a 
How about that? ] 


DA 
t 
2112 


SUPPOSED то) (FANTASTIC 
THROWING 
EFFECT LOOK РАКЕ: 


1 DON'T THINK WE NEED THAT BIT 

AT THE END, THOUGH. I MEAN, IT'S 

50 OBVIOUSLY STAGED. NOBODY'S 
GOING TO TAKE IT SERIOUSLY. 


YOUR MISPLACED FAITH 
IN HUMANITY 15 ADORABLE. 


WHAT A NICE VIDEO! AND FUN! AND IT 
‘SHOWS THAT PEOPLE CAN ALL STAY FRIENDS 
EVEN IF A COUPLE BREAKS UP, WHICH IS A 
THING THAT CAN HAPPEN WHICH I NEVER 
REALLY THOUGHT MUCH ABOUT BEFORE! 


TM FINE. 
EVERYTHING'S 
FINE. JUST 
FEELING A BIT 
CLINGY. 


EVERYTHING REALLY IS FINE, GRACE. 
YOU DON'T NEED TO WORRY. ያ тиме ме сх 


WAS JUST SOMETHING FUN 


NOT THAT I THINK WE 


SARAH THOUGHT OF. 


OUR SHOW'S way 
TOO SMALL TO START 
RUMORS AND STUFF. 


T DUNNO. NOT MANY, 
HEN YOU CONSIDER ном) 


LAST I CHECKED, I THINK 
WE HAD A LITTLE OVER A 
THOUSAND SUBSCRIBERS? 


А THOUSAND 
PEOPLE 16 STILL 
ል THOUSAND 
PEOPLE! 


IT'S NOT 
THAT MANY 
PEOPLE. 


IT MIGHT. 
SOUND UKE IT 
IS, BUT THERE 
‘ARE OVER 
SEVEN BILLION 
PEOPLE ON THE 


YES. BUT IF YOU 
RANDOMLY SELECTED 
ONE PERSON ON 
EARTH, THE ODDS OF 
IT BEING SOMEONE 
WHO WATCHES OUR 
‘SHOW WOULD BE, 
UM. 


AND THAT'S А 9 га 
å 1 WOULD HAVE "v 
SMALL NUMBER! / GOTTEN THAT IN | 
V. A SECOND. 


FIRST OF ALL, YOU HAVE A 
THOUSAND SUBSCRIBERS. ANY 
NUMBER OF PEOPLE COULD BE 
WATCHING YOUR SHOW WITH- 
OUT SUBSCRIBING. I WATCH IT, 

AND I DONT EVEN HAVE AN 
ACCOUNT TO SUBSCRIBE WITH. 


‘SECONDLY, THOSE SUBSCRIBERS ARENT 
EVENLY DISTRIBUTED WORLDWIDE. I'M BETTING A 
LOT OF THEM ARE FROM AROUND HERE, 


MANY OF THEM 
COULD EASILY BE 
OUR CLASSMATES. 


RETROACTIVE 
STAGE FRIGHT. 


MAN, THAT THAT SARAH GIRL'S DUDE, SHE DIDN'T 

CHICK 15 CRAZ-OH GOTTA BE PRETTY JUST "GO ALONG" WITH IT. 

TT WAS STAGED. COOL TO GO ALONG THE DESCRIPTION SAYS IT 
WITH THAT BIT. WAS HER IDEA! 


HOW IS IT POSSIBLE 
ШОТ QUY ወ AVAILABLE. TO Be SO BUDDY-BUDDY V” UNLESS. 
AFTER BREAKING ur? JT] WHAT I TT WAS 
BECAUSE НЕ 


„NOT THAT rm 
INTERESTED IN 
‘SOME FUNNY 
ATHLETIC MINOR 
‘CELEBRITY GUY 

$ WHO'S OPENLY. 

| SENSITIVE IN HIS 

) MOVIE REVIEWS. / 


IF ELIOT'S TEST 
SINGLE NOW, THEN МО oammir. å 
IT'S ONLY A MATTER må I GOTTA HANDSOME IDIOT! 
or TIME UNTIL HE ÅÅ make my 
AND SUSAN. MOVE. 
ро you 
HAVE ANY IDEA 
WHAT THIS WILL 
UNLEASH?! 


I ADMIT IT'S STRANGE 
TO CONSIDER HOW MANY 
PEOPLE MIGHT WATCH BUT I STILL 
OUR REVIEW SHOW. DON'T UNDERSTAND. 
THIS "RETROACTIVE 
'STAGE FRIGHT" 
BUSINESS. 


'OF COURSE YOU DON'T. YOU 
TAKE OVER ASSEMBLIES IF YOU 
DON'T LIKE WHAT'S BEING SAID. 


ARE YOU CONCERNED 
PEOPLE WILL BE 
CRITICAL OF YOUR 
PERFORMANCE? YOU 
‘SHOULDN'T BE. YOU 
WERE VERY 
CONVINCING. 


THANKS. NO, IT'S. 
JUST... I DUNNO. IT'S 
A LOT OF EYES ТО 
HAVE ON ME. 


I DON'T WANT THE 
MEAN GIRLS MAKING 
FUN OF ME, EITHER. 


THEY'RE NOT MEAN TO ME 


WANT THEM, OR JERKS IN 


MEAN GIRLS? WHAT MEAN GIRLS? ‘SPECIFICALLY. THEY'RE JUST, 
Д WHO'S BEEN MEAN TO You? YOU KNOW, JERKS. I DONT 
y 


GENERAL, MAKING FUN OF ME. 


I GUESS IT'S NOT 
‘SURPRISING THEY HAVEN'T 
GIVEN YOU TROUBLE. 


UH... HL THAT. OU WERE AD 
COUCH THROWING | ( LIKE "nam FUS RO 
WAS PRETTY COOL. COUCH" HEH. 


I. MIGHT HAVE 


SPENT AN EMBARRASSING 
NUMBER OF HOURS PLAYING 


THEM, YEAH. 


T KNOW. WE'RE 
CO-HOST OF THE 
SHOW. STANDING RIGHT 
HERE. WHAT THE HELL. 


он, UH... гм CECIL, 


DON'T FEEL BAD. ፲ DON'T FEEL 

CECIL KNOWS ME BAD. JUST. 

FROM ART CLASS, CONFUSED. 
THAT'S ALL. 


PEOPLE IN THE 
VIDEO STORE HAVE 
APPROACHED ME 
ABOUT THE SHOW 
QUITE REGULARLY, 
BUT IT'S BEEN 
RARE AT SCHOOL, 


TF TEDD'S RIGHT 
ABOUT MANY OF 
‘OUR CLASSMATES 
WATCHING IT, IT 
SEEMS LIKE IT 
SHOULD BE MORE 
COMMON. 


T DUNNO. OR MAYBE 

MAYBE THEY | (THEY JUST DONT 

DONT KNOW | | LIKE ме. NOT 
WHAT TO THAT I CARE. 


YOU SHOULDN'T 
JUST ASSUME PEOPLE 
DON'T LIKE YOU. 


ALL YOU'VE DONE ON THE SHOW 
IS VELL AND THROW A COUCH, AND 
ALREADY PEOPLE LIKE YOU MORE. 


NO THEY DON'T! LIKE I 
SAID, CECIL KNOWS ME, 
АМО THAT OTHER GUY 
WAS HIS FRIEND. THAT'S 


р ONLY TWO PEOPLE. 


IT'S NOT LIKE 
EVERYBODY SUDDENLY 
'UKES ME NOW. 


/ OKAY, NO, THAT, 
1 ዘ CLEARLY `Y 
1 JUSTA RANDOM I 


Y, T CRAZY PERSON. 


AS I WAS SAYING, 
I DON'T KNOW WHY 
I WAS FREAKING OUT 
BEFORE. SHOW'S 
BEEN AROUND FOR 
MONTHS! 


PEOPLE AREN'T 
GONNA SUDDENLY 
‘START NOTICING 
ME NOW. 


WHAT DO 
YOU MEAN 
"START. 
NOTICING"? 


NOBODY EVER NOTICES. 
ME. ТМ ALL ANONYMOUS 
AND STUFF. 


WHAT ARE--NO YOU'RE NOT! THERE ARE 

DOZENS OF RUMORS ABOUT YOU FLOATING 

AROUND. EVEN PEOPLE WHO DON'T KNOW 
WHO YOU ARE TALK ABOUT YOU! 


WHY-OKAY. JUST NOW. 

WHEN YOU NOTICED THAT 
GIRL DROPPED HER PHONE, 
AND THERE WAS A CROWD. 
OF PEOPLE IN THE WAY OF 
GETTING IT BACK TO HER? 


I WENT 
AROUND THEM. 
50 WHAT? 


T DONT SUPPOSE I 
BRRINNNG NE EVE NEVER SEEN YOU 
BEFORE. ARE YOU SUPPOSED 
SPENDING THE REST OF ee 
TE DAY TRANSFORMED 


TRAP! LET'S АМО ANONYMOUS. 
GET GOING. 


You HAVE. ፐፐ PRETTY SIMPLE, ACTUALLY. IN| | EVEN БУТ FINE YEAH, PERLE KNOW YOU 
z EXIST, BUT YOU'RE NOT THE CENTER OF 

STRANGELY | | DONT LIKE BEING THE CENTER OF || | он YOU'RE JUST THAT GUY WHO 

‘SELECTIVE ATTENTION OR TALKING ABOUT || | Doce A SUNcH OF WEIRD- 

‘SHYNESS, MYSELF WITH STRANGERS. BUT-GOOD THINGS. 


1... GUESS THAT'S 
NOT A BAD THING. 


NOT AT ALL! HECK, THAT WALL RUN TO 
GET THE PHONE BACK MIGHT'VE BEEN A мо BIGGIE! 
BIT NUTS, BUT I DOUBT IT'LL RESULT IN SEE YOU 

YOU GETTING ANY MORE ATTENTION. AROUND! 


50 YOU'RE 
INTO COMICS! 
MARVEL OR DC? 


1 MEAN, IT'S COOL 
IF YOU DON'T WANT 
TO SHARE IT. 


IT'S JUST A 
FRIEND CODE FOR 
VIDEO GAMES. NO 


THAT WAS AN INTERESTING COUCH 


О OF А COUCH AND CROPPED 
THE EXCESS IT WOULD 
КЕР MORE CONVINCING HAD 


BOYS HAVE BEEN APPROACHING ME 
ALL DAY! IT'S LIKE I'VE GAINED. 
SOME MAGIC POWER THAT MAKES 
PEOPLE WANT TO TALK ABOUT 
GEEKY STUFF WITH ME. 


፲ LIKE IT A LOT, BUT THE LEVELING SYSTEM MAKES 
ME DO WEIRD THINGS. IT'S LIKE, I WANT TO GET. 
BETTER AT BLOCKING, SO THE LEGENDARY HERO OF 
THE LAND WINDS UP JUST STANDING AROUND WHILE 
GRABS THROW THEMSELVES AT HER SHIELD. 


WELL, IT IS 
MORE REALISTIC 
THAT WAY. 


WHAT ABOUT YOU? 
YOU'RE NOT FEELING AN 
INEXPLICABLE DESIRE TO 
TALK TO ME ABOUT STAR 
TREK, ARE YOU? 


YOURE TRYING Walker 
Stay POSTIVE то stay POSITIVE ABOUT ) | FOR "RANDOM 
ABOUT TT. EVERYBODY LIKING YOU? / | CRAZY PERSON". 
- ሃዊ ALL 
BEEN BOYS. 


"SARAH SEEMS BUT I FIGURE AT “THAT SEXY GEEK 
LIKE A COOL PERSON. LEAST SOME OF || CHICK IS SINGLE. IM 
TD LIKE TO GET TO THEM ARE LIKE... / | GOING TO PRETEND TO 
BE HER FRIEND AND GET 


YOU THINK THEY'RE 


I HOPE NOT ALL OF 
FLIRTING WITH YOU. 


ACTUALLY SURPRISED. 
THAT WASN'T YOUR 
FIRST CONCLUSION. 


| 
THEM, BUT YEAH. IM THAT'S HOW THEY 


"SEXY GEEK CHICK"? 


THINK OF ME. I 
WOULD SAY "SEXY 
ARTIST WOMAN". 


‚Аз a cat (айпа). 


In this dystopian future 
world gone mad known as 
the second semester of their 
senior year of high school, 
Susan and Sarah do not 
have the same lunch period 
as Elliot and Tedd. They do, 
however, have the same 
lunch period... 


ANYWAY, IM SUPER 
PROUD OF HOW YOU T. WHAT? 
HANDLED BREAKING UP YOU MEAN 
WITH ELLIOT! YOU'RE THE COUCH 
А COOL GUY. THROWING? 


COUCH THROWING? SOME- 
ONE THREW A COUCH? BECAUSE YOU STAYED 
REVIEW VIDEO FRIENDS WITH ELLIOT AFTER 
TM IN. HE REALIZED HE WAS GAY! 


T STILL HAVEN'T SEEN THAT. 
WHO THREW A COUCH? 


WHY ARE YOU PROUD: 


T-I'VE BEEN OVERHEARING 
PEOPLE TALK ABOUT IT! 


ОН CRAP! тм SORRY / we DIDN'T EXPLAIN I THOUGHT ( 5005 ano SORT Tuis 


T FIGURED THAT WAS THERE WAS || our SOMEWHERE LESS 


THE REASON YOU GUYS NO COUCH! 


GAVE IN THE REVIEW! THREW A COUCH! OUT IN ES. 


FAIRNESS AND TRUTH GET IN THE WAY OF 
CE MERE ለዚ ue OS || Good 60558. AND PEOPLE DONT LIKE ТО 
ADMIT TO UNCERTAINTY. ITS NO SURPRISE 
¿HIS EX-GIRLFRIEND IS BEING ||| THAT RUMORS BECOME ACCEPTED “FACTS”. 
UNDERSTANDING" AND STUFF, 
NOBODY WAS LIKE "E THINK" 
OR "MAVAE" ANYTHING! 


Бъ 


AND ТМ FAIRLY 
CERTAIN T KNOW WHERE 
THIS RUMOR BEGAN, 


T 
YES, BUT SO FAR, THESE COMMENTS SO... YOU'RE NOT SURE 
ELLIOT IS GAY? 


THE 

REVIEW'S READ AS THOUGH JUMPING ON A 

COMMENT BANDWAGON. I AM LOOKING FOR 

SECTION? THE FRONT OF THAT BANDWAGON. 
2 


DON'T GET ME WRONG. I'M SURE 
THIS RUMOR'S BASED ON CRAP, 
BUT NOW THAT I'VE CONSIDERED 
THE POSSIBILITY? I DUNNO. 


ELLOT сарт WAS UKE wow enonnous?) (т 255 NOT 
A SITER то Hm waar | (Ç, Z HAVE FOUND, С кой BETTER I 
ETE ou THINKS || THE FONT OF Ti X WOULD suspect 
т® BECAUSE WE ден TEDOS FATHER OF 
UP TOGETHER? IT 18 ENORMOUS. WRITING IT. 


“т CANNOT HELP BUT CONCLUDE. "IT IS EXTREMELY RARE FOR COUPLES WHO HAVE 
THAT THE REASON FOR THIS BROKEN UP TO REMAIN FRIENDS UNLESS THERE EXISTS 
АМСАВСЕ BREAKUP WAS THAT А SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCE THAT EITHER FORCES THEM ТО 
ELLIOT DUNKEL HAS RECENTLY SPEND TIME TOGETHER, OR IF THE BREAKUP ITSELF WAS 

REALIZED THAT HE IS GAY." FOR REASONS BEYOND EITHER OF THEIR CONTROL.” 


N 


“IN THIS INSTANCE, 
I ASSERT THE LATTER. 
ELLIOT'S HOMO- 
‘SEXUALITY WOULD BE 
“АМ IRRECONCILABLE 
DIFFERENCE, BUT NOT 
ONE WORTHY OF 
MALICE FROM ONE WHO 
IS UNDERSTANDING AND 
COMPASSIONATE.” 


NOT ALL YOUNG HETEROSEXUAL MALES HE HAS CHOSEN NOT | IS TO BE COMMENDED 
BEHAVE IN A STEREOTYPICALLY MALE TO DIVULGE THIS FOR STAYING BY HIS 
MANNER, THE TRUTH IS THAT MOST INFORMATION GIVEN SIDE. SHE HAS A 

DO EXHIBIT CERTAIN QUALITIES, THE JUDGMENTAL. 6000 HEART." 

WORLD WE LIVE IN. 


"WHAT'S MORE, WHILE IT IS TRUE THAT "IT IS MOST LIKELY EX-GIRLFRIEND 


N 
“IN PREVIOUS REVIEWS, ELLIOT HAS NOT. НЕ 
HAS EXHIBITED QUALITIES THAT DO NOT 
DEFINITIVELY SHOW HIM TO BE HOMOSEXUAL, 
BUT DO STRONGLY SUGGEST IT IN LIGHT OF 
THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THIS BREAKUP.” 


‘SOMEONE ACTVALLYN / T CAN'T FIND A 7 
LEFT А COMMENT || since SPELLING | THAT'S IMPOSSIBLE: 
LIKE THAT ON AN | | OR PUNCTUATION 


INTERNET VIDEO?! ERROR, 


“THIS CONCLUSION THAT ELLIOT IS 
GAY IS BASED ON THE ASSUMPTIONS 
"AND PREJUDICES OF THE ORIGINAL 
COMMENTATOR AND SHOULD NOT BE 
ACCEPTED AS FACT.” 


WHOEVER THIS MONGOOSE 
15. I'M SENDING THEM А 
THANK YOU MESSAGE LATER. 


"IT IS TRUE THAT 
MOST YOUNG MEN 
AREN'T VERY SENSITIVE 
AND ARE AWFUL, BUT 
WE SHOULDN'T JUST. 
ASSUME THE WELCOME 
EXCEPTIONS ARE GAY. 
IT'S FINE IF THEY ARE, 
BUT JUST ASSUMING 
THEY ARE IS DUMB.” 


‘ASSUMING ELLIOT 
ACTUALLY IS GAY, 
IT IS NO ONES 
BUSINESS BUT HIS 
‘OWN. SPREADING 
RUMORS LIKE THIS 
1S HORRIBLE." 


I NEED TO HELP STOP THIS RUMOR, 
TOO! I'VE BEEN TALKING ABOUT HOW 
AWESOME SARAH IS ALL MORNING! 


EITHER ELIOT'S 
STRAIGHT AND 
IVE BEEN HELPING 
SPREAD A LE. 


‘OR HE 15 GAY, 
AND I HELPED 
OUT HIM! INE 
GOTTA DO 
SOMETHING! 


‘UNFORTUNATELY, WE CAN MAKE 
DON'T THINK THER COUNTERARGUMENTS. 
MUCH WE САМ DO Ч WHEN ABLE, BUT MANY 
BEYOND WHAT THE Г] ARE JUST GOING TO 
MONGOOSE IS BELIEVE WHAT THEY 
ALREADY DOING. WANT TO BELIEVE, 


ти THINK 
ОР some- TUL COME UP 
THING! WITH AN ARGUMENT 
SO AIRTIGHT THAT 
! МА 
NS 9 oa 
gS SY | 


“LOOK AT ALL MY SYMPATHY FOR 
THESE PEOPLE WHO I THINK KEPT A 
SECRET FOR GOOD REASONS WHILE 
I TELL EVERYONE THAT SECRET.” 


THIS PERSON'S 
DUMBER THAN 
THEY THINK THEY 
ARE, OR THEY'RE A 
SELF-SERVING JERK 
WITH AN EGO TO 


WILLING TO 
BET BOTH. 


THAT WAS... UGH. HE 
MANAGED TO SOUND 
SMART, BUT... ARGH. I 
THINK YOU'RE RIGHT 
ABOUT THIS GUY. 


IM MORE 
‘SURE THAN EVER 
THAT ELIOT'S 
HETEROSEXUAL, 
JUST OUT OF 
‘SPITE. 


BY WHICH I MEAN 
MY CERTAINTY 65 
OUT OF SPITE, NOT. 
YOU KNOW WHAT I 
MEAN. WHAT'S THEIR 
‘SCREEN NAME? 


"RONIN* AND 
‘SOME NUMBERS. THEIR 
AVATAR IS SOME ANIME 
GUY WITH A SWORD. I 
DON'T KNOW IF WE 
KNOW... HUH. 


'NO, BUT THEY'RE JUST AS 

ARTICULATE AND GOING AFTER 

THIS RUMOR LIKE A MONGOOSE 
GOING AFTER A SNAKE! 


THERE'S SOMEONE ELSE 

WHO'S REALLY ARGUING 

AGAINST ELLIOT BEING 
GAY. THEY'VE MADE 
SEVERAL COMMENTS. 


YOU BUYING |. т THOUGHT THAT Tis 6 
GIRL WAS GAY. SUCH AN 
ACT. 


ОН, THE MANY TIMES 
WE'VE BEEN TOGETHER! 


THE OBVIOUS, 
AND GENUINE 
PASSION YOU 
FELT FOR ME, 
DOING... 


THE THINGS MEN 
AND WOMEN DO I MISSED IT BECAUSE YOU 
TOGETHER! OH, I'VE WERE ONE HUNDRED PERCENT 
MISSED IT SO! FAITHFUL TO SARAH, AND. 


Meanwhile, in a visual representation of Elliot's mind... 


WHAT IS THIS IS DOESN'T WHY IS SHE DOING WHO CARES, 
SHE TALKING | /- GOING TO SHE HAVE A THIS? CATALINA'S. | | WHY? LET'S SEE 
DRAW SO MUCH | \ GIRLFRIEND? А TROUBLEMAKER, | | HOW FAR SHE'S 


‘ATTENTION 
TO MEEEE! 


y WILLING TO 
BUT SHE ALWAYS малма TO 


FOCUS, YOU IDIOT! 
SARAH AND SUSAN ARE RIGHT 
THERE WATCHING THIS! 


WHY ARE YOU T ነ 
DOING THIS? THAT YOU'RE GAY! 
PLAY ALONG, AND 


THIS RUMOR WILL 


IT'S... WHAT? YOU 
DONT CARE? 


Dy 


BUT IT'S FINE IF ( 
PEOPLE THINK THAT. 


TM NOT GAY, BUT HECK, I VE 

IF PEOPLE WANT ТО Û MADE THAT 

THINK I AM, THAT'S MISTAKE. 
THEIR BUSINESS. IT'S FINE! 


=) 1 KNEW HE 
d WASN'T GAY. 
NOT THAT I 


— 
WAIT, оо З I THINK HE'D 
THAT PROVE | JUST SAY IF 
ANYTHING? - | HE WAS GAY. 


WAIT A MINUTE. 
DID CATALINA'S PLAN 
‘ACTUALLY WORK?! 


IM 


CONFUSED. 


YEAH, THIS 65 
| TOO COMPLICATED, 


I APPRECIATE WHAT YOU 
WERE TRYING TO DO, BUT DON'T 
TACKLE-KISS PEOPLE WITHOUT 


PERMISSION ANYMORE, OKAY? 


I HAVE A GIRLFRIEND! I 


CAN'T JUST RUN AROUND 
KISSING PEOPLE! 


I MUST COME UP 
WITH THE MOST 
ULTIMATE APOLOGY 


JUST BE HONEST AND 
EXPLAIN WHAT HAPPENED. 


IF I DIDN'T KNOW NO WAY. 
BETTER, го SAY TEDD'S ) Í тне LOGIC 
DAD WROTE THAT. ISN'T NEARLY 


‘CONVOLUTED 


HEH. YEAH. IT'S 
Е WHOEVER IT IS, AT 
МЕ DONT | | LEAST THEY HAD NOTHING ALS 
KNOW WHO n GOT "UNDERSTANDING 
BUT GOOD THINGS TO SAY N ee 


FROM ME THROWING 


WAIT A 
MINUTE. 


A little later (as opposed to earlier or much later). 


THAT SAID. I CAN 


З STILL IMAGINE SOME- 
(5 IT CRAZY TO You KNOW, BY 
THINK WHOEVER COMPLIMENTING ME AND ONE TRYING IT. 
POSTED THAT TRYING TO SOUND SMART A 
COMMENT WAS AND STUFF? 
TRYING TO GET ON 
MY GOOD SIDE? 


DAMN IT. WHAT IF ONE OF T SUPPOSE IT'S POSSIBLE.. AND THAT'S 
THOSE GUYS FROM EARLIER WHAT ABOUT "RANDOM A QUOTE FROM 
POSTED IT? THAT WOULD CRAZY PERSON"? SHE SAID, 
BE SUPER CREEPY. 


ል SUSPECT, BUT || AND TO THE POINT. SHE THAT'S Like А MASTER. I THINK 
ALL IT WAS WAS | | DIDN'T STRIKE ME AS A А SAMURAI, 
‘A QUICK QUOTE. “RONIN”, EITHER. RIGHT? 


IT LITERALLY MEANS. 
RAS 


I GUESS SHE'S N /т SUPPOSE IT WAS BRIEF RONIN. ) А SAMURAI WITHOUT 


SO THEY'RE EITHER INTO FEUDAL 
JAPAN. OR MEGA MAN VILLAINS. 


COOL. COOL COOL 
COOL. DO YOU LIKE 
ANY WITH SAMURAI 


МУ FAVORITE SWORD? UH... CLAYMORES, I 
GUESS. I THINK T'M THINKING OF A CLAYMORE, 
ANYWAY. LIKE, A REALLY BIG SWORD? 


I DO KNOW A WHOLE ABOUT 


ARCHED IT EXTENSIVELY IN 
TO ADD REALISM TO THE 


KATANAS HAVE BEEN SO ROMANTICIZED. YEAH, 
THEY FOLDED STEEL BUT THEY DID THAT BECAUSE 
THE ALLOY THEY USED WAS FULL OF A BUNCH OF 
EXCESS CARBON, AND THEY HAD TO FOLD THE 
METAL TO KEEP THE SWORDS FROM SHATTERING. 


HEY, CECIL: 
PAINTING SOME 


ል few minutes before the final class of the day. 


WHAT THE 
HELL IS WRONG 
WITH ME? 


FEELING JEALOUS, THAT I WAS PREPARED 
FOR. IT'S AN INSTINGTUAL REACTION 
DESIGNED TO ENCOURAGE ME TO NOT 

LET OTHER WOMEN BE WITH THE PERSON 
WHOM I’M PHYSICALLY ATTRACTED TO. 


However 
FOOLISH, IT'S 
PERFECTLY 
LOGICAL. 


BUT WHY DID I FIND 
CATALINA AND ELLIOT 
KISSING SEXY?! 


A FEMALE FRIEND WHO 
‘ONCE ASKED ME OUT 
KISSES A MALE FRIEND 
I'M ATTRACTED TO, AND 
I THINK IT'S SEXY. 


WHERE'S THE 
DAMN LOGIC?! 


I GUESS THE 
LOGIC IS THAT 
TM APPARENTLY 
SOME SORT OF 
WEIRD PERVERT. 


YET ANOTHER 
REASON FOR 
PEOPLE TO 
NOT UKE NE. 


HOW DID YOU. 
KNOW WHAT I 
WAS THINKING? 


SORRY! I DIDN'T MEAN 
TO STARTLE YOU. 


GUESS I HAD 
GOOD TIMING. 


TM AFRAID I OVERHEARD 


YOU TALKING WITH YOUR 
FRIEND THIS MORNING, 


I FIGURED I SHOULDN'T 
JUMP INTO A PRIVATE 
CONVERSATION, BUT YOU 
LOOKED A LITTLE DOWN 
JUST NOW, SO... Y'KNOW. 


AS I WAS SAYING, 50 YOU'RE WELL, THERE ARE 


PEOPLE DO LIKE YOU. SANG TM Y 
BUT YOUR INTELLIGENCE renace) | ነፍ HANMER QUEEN 
AND WILLINGNESS TO BUT SCAR. 
FIERCELY STAND UP 
FOR WHAT YOU BELIEVE 
IN 1S POTENTIALLY 
INTIMIDATING. 


I FIGURE THAT'S 
WHY YOU DON'T GET 
‘APPROACHED MUCH, 


.. AND WHEN YOU DIDN'T HESITATE TO 
YELL AT THE PRINCIPAL OVER THOSE SEXIST 
UNIFORMS DURING AN ASSEMBLY, WELL. 
THAT WAS YOUR FIRST IMPRESSION ON 
MUCH OF THE SCHOOL, REALLY. 


I'M SORRY, I'VE 
SEEN YOU IN CLASS 
BEFORE, BUT. 


TM TOM. 
DONT WORRY, 
I'M NOT GREAT 
WITH NAMES, 
EITHER. 


HECK, I MOSTLY 
REMEMBER YOUR 
NAME THANKS 
TO YOUR SHOW. 


WELL, NOT ALL THE TIME. 
MOSTLY WHEN I KNOW YOU'LL 
BE TALKING ABOUT STAR TREK. 


THAT'S EVERY 
EPISODE. 


WHEN YOU'RE 

ACTUALLY SUPPOSED 

TO BE TALKING ABOUT 
STAR TREK, THEN. 

50 you 

REALLY UKE 

STAR TREK. 


FAVORITE SERIES: DEEP 
SPACE NINE. FAVORITE 
EPISODE: “TRIALS AND 


TRIBBLE-ATIONS". 


FAVORITE CHARACTER: 


ELIM GARAK. 


YEAH, I CAN NOT THAT 
THAT'S SAYING MUCH 
DUDES. AT THE MOMENT. 


" 2 YOUR EYES LOCK, 
ел me ' 


BUT REALLY IT'S ME SHIFTED 
TO LOOK UKE YOU BECAUSE 
REALLY IT'S JUST ME AND TEDD 
HAVING FUN ON THE BEACH, 


SSS 225 
WHAT WAS THAT HEY JUSTIN. YEAH, TEDD SAID 
ABOUT A BEACH? Моооотнко! тм ELLIOT, YOU WERE. WHY 
BURNING OFF ARE YOU BLONDE, 
=> MAGIC ENERGY. 
== 
3 1 


УЧ 


Он. WELL, TVE BEEN „вит IT'S HARD TO KEEP EVERY 

WANTING TO USE ONE FORM FOR ™ LITTLE FACE DETAIL THE SAME MORPH 

BURNING OFF ENERGY WITHOUT ያኻ TO MORPH, AND IT'S REALLY EASY TO 
LOOKING LIKE ELLEN. OVERDO OTHER PHYSICAL CHANGES. 


АН, OKAY. AND THAT 

OUTFIT 15 SO NOBODY IS 

LIKE “HEY, HER CLOTHES 
ARE LIKE ELLIOT’ 


A-ANYWAY, 

UH... I HEAR YOU 

HAD A GAY OLD 
TIME TODAY. 


Он. YEAH. HOW 
MUCH DID TEDD 
TELL YOU? 


I JUST GRACE TOLD 
CONFIRMED | | US ABOUT IT 
YOU'D HEARD | ኳ ат LUNCH. 
ABOUT THE 
RUMOR. 


GRACE-- WATT. I 
‘ASSUMED TEDD 
TOLD YOU. HOW DID 
YOU HEAR ABOUT IT 
DURING SCHOOL? 


WHICH IS A LITTLE WEIRD, NOW 
THAT I THINK ABOUT IT. SHE'S TOLD 
ME SHE NEVER READS THOSE. 


Some recappery up to the point of kissing later. 


WOW. CATALINA 


DOESN'T DO PROBABLY BE MORE 
THINGS HALFWAY, UPSET WITH HER, 
DOES SHE? BUT... EHEH. 


WELL, THERE 
HAVE BEEN 
DEVELOPMENTS 
SINCE THEN. 


Т TAKE IT YOU 

KNOW CATALINA'S 

GIRLFRIEND? SWEET AND IF 
THIS MAKES 


HER CRY. 


I TOLD HER TO 
JUST EXPLAIN WHAT 
HAPPENED. 


BUT 
CATALINA'S 


PLANS-- 


CATALINA KISSED ME /MPULSIVELY 

AND OUT OF GUILT. SHE REALIZED HER 

MISTAKE AFTER SHE DID IT AND VOWED 
TO PLAN A MASTER APOLOGY. 


Meanwhile. 


I KNOW IT 
DIDN'T MEAN 
ANYTHING. 


„AND IF YOU STOPPED 
То THINK YOUR PLANS. 

THROUGH, I MIGHT NOT 
BE HERE RIGHT NOW. 


YOU CAN HAS, BUT 
APOLOGY CUDDLES 
WOULD BE NICE. 


ANYWAY, I DIDN'T GO 
ALONG WITH IT, AND 
I BASICALLY JUST 
SAID “ГМ NOT GAY, 
BUT IT'S FINE IF 
PEOPLE THINK I AM." 


r Он. NOT THAT TM 

CARE IF SOME PEOPLE MAKING LIGHT OF 

THINK ZM GAY WHAT YOU WENT 
THROUGH, OR. 


IS TOTALLY DIFFERENT 
FROM MINE, 


FOR ONE, YOU'RE AND FOR THREE, YOU'RE THE 
NOT ACTUALLY GUY WHO BEATS UP BULLIES. YOU'RE 
Gay. FOR TWO, NOT LIKELY TO GET PICKED ON. 
NONE OF YOUR 
FRIENDS WOULD 
ABANDON YOU IF 
YOU WERE. 


UNDERSTAND. PEOPLE 
PICK ON YOU? 


THEY USED TO. I WAS HALF 
А FOOT SHORTER WITH NO 
MUSCLE AND WASN'T 
FRIENDS WITH 

NANASE BACK 


THE FACT THAT I'VE FOUGHT 
ALONGSIDE CHEERLEADRA AND 
KICKED A FIRE DUDE INTO A 
RIVER PROBABLY HELPS, TOO. 


‘OKAY, BUT WHY 
WOULD PEOPLE 
EVEN CARE THAT 
YOU'RE GAY IN THE 


THIS IS REALLY A Y [Í 1 TRY NOT TO LOSE 


THERE'S MORE 
TO IT THAN JUST 
NOT LIKING IT, 
ISN'T THERE? 


DOES THERE 


AND WITH 600D 
REASON, BUT MY GUT SAYS 
THERE'S MORE TO IT. 


‘OKAY, YEAH, I MIGHT'VE 
LOST A FRIEND OVER 
SOMETHING LIKE THAT. 


Online (and later, as will soon 


OKAY. THIS ISN'T A BIG 


be obvious...) 


DEAL. YOU'RE 


€_ መመመ "SUP / NOT THE HANDSOME \ 
ሪ እ SUSAN! || WAN I was WAITING | 
(SITTING AT YOUR COMPUTER AND HOPING АМ \ FOR BUT SURE. / 


\ ATTRACTIVE MAN LOGS IN SO YOU CAN CHAT. / 


Г THIS IS мот ^ 
| SIGNIFICANT. 


HELLO, 
JUSTIN. 


17] 


(See? Obvious Justin makes later obvious.) 


WHY IS YOUR ( золом TM A MONSTER I WOULD THINK 
AVATAR... YOU? | KNOWS IT'S ME. ) VER BEST WS, | | THAT WOULD INVOLVE 
ny, BEST. У MORE PADDING. 
v 


I'M ME. I MAY AS 
1 ME. WHAT ARE YOU 


‘SUPPOSED TO 


WELL REPRESENT 


BE? 


50 HOW'RE YOU DOING? 
Т HEARD ABOUT WHAT 
HAPPENED TODAY WITH 
ELLIOT AND CATALINA, 


ОН, THAT. YEAH, THAT 
WAS INTERESTING. 


IT DIDNT 


DID IT? 


UPSET you, | | ADMITTED TO HIM 


он. RIGHT. IN 


BUT IT DID 


| viet FERD ፈው 
ርግ ር GOOD | 


NOT IN ANY WAY 
YOU'RE THINKING OF. 


N 


TTS COMPLICATED. AND IT'S FINE IF YOU DONT 
WERO I DON'T WANT WANT TO TYPE ABOUT IT, HOW DID YOU 

То TYPE ABOUT IT BUT IT'S ALSO OKAY IF YOU 
THOUGHT IT WAS SEXY. KNOW THAT 


I'M YOUR GAY MALE FRIEND! 

IF HOLLYWOOD HAS TAUGHT 

US ANYTHING, IT'S THAT TM 
NATURALLY INSIGHTFUL. 


I'M SERIOUS. IF YOU 
CAN ACTUALLY THINK 
OF A REASON WHY I 
FELT THAT WAY, I 
WANT TO KNOW IT. 


I HAVE THREE REASONS! 
WELL, THREE FACTS THAT ADD 
UP TO ONE REASON, I GUESS. 


WHICH ARE? 


ONE, YOU'RE ATTRACTED TO ELLIOT. TWO, 
CATALINA ONCE ASKED YOU OUT, AND 
WHILE YOU'RE NOT PHYSICALLY ATTRACTED 
TO HER, YOU TOLD ME YOU WISHED YOU 
COULD HAVE SAID YES. 


AND THREE, YOU DONT LIKE TO BE TOUCHED, AND 
AREN'T REALLY COMFORTABLE WITH THE IDEA OF A 


PHYSICAL RELATIONSHIP YET. ——— 


IT'S POSSIBLE I 
SHARE TOO MUCH 


I NEVER TOLD YOU 
INSIGHTFUL. THAT SECOND PART. 
N 


HOW DO THEY NOT? HECK, THE GUY YOU'RE 


HOW. DO THOSE: ATTRACTED TO KISSING THE GIRL YOU WISH YOU 


FACTS ADD UP TO A 
COHERENT REASON? 


rer 


COULD BE BI-CURIOUS WITH WOULD BE ENOUGH. 


IT ALL HAPPENING IN A WAY WHERE YOU 
COULD SAFELY OBSERVE WAS JUST A BONUS. 
IT'S AN IDEAL SORT OF FANTASY FOR YOU. 


BUT THAT'S 
INSANE. ТМ NOT 
EVEN IN THAT 
FANTASY. HOW IS 
THAT LOGICAL? 


"LOGIC" HAS LITTLE TO DO WITH IT. 
WELL, LOGIC-LOGIC, THERE'S A SORT 
OF LOGIC TO THOSE FACTS ADDING 


THAT'S 
MADNESS! 


IT'S A JUMBLE OF 
INSTINCTS TRYING TO 
GET US ТО PROCREATE 
REGARDLESS OF 
WHETHER IT'S A GOOD 
IDEA MIXING WITH 
CONSCIOUS THOUGHT 
АКО AMPLIFIED BY A 
HUNDRED THANKS TO 
TEENAGE HORMONES. 


OF COURSE 
IT'S MADNESS. 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT. IT IS, 


YEAH, BUT IT'S. 
NOTHING TO WORRY 
‘ABOUT. WHAT YOU 
FELT WAS PERFECTLY 


THANK YOU. 
BPB. CHANGING 
МУ AVATAR. 


JUSTIN'S RIGHT. TSN / NOT EVEN ТМ мот READY TON / ISHOUD “ 
MADNESS, AND T DONT) (wren heve) | ( DATE ANYONE rm | (PROBABLY WORK он | 
DO WHAT MAD PEOPLE | (WHEN TH [Rire nens to | | THAT I WILL WORK 


TELL ME TO 06. 2 ВЕ HUGGED! ОМ THAT! 


J MADNESS, YOU'RE А BUT YOU'RE NOT THE 
| PART OF ME, AND I'M NOT CAPTAIN OF THIS SHIP. 
\ GOING TO IGNORE YOU. 


AND I AM 
THE CAPTAIN. 


SHE'S BEEN 
ONLINE FOR QUITE 
SOME TIME NOW. 


WAITING 
FOR ME, NO 
DOUBT, 


I AM SORRY TO 
BE LOGGED IN AS 
INVISIBLE, MAKING IT 
IMPOSSIBLE TO SEE 
THAT IM ONLINE, 
BUT I DONT 
ACTUALLY WANT 
TO CHAT TONIGHT. 


CURIOSITY 

SIMPLY GOT 

THE BETTER 
OF ME. 


BUT THEN, 
YOU WILL 
UNDOUBTEDLY 
APPROACH ME 
TOMORROW, 
EAGER TO 
SPEAK. 


I WILL APOLOGIZE 
FOR MY ABSENCE, 
AND THE 
CONVERSATION TO 
FOLLOW WILL BE 
ALL THE BETTER, 
FOR YOUR HEART 
WILL HAVE GROWN 
FONDER IN MY 
ABSENCE. 


STILL, I DO FEEL BAD ABOUT 
TONIGHT. IT ALMOST SEEMS 
CRUEL TO MAKE YOU WAIT 

‘ALL ALONE LIKE THAT. 


WHY WOULD YOU. 
LET A PIKACHU PILOT 
А SPACESHIP?! 


HE'S ELECTRIC TYPE! 
I THOUGHT HE COULD 
HANDLE IT! 


TELL ME IT'S NOT UKE VELL, AFTER Tr 

SOMEONE GOT A SHE OMG ANYONE, THEN We LIVE IN THe AGE OF 
NY WARNING. SHE 

PICTURE OF a CAMERA PHONES. SOMEBODY 


JUST JUNPED МЕ, MUST'VE GOTTEN SOMETHING. 


`НМРН, YOU'RE NO FUN. CATALINA GIVEN THAT GRACE KNOWS? 
SOUNDS FUN, THOUGH. YOU KNOW, WHO I'M NINETY-NINE POINT 
SHE'S DATING? NINE-NINE PERCENT CERTAIN 
WHO IT IS. NOT GONNA SAY 
NANASE AND 
1 SHOULD ASK 
HER AND HER 
GIRLFRIEND 
QUT ОМА 
DOVBLE-DATE. 


UM, RIGHT. THAT'S WHY I PEOPLE WILL GIVE PLENTY OF 
ASK. SOME PEOPLE ACT LIKE THAT'S. REASONS. "WHAT'S THE POINT OF IT?" 
BEING GAY IS BAD AND I COMPLICATED. "IT'S UNNATURAL." "I HAVE A MORAL 

DON'T UNDERSTAND WHY. OBJECTION TO CONSENTING ADULTS OF 
THE SAME SEX LOVING EACH OTHER." 


TVE HEARD TONS BUT WHEN PEOPLE USE THOSE 
OF REASONS, AND REASONS AS RATIONALE FOR 
NONE OF THEM MAKE HOSTILITY AND BEING JERKS AND 
SENSE TO ME. TELLING PEOPLE WHO THEY CAN 

AND CAN'T BE WITH, IT JUST. 


THAT MIGHT 
EVEN BE OKAY IF 
WE'RE JUST TALKING 
‘ABOUT PEOPLE NOT 
LIKING SOMETHING. 


THAT ON IT'S OWN IS BAD 
ENOUGH, BUT IT DOESN'T MAKE 
ANY DAMN SENSE TO ME! 


FRUSTRATING THAT 
SOMETIMES I JUST 


EASY, ELLIOT. OH. I, UH... SORTA LOST I KNOW THAT'S 
NO SMASH. ዘሃ COOL THERE, DIDN'T I? SOMETHING YOU LIKE 
TO HANG ON TO. 


v 


IT WAS 
EITHER THAT 
68 HUG YOU 

MYSELF, WHICH 
GIVEN YOUR 

‘CURRENT, 
UM. 


YYYEAH, 

GRACE WAS 

THE RIGHT 
CHOICE. 


PN 
1 


SOMEONE I 
DON'T LIKE, 


THOSE BOYS 
AT THE COMIC 
SHOP WHO 


I GUESS THERE 
ARE А LOT OF 
EXCEPTIONS, 


I'M JUST GOING BUT ms 
TO WAKE UP Now. PROBABLY STILL 
HOURS BEFORE 


MORN-- 


THE NIGHT'S ALREADY 
AWKWARD DREAMS BEFORE I STARTED PART OVER. I WON'T BUILD 
UP TOO MUCH MAGIC. 


THS FEELS 
| weno. 


4 


BLAMING THE 


FEMALE FORAS THAT WAS MAYBE I JUST WHAT т KNOWN /Ко I DONT! 


EMALE FORMS. L/ MONTHS AFTER 


САМТ REMEMBER IS THAT YOU I JUST GOT 


CONCLUSION YOU STARTED || EARLIER ONES. YOU TOTALLY WANT 


MORPHING 


DON'T KNOW. А GIRLFRIEND. 
JUMPING. THE | \ BEFORE BED! 


SEXY DREAMS 
STARTED WHEN 
ELLEN TOLD 
YOU TO GET 
INTROSPECTIVE, 


YOU DON'T WANT TO HURT SARAH'S FEELINGS 
AND YOU DON'T WANT TO JEOPARDIZE YOUR 
FRIENDSHIP WITH SUSAN, BUT YOU DO REALLY 
WANT TO DATE SOMEONE 

WHO ISN'T LIKE A 

SISTER TO YOU. 


WITH THE SMOOCHING 
AND THE HUGGING AND 
THE TOUCHING AND-- 


(оклу, OKAY, SO WHAT 
IF I DO? WHO WOULD 
I EVEN ASK OUT? 


THERE'S | / RIGHT, BECAUSE 
THAT DATING MIRROR You COULD 
DIANE / | UNIVERSE SUSAN MEET NEW 
GIRL. WOULDN'T BE AT 


ASK OUT GIRLS WHO AREN'T 
ALREADY YOUR FRIENDS? GET 
TO KNOW THEM ON DATES? 
WORK TO FIND SOMEONE 
YOU'RE COMPATIBLE WITH? 


I DONT 
UNDERSTAND. 


YOU UNDERSTAND. 56 I DONT 
AND YOU KNOW YOU WANT TO ASK OUT 
UNDERSTAND! ‘STRANGERS! 


YOU DON'T HAVE - 
ТОРЫН AROUND. MAYBE THERE'S AN 


ACQUAINTANCE YOU LIKE, 
2590 орт TOTAL J| "од SOMEONE YOU'LL 
HAPPEN TO MEET. 


“HI! THE ONLY THING I KNOW ABOUT 
YOU IS THAT I LIKE YOUR BODY." 


JUST BE HONEST 
WITH YOURSELF AND 
PAY ATTENTION. YOU'LL 
MEET SOMEONE WHO'S 
RIGHT FOR YOU. 


“WANT TO 

GET DINNER 

AND MAYBE 
'SMOOCH 
LATER?" 


OR, AT LEAST, 

WORTH RISKING AN 

AWKWARD MOMENT 
WITH. 


YOU'LL FIND. 
SOMEONE YOU CAN 
BE CLOSE WITH, 


Shortly after waking up (IT WAS A DREAM?!) 


DID I DREAM 
нин STILL AGAIN? I SORTA 
A DUDE. REMEMBER 
TALKING TO A 
GIRL ABOUT 
DATING. 
I GUESS I 
REALLY DID 
GET ENOUGH WESE 
SLEEP BEFORE 
SWITCHING ET 
KNOW? 
BACK, 


I KNOW SHE HAD A WHAT WAS SHE ፓድ 

PONYTALL.. OR WAS IT | | WEARING? IT CHANGED, | | атым 

PIGTAILS? SHE MIGHT | | DIDN'T IT. I THINK SHE | | CHANGED, ሆሮ 
HAVE BEEN ASIAN? WOUND UP IN A BIKINI 


WELL, IF SHE WAS 
SOMEONE I KNOW, 
THAT WAS CERTAINLY 
CONTRARY TO HER 

MESSAGE. 


I 
mor 2111 men 


GONNA BUG ME. WOULD LIKE TO 
DATE SOMEONE, 
BUT IT'S TOO 
SOON. I DONT 
SHE WAS WANT TO UPSET 
TALKING ABOUT SARA. 
MEETING NEW 
PEOPLE, THOUGH, 
‘SHE PROBABLY > 
REALLY WAS I DOUBT 
JUST SOME \ ANYONE'S 
RANDOM GIRL. INTERESTED 
Е IN ME, 


Do I WANT TO ТЭЙ UNCOMFORTABLE WITH PHYSICAL 
KNOW WHAT THAT CONTACT WITH OTHER PEOPLE. I FEEL 

WAS ABOUT? THIS IS DETRIMENTAL TO MY HAPPINESS, 
SO I AM ATTEMPTING TO BECOME MORE 

COMFORTABLE WITH PHYSICAL CONTACT. 


YOU DON'T LIKE 
BEING TOUCHED, BUT 
YOU'D BE HAPPIER IF YOU 
DIDN'T MIND, SO YOU'RE 
WORKING ON IT? 


I WISH TO LEARN 
ABOUT TOUCHING AND 
BEING TOUCHED. 


BUT... BUT I CAN'T? 
T'M WITH RHODA! 


WHY DID /” THAT'S NOT IMPORTANT. 
I YOU CHANGE I ፤ WHAT MIGHT BE IMPORTANT 1 
BACK? .. IS I DIDN'T CHANGE BACK. 


/ You THINK ^^, |; 
£ YOU'RE OVER ነ 
\ YOUR ENERGY 
`. BUILDUPS? 


7 TM NOT SURE. IS. '' 
፤ THE CLOSEST I'VE COME | 
, TO TESTING IT LATELY. / 


1 AND YOU TRANS- 
1 FORMED BEFORE 
i SCHOOL, JUST 
`. TO BE SAFE? 


т — ТМ FINE. ` 
Y SERIOUSLY? № | FLL TRANSFORM BEFORE 1 
5 CLASSES START. 22) 


m 
፲ COULD'VE AT LEAST 
j MORPHED IN THE 
Mos SHOWER. 


ОР COURSE `x 
YOU WOULD... | 


/ BE BACK SOON ^. 
1 say YOU ТОШ ME I 
SO LATER! “ 


DAMMIT DAMMIT DAMMIT! 


WHY'D I HAVE 
TO GET COCKY?! 


НЕН. COCKY ABOUT NOT TURNING 
INTO A WOMAN. GOOD ONE. 


I NEED PRIVACY, BUT THE 
MEN'S ROOM IS TOO FAR AWAY, 
AND IF ANYONE'S IN THE 
WOMEN'S... THE STAIRWELL! 


56 LONG AS I STAY IN 
THIS CORNER AND TRANS- 
FORM QUICKLY, NO ONE 
SHOULD SEE ANYTHING. 


I CAN CHANGE BACK UP- 
STAIRS, ALMOST NOBODY 15 UP 
THERE BEFORE FIRST PERIOD. 


The next story comic will be Thursday! 
Tomorrow: Christmas sketchbook! 


GRACE, YOU'RE IT'S NOT MY 
NOT SUPPOSED TO DRAW FAULT! THIS 6 
ATTENTION TO THAT! HIS DREAM! 


WELL. OF COURSE THIS 15 or FORTUNATELY, 
АН WE ELSE WOULD. KNOWING TY A DREAM 

THIS BE HAPPENING? 2081 THAT ) | | mares та Lucio DREAM U TOTALLY 

AND I KNOW How TO. J] CHANGE THS 

moniy Hose! Д ORAM INTO 


ELSE! 


RANMA 1/2, HUH? LET'S SEE... LOTS OF MARTIAL 
DADDY, I ARTS... BOY TURNS INTO A GIRL WHEN SPLASHED 
WANT THIS WITH COLD WATER, THAT'S WACKY... BRIEF PARTIAL 
MANGA! NUDITY... SWEETIE, I DON'T KNOW IF THIS COMIC- 


IF THIS MANGA (65 
APPROPRIATE FOR YOU. 


OH. ALRIGHT. IT'S NOT 
LIKE IT CAN WARP YOUR 
YOUNG MIND TOO BADLY. 


LTM SORRY, ARE YEAH, UKE HOT 

OU OKAY? DO YOU 1 en WATER OR SOMETHING 2 
NEED HELP? 4 TO CHAN то) CAN. Y 

Е CHANGE BACK, 


less THERES TI Асет ', 


4 


/ 


q 


7 он. SO, UM... YOU. 

/ JUST NEED SOMEWHERE THINKING SOMEWHERE 
\ YOU WON'T BE SEEN TO UPSTAIRS WOULD WORK, 
Ч ቀ ч 


WHO IS 
THIS GIRL? 
SHE SEEMS 
FAMILIAR, 


WHOEVER SHE IS, I GUESS 

TM LUCKY IT WAS HER WHO 

FOUND OUT ABOUT ME AND 
NOT SOMEONE ELSE. 


EXCEPT... WAIT. 
DID SHE FIND OUT? 
HOW MUCH OF THE 
TRANSFORMATION 
DID SHE SEE? 


IF IT WAS ONLY PART 
OF IT, SHE MIGHT NOT 
KNOW WHO I AM, AND 
IF THAT'S THE CASE. 


BEFORE? T MEAN SORT OF. IM ASHLEY. 
? I MEAN, YOU RESCUED MY CELL 
INE PROBABLY SEEN QU RESCUED My сс 
YOU AROUND, BUT. 


THAT'S WHY 
‘SHE'S FAMILIAR! 
ALSO? DAMMIT. 


TVE SEEN YOUR 

‘SHOW WITH SUSAN, 

BUT... THAT'S SORT 
OF ONE-SIDED. 


KNOWS WHO I AM. 
HM. I CAN'T HELP 
BUT THINK I SAW 
HER SOMEWHERE 
ELSE, TOO, BUT. 


HAVE BEEN 


"SHE MIGHT "I KNOW SHE HAD 


А PONYTAIL... OR. 


ASIAN?" WAS IT PIGTAILS?” 


ASIAN... WITH 
AN OFF-CENTER 
PONYTAIL! 


INS 


( 
КҮ) 


/ 


5 
шаа 
[pem] 


